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A time for manners. 
 

Contributor Neal Bellon’s article on the Ten Worst Chess Behaviors is 
certainly timely in the height of the scholastic chess season.  I would like to 

thank Mr. Bellon, a leading Long Island chess organizer, for his 

contributions to NYSCA and Empire Chess. 

 
Anton Ninno, the main scholastic organizer in Central New York, said on 

their association facebook page that he doesn’t mind losing to his students 

because he believes it is an opportunity to show his students the right way 
to win and lose.  I wholeheartedly agree. 

 

No adult likes to lose to a child (or lose period), and in some ways such 
losses aren’t the “natural order of things.”  Chess is a game of skill, though, 

and the level of skill is not dependent on physical age in the same manner 

as more athletic competitions.  In chess, the eight-year-old can play, and 

beat, the eighty-year old.  Both can beat the “prime of life” player. 
 

As such, manners and courtesy in the arena are probably more important in 

chess than in other competitions.  It is easier to have misinterpretations 
when the “peer group” is as broad as many chess tournaments are.  It can be 

a problem on both sides, as one reason USCF adult membership has 

dropped in recent years is the difficulty many adults have in playing against 

children.  Particularly when those children can beat you over the board 
 

I worked as a tournament director in the National Scholastic highlighted in 

the movie Searching for Bobby Fischer which featured a brawl between 
two parents over their children’s game.  I know first-hand that scene was 

not a fictional device.  While rare in chess, it isn’t the only time blows have  

been struck during an event. 
 

Mr. Bellon’s Top Ten list cover most of the “sins” of your average chess 

tournament.  Having all of the players keep them in mind during events  

would definitely help the tournament directors and organizers, most of 
whom are volunteers, make your chess tournaments better events for 

everyone involved. 

 
One item emphasized by Mr. Bellon is that the tournament player should 

get a rule book and learn the actual tournament rules.  Not the rules they 

think exist.  Such a low percentage of tournament players not all the rules 
that simply doing that could be a competitive advantage.  Think about it.  

Do it. 
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A White Repertoire: 1.e4/Nf3/Bc4 

by Richard Moody Jr. 
 
One of the most difficult things for amateurs to do in 
the opening is get into a playable middlegame when 

you don't know “book”. If you wish to avoid the 

latest twist in the Berlin Variation of the Ruy Lopez, 

I recommend you play either 4.Ng5 in the Two 
Knights' Defense against 3...Nf6 or 4.b4 if Black 

plays 3...Bc5, the Evans Gambit. This should please 

the tacticians with its emphasis on sharp play from 
the fourth move onward as opposed to the staid lines 

of the Ruy or the Marshall Gambit which has been 

analyzed to death. 

 
In this issue, I will address the 4.Ng5 main line of the 

Two Knights' Defense, or more specifically, two 

variations of the main line that lead to decent 
prospects for White. 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 

4.Ng5 d5 5.exd5 Na5 6.Bb5+ c6  
6…Bd7 7.Qe2 Be7 8.Nf3 O-O 9.Bxd7 Qxd7 10.Nxe5 
Qxd5 11.Nf3 Rfe8 12.O-O Bc5 13.Qd1 & White has 

an extra pawn but it is very difficult for White to 

secure a significant plus. 

7.dxc6 bxc6  
7…Nxc6?? 8.Bc4! +/-) 

8.Qf3!?  

A popular try today here is 8.Bd3 while 8.Be2 used to 
be considered the main line. (My Houdini 3 tried 

8.Qf3 Bb7 here but I got a comfortable plus after 

9.Ba4 Be7 10.O-O O-O 11.d3 +/= Later in the game 
Houdini lost on time in a pawn down position. 

 

The next variation is 8.Qf3 Qc7  

This allows White to make a move that clearly Black 
should not allow i.e.  

9.Ba4!  

White now can block the b-file and restrain an early 
f5 in some variations.  

9...Be7 10.Nc3 O-O 11.O-O Rb8 12.d3 Nd5 13.Qh5 

Bf5 14.Nf3 g6 15.Qh6 f6 16.Nd2 Bc8 17.Re1 Rd8 

18.a3  
The problem facing White is that after c5 by Black, 

White's d-pawn is backwards on an open file. +/= 

 
The next variation is about equal with best play by 

both sides: 8...h6 9.Ne4 Nd5 10.Ba4 Be7 11.O-O O-

O 12.Nec3 Be6  
This is a position that both sides can feel comfortable 

playing. Black will play f5/Bf6 or Bd6.White has the 

pawn but Black has pressure on the Kingside. Given 

enough time the Black Knights will migrate to the 

Kingside giving Black a serious initiative. The 
drawback to Nxd5 is that cxd5 repairs Black's pawn 

structure, one of his primary trump cards giving 

Black another pawn in the center. 

 
One variation considered the main line by online 

members is 8...Rb8. 

 
My Fritz program is programmed to play an inferior 

response. However, before we get into the inferior 

response, it should be apparent that Black gets a huge 

initiative after 9.Bxc6 Nxc6 10.Qxc6+ Nd7. When I 
checked the data base there is one stretch where 

Black won 10 games in a row!  

 
If 9.Bd3 h6?! (Bg4? 10.Qg3 +/-) 

 

Better is the obvious choice 9...Be7 when White has 
nothing better than 10.O-O O-O 11.Re1 g6! 12.b3 

Nd5 13.Nh3 Nb4 14.Ba3  
I am not sure this is best; simplification may favor 

White. 
14…Nxd3 15.Qxd3 Qxd3 16.cxd3 Bxa3 17.Nxa3 

Bxh3?! 18.gxh3  

This position is deceptive; while it might seem that 
Black has equalized, second-best moves by Black 

will give White a serious advantage while second 

best moves by White may equalize. Here is just one 
line of analysis:  

18...f6 19.Rac1 Rb6 20.Re4 Nb7 21.Ra4 +/= 
 

8.Qf3 Rb8 9.Bd3 h6 10.Ne4 Nd5 11.b3 g6?!  
White can now get a slight plus with 12.Qg3 Bg7 

13.Bb2  

 
Black has four basic choices--- 

13...h5 14.h4 O-O  
This pawn sac is sound; White has problems 

completing his development. 

15.Bxe5 Bxe5 16.Qxe5 Bf5 17.Qd4  

Black doesn't quite have equality after Re8 (Qb6 

17.Qxb6 axb6 +/=). 
18.Kf1 Rb7 19.Nbc3 Rb4 20.Bc4 Nxc4 21.bxc4 

Bxe4 22.Nxe4 f5 23.Nc3 Nxc3 24.Qxc3 +/-  

Black has compensation for one but not two pawns. 

 

13...Qc7 14.O-O 
14.Ba3 Nb4 15.c3 Nxd3+ 16.Qxd3 +/=). 

14…O-O 15.Re1  



 

5 

 

As indicated above the basic problem facing White is 

to enforce d4; with pawns on e5 and c5 this is 
problematic +/=. 

13...h5 14.h4 Nf4 15.Qxf4!  
A known sacrifice from Lyell-Lengyel, Budapest 

2011 see below; We now follow Moody-Fritz 14. 
 

15.. exf4 16.Bxg7 Rg8 17.Nf6+ Kg7 18.Nxg8 Qxg8 

19.Be5 Bf5 20.Bxf5 Rb5 21.Bxf4 Rxf5 +/= 22. Be3 

Nb7 23. Nc3 Qb8 24. O-O-O Nd6 25. Rhe1 Kf8 26. 

Re2 Qb4 27. g3 c5 28. Rde1 c4 29. Bh6+ Kg8 30. 

Bf4 cxb3 31. axb3 Qa3+ 32. Kb1 Ra5 33. Na4 

Rxa4 34. bxa4 Qb4+ 35. Kc1 Qa3+ 36. Kb1 Qb4+ 

37. Kc1 Qa3+ 1/2-1/2 

 

13...Nf4  
From Lyell-Lengyel we see: 14.Qxf4 exf4 15.Bxg7 

f5 16.Bxh8 fxe4 17.Bxe4 Kf7 18.Bc3 Rb5 19.a4 

Qe7 20.d3 Re5 21.Nd2 Nb7 22.O-O-O Rc5 

23.Rhe1 Be6 24.Nc4 Qc7 25.Bxg6+ 1-0 

 

At this point I will present analysis by GM Roman 
Dzindzichashvili using both Houdini 3 and Komodo 

6 running on multiple cores. According to Roman his 

computers are just below, “industrial grade”. 

“8. Qf3 Be7 9. Bd3 (9. Bxc6+ Nxc6 10. Qxc6+ Bd7 

11. Qf3 Rc8  

Very accurate move, since after 11...0-0 12 Nc3 

white has some edge. After Rc8...it's a very good 
position for Black. 

12. Nc3 Bc6 13. Qh3 Nd5 14. d3 Nxc3 15. bxc3 Bd7 

16.Qg3 O-O 17. O-O  

17. c4 Ba4! -/+ 
17... Rxc3 =)  

 

9... O-O 10. O-O g6!  
A nuance and better than h6; after h6 11.Ne4 Nd5, I 

have tried to make Qd1 work but after 12.Qd1 Qc7 

13.Be2 Rd8, Black has equality--RM) 11. Re1 

Nd5 =)" 

 

8.Bd3 Nd5 9. Nf3 Bd6 10. O-O Nf4 11. Re1 Nxd3 

12. cxd3 O-O 13. b3 Re8  
Here Komodo gives 13. Nc3 c5 14.Ne4 Bf8 15. Qc2 

Ba6 with equality 

14. Bb2 
Houdini, the most powerful hardware and software, 

thinks White is better by 0.22 after this move. 

14… f6 15. Nc3 c5 16. Ne4 Be6 17. Rc1 Nb7  
Komodo absolutely disagrees with Houdini's 

evaluation, saying that position is equal after 

17...Nb7, but also suggests that 17....Nc6 is also quite 

good for Black. 

17... Nc6 18. Nxd6  

Best try for White. 

18…Qxd6 19. Ba3 Nb4 20. Bxb4 cxb4 21. d4 exd4 

22.Re4 d3 23. Rd4 Qa6 24. Rxb4 Qxa2 25. Nd4 

Qa6 =)  

18. b4  
This is why Houdini thinks white is better by 0,22 , 

but it's quite accurate. Komodo's equal evaluation is 

far more accurate.} 
 

18… cxb4 19. d4 exd4 20. Nxd4 Bd5  

Not Bxa2 

21.Qg4 Bxe4 22. Rxe4 
White has absolutely no edge. 

22..Rxe4 23. Qxe4 Qd7 24. Nf5 Bf8 =” 

 
One variation that appears to equalize 8.Qf3 

is 8...cxb5!? An adage that applies here is that it is 

not what comes off the board that matters; it is what 
stays on the board. 

 

9.Qxa8.  
With cxb5 the Black Knight on the rim comes into 

play with the powerful threat of Nc6/Nd4. At this 

point my Fritz14 engine varies from theory with  

9...Be7! 
If 9…Qd7 10.Qf3 Bb7 11.Qe2 and it doesn't matter 

whether Black tries Bxg2 or some other move White 

is slightly better.  In response to 9...Be7 White could 
try Ne4/Nxf6+/Qf3, but this runs into 9.Ne4 Qd7 

10.Nxf6+ Bxf6 11.Qf3 Bb7 12.Qg3 h5 & Black has 

enough play for the material due to the threat of 

h4/Nc6/Nd4).  
 

White can improve but only if Black plays second 

best moves:  

10.Qf3  

10,Ne4 Nxe4 11.Qxe4 Qd7 12.Qf3 Bb7 13.Qg3 h5 

14.f3 h4 15.Qf2 h3 16.Nc3 hxg2 17.Qxg2 Bh4+ 
18.Kd1 Rh6 19.Ne4 Rg6 20.Qe2 f5 21.Ng3 Nc6 

22.c3 b4 23.a3 bxc3 24.bxc3 Ne7 -+  

10…O-O! 

10…Bb7? 11.Qe2 Bxg2 12.Rg1 Ba8 13.d3 O-O 
14.Be3 Qc7 15.Nd2 Nb4 16.Nde4 Nxe4 17.dxe4 h6 

18.a3 Nxc2+ 19.Qxc2 Bxg5 20.Bxg5 hxg5 21.f3 +/-

11.Ne4 Nxe4 12.Qxe4 Bb7 13.Qg4 Qc7 14.c3 f5 

15.Qh3 Rf6 16.d3 Qd7 17.b4 Nc6 18.a3 Rd6 

19.Ra2 Rg6 20.Rg1 Rd6 21.Be3 Rxd3 22.Rd2 e4 

23.Ke2 Ne5 24.Rgd1 Bd5 25.Kf1 Bb3 26.Re1 = 
Since this analysis is relatively unknown in terms of 

theory in popular literature likeECO, the reader is 

encouraged to look at the variations when they have a 

chance to see whether 8.Bd3 or 8.Qf3 are “playable.
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NYSCA's Discount Program – A New Direction for Membership 
 

The NYSCA annual meeting approved a new way for affiliates and organizers of the New York State 

Championship and New York State Open to support NYSCA events.  Organizers that offer a significant 

entry fee discount for the NYSCA events as well as other tournaments that the organizer holds. The State 

Scholastic Championship, which is the largest funder of NYSCA, is unchanged by this change in 

membership criteria.  It is worth noting that the traditional membership-required model remains in effect, 

and may be used by any organizer, as has been the case throughout NYSCA's history. 

 

There are two goals with the change.  One is to make the State Championship a profitable tournament.  

The long-time organizer of the tournament has reported that the tournament, NYSCA's flagship event, has 

lost money since membership costs were absorbed into the entry fee.  There has been a slow decline in the 

entries at the State Championship even with the current entry fee structure, so an increase may well lead 

to a further decline in entries.  The pool of potential sites to hold the State Championship is not 

particularly large on Labor Day weekend, and by and large, the membership is satisfied with the Albany 

Marriott and the Capital Region location for the tournament.  Therefore this new direction is being tried. 

 

In 2014, membership at the State Championship and State Open will not be required, but members will be 

offered a $7 discount on their entry fee to the event.  Continental Chess Association (CCA) is also 

offering a $5 discount at its other tournaments in New York, including the Long Island Open and 

Manhattan Open.  It should be noted that CCA revived the New York State Open in May in Lake George, 

and the event has been a success for NYSCA.  NYSCA is willing to work with any other organizer on 

other NYSCA events.  

 

NYSCA wants to work with organizers to expand the discounts.  Organizers that offer the discounts will 

have their events advertised in Empire Chess, posted on the NYSCA web site and advertised through 

NYSCA's facebook and twitter feeds.  By accessing NYSCA's group of committed tournament chess 

players, the discounts in entry fee will more than pay for itself with increased entries and the ability to 

obtain entries from further away.  NYSCA is also working on internet options for membership verification 

and purchase. 

 

Help us make NYSCA the best chess organization it can be in the best chess state in the country.  It will 

make us better, and your events better as well. 

 

NEW YORK STATE CHESS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________State:_________Zip:___________________ 

E-Mail:____________________________________________________________ 

USCF ID:__________________________________________________________ 

$20 for four printed issues  $12 for two printed issues (Winter and Summer) 

Mail to: Phyllis Benjamin, Secretary, NYSCA, PO Box 340969, Brooklyn, NY 11234. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Ten Worst Chess Behaviors 
by Neal Bellon (info@lichessclub.com) 

 
The Long Island Chess Club meets at a local church 

which has a billboard out front for its current and 

prospective congregants.  Each week, they post a 
saying that’s usually tinged with a little humor. Last 

week’s read “We’re like fudge - really sweet with a 

few nuts.”  My immediate thought was that this is an 

accurate description of most chess clubs and 
tournaments.  I truly enjoy being a TD and player and 

for the most part, playing rated chess games is an 

enjoyable and worthwhile experience.  However, 
over the years I have either witnessed or been the 

victim of certain behaviors that I find completely 

unacceptable.  Some are simply unsportsmanlike and 
inconsiderate, while others are actually illegal and 

forbidden according to the USCF rulebook.  When 

one of the offences below is committed, many 

players “suffer in silence,” not wanting to appear 
confrontational.  Personally, I do not agree with that 

approach.  I don’t like confrontation either, but if I’m 

the victim of one of these acts, I’m opening my 
mouth.  The message needs to be sent that this type of 

behavior is unacceptable and ruins the aesthetics and 

integrity of playing chess.   
 

Many will spend hundreds of dollars a year on entry 

fees, but won’t shell out the $16 or so for a copy of 

the rulebook, much less read it. It is my contention 

that many players are unaware that annoying or 

distracting behavior is not permitted per USCF Rule 

20G.  Unlike most rules, the annoying behavior rule 
and any potential punishment is at the discretion of 

the TD. 

 

For this reason, I am taking a somewhat dark, 
satirical turn in my column this issue to address this.  

Call this a vent or my not-going to-take it-anymore 

article.  That being said, I have listed below my Top 
10 most annoying chess behaviors.  I find them 

equally irritating, so I have not attempted to order 

them. 
 

NON-PLAYING KNOW-IT-ALL 

You’ve all seen this guy.  He’s the one who shows up 

at the club each week to observe without ever 
actually playing in an event, yet is quick to comment 

on everyone’s game the second it’s done.  If you’re  

so knowledgeable pal, how about paying an entry fee 
and supporting the club instead of telling everyone 

else what to do? 

INAPPROPRIATE POST-GAME COMMENTS 

There should be an unwritten rule that players should 

be gracious in victory and humble in defeat. The 
winner shouldn’t say things like “thank you for the 

game,” or “good luck in the rest of the tournament,” 

as they come off as extremely patronizing.  The 

losing player shouldn’t try to rationalize with 
statements like “I was better the whole time,” or “I 

had you after the opening.”  Just recently, a player I 

beat said, “Yeah, you won but look at the clock.  I 
had 30 minutes left and you had only three.”  I should 

have replied with the fact that I also had a Queen and 

two pawns against his lone King and that his 30 
remaining minutes represents wasted thinking time - 

but I let it go.  

 

PIECE SLAMMERS/DISPLACERS 
Many players slam the pieces emphatically either 

every move or when they play what they feel is a 

strong move.  It’s rude, inappropriate and extremely 
poor etiquette in my view.  In addition, some  will not 

place the piece clearly on a particular square, either 

inadvertently or deliberately, in which case I usually 
ask “Which square is that piece on?” and force them 

to correct it.  

 

 
 

HAND-HOVERERS 

Some will hover their hand over the board while 
they’re thinking.  In my view, this certainly qualifies 

as annoying and distracting behavior. 

 

 



 

 

NON-SCOREKEEPERS 

Failure to keep score, as with hand hovering above, is 
also illegal (USCF Rule 15A).  In a sudden death 

control, scorekeeping is required unless either player 

has less than five minutes of remaining time.  Non-

scorekeeping is sheer laziness and shows a complete 
disregard of the rules.   

 

CLOSE WATCHERS 
It is standard practice for visitors and other players to 

observe a game in progress, but many violate the rule 

of “personal space.”  I find it bothersome when a 
spectator is so close that he’s practical leaning over 

the board.  Checking out a game is fine, but do so at 

an appropriate distance.  

 

 
 

 
 

THOSE WHO CAN’T SET THEIR OWN 

CLOCK 

This drives me insane both as a player and TD.  
When I first purchased my Chronos touch switch 

clock, I sat down with a cup of coffee and read the 

instructions, yet ostensibly many players are too 
unwilling to do the same.  As a TD, it’s irritating for 

me to drop everything and set a clock because the 

player can’t be bothered to learn how.  When you buy 
a clock, read the instructions! 

 

NON-RESIGNERS 

This is the classic and cliche pet peeve for most chess 
players.  It’s one thing if someone’s down a piece or 

pawn early on hoping for a swindle, but I still have 

opponents play on when it’s their lone King against 

my King, Queen, and three pawns with no time 
pressure.  This one will be here to stay. 

 

 

FIDGETERS, STANDERS AND LEANERS 

The “close watchers” above refers to spectators, 

while this refers to opponents.  It’s exasperating when 
my opponent can’t sit still.  I get antsy myself 

sometimes, but then I leave the board completely.  

This infraction includes opponents who stand over 

the board for an extended period, shuffle incessantly 
in their chair, or lean a little too far over the board.  

All are very distracting. 

 

GAME ANALYZERS (IN TOURNEY HALL) 

While this list is in random order, this may be my 

biggest annoyance.  You’ve all been there.  The game 
next to you ends and the two players begin analyzing 

right on the spot as if no one else is in the room.  It’s 

egregiously inappropriate and shows a complete 

disregard for the integrity of the tournament, 
especially when most events have a separate skittles 

room.  In addition, and most important, analysis in 

the tournament hall is illegal (USCF Rule 20F). 
 

The word that comes to mind for the behaviors above 

is inconsiderate.   That’s really what this list is all 

about - a lack of regard for others and proper 
etiquette.  I’m sure many of you have your own chess 

annoyances to add to this list and can share some 

interesting stories.  Upon publication of this article, I 
plan on opening up a discussion thread on my club’s 

or the NYSCA Facebook pages, so feel free to chime 

in at www.facebook.com/groups/lichessclub.   

 

www.nysca.net for news 

and information! 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/lichessclub
http://www.nysca.net/


 

 

Fort Drum Captain Excels in NATO Championships 
by Don Klug 

 

 
United States Army Capt. Arthur Macaspac, a 
Watertown Chess Club member, competed in the 25

th
 

NATO Military Chess Championships held in Quebec 

City during September. He helped the United States 
team to a third=place finish out of 14 teams from 11 

countries and two NATO teams. This is the first time 

that the NATO tournament was held in North 

America. 
 

Captain Macaspac finished 13
th
 in the 62-player field 

with a result of in +4-2=1, in the FIDE Swiss System 
event. Not bad. A seventh round loss to Denmark’s 

FM Finn Pedersen prevented a second-place finish 

and medal in the individual competition. 

 
In the team competition, Germany was the gold 

medalist with 21 ½ points, followed by Poland with 

20 points and the USA in third with 17 1/2 points.  
Capt. Macaspac, FM Pvt. Dharim Bacus and Master 

Sgt. Robert Keough were the top American scorers 

with 4 ½ points for a very balanced US team. 
 

The bronze medal marked only the third time that the 

United States team reached the podium in this 

competition, along with 1989 and 2002. 
 

Below is Capt. Macaspac’s sixth-round victory over 

Denmark’s Jan Morse Nielson follows. This game 
was critical in the American’s bronze-medal push, as 

they beat fourth-place Denmark by one point. 

Macaspac, A. Capt. USA (2102 FIDE) 

Nielson, Jan Morse, Denmark (2083 FIDE)     

Sicilian (by transposition) 

25th NATO Chess Championship, Quebec (round 
6.8, game 175) 

1.Nf3 c5 2.e4 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 e5 5.Nb5 a6 

6.Nd6+ Bxd6 7.Qxd6 Qf6 8.Qd3 Nge7 9.Be2 d5 

10.Nc3 Qg6 11.Nxd5 Nxd5 12.exd5 Qxd3?  
The line... 12...Bf5 13.Qe3 Nb4 14.Qxe5+ Kd7 15.Bf4 

Nxc2+ 16.Kd2 looks ugly for Black, but the position 

remains balanced.  

13. Bxd3 Nb4 14.Be4 a5 15.a3 Na6  

Now Black begins to suffer the consequences of 

12...Qxd3. 

16.Be3 0–0 17.d6 Nb8 18.0–0  
18. 0-0 looks to be more efficient by connecting the 

Rooks now rather than ... 18.Rd1 Nd7 19.c4 a4 20.h3 

Rd8 21.Ke2 Ra6 )  

18...Ra6 19.c4 Rxd6  

Forced, because... 19...Bd7 20.Bxb7 Rxd6 21.Bc5 

Rd2. 

20.Bc5 Rd4  

20...Rd7 may be slightly better, but the damage is 

done. 

21. Bxd4 exd4 22.Rfd1 Rd8 23.Rd2 Be6 24. Rad1 

Black resigns 1-0 

The 26
th
 NATO tournament will be held in July 2015 

in the Netherlands.  The web site may be found at 
http://www.natochess.com/index.html?/championship

2014.htm



 

 

 

KLUG and KISTLER win Jefferson County Title 

Ken Chamberlain takes Open Championship 
by Don Klug 

 
Don Klug, a category two player tied Expert player 
Dr. David Kistler for the 2014 Jefferson County 

Chess Championship at the annual event held on 

October 25
th 

with a score of +2-0=2. The County title 

is awarded to the highest-scoring area resident in the 
tournament. 

 

Kenneth Chamberlain, a Syracuse area player, scored 
+3-1=0, to claim a share of first and win the Open 

Section of the Jefferson County Championship.  

Klug gained a first-round draw against Kistler that 

propelled him to share the title. A fourth round win 
against Carthage player Robert Kratzat clinched the 

title. A third-round win by Kistler over Chamberlain 

seemed to lock up first for Dr. Kistler, but the 
combination of Adolfo Prieto holding Kistler to a 

draw and the Klug win created the three-way logjam 

for first.  
 

Dr. Kistler felt that his second round win over Robert 

Kratzat was his best game of the tournament. It 

involved a speculative and risky sacrifice move 
16….Bxf6 is questioned by Kistler himself as either 

blunder or brilliant? Let the reader make the call.  

 
The game follows: 

Kratzat,Robert (1718) - Kistler,David (2119) 

2014 Jefferson County Championship Watertown, 

NY (round 2), Oct. 25, 2014 

Sicilian Defense 

 

1.e4 c5 2.c3 e6 3.d4 d5 4.e5 Qb6 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.Be2 

cxd4 7.cxd4 Nh6 8.b3?  
8.Nc3 threatens 9. Bb5 or Na5. 

8...Nf5 9.Bb2 Bb4+ 10.Kf1  
Solid! White cannot block his Queen from holding the 

d4 pawn.  

10...0–0 11.a3 Be7 12.b4 Bd7 13.g4 Nh6 14.h3 f6 

15.exf6 Bxf6!?  
Blunder or Brilliant?  

 

A. Fritz suggests  15...Rxf6 16.g5 Rxf3 17.Bxf3 Bxg5  

calling the position even.; B. The move ... 15...gxf6 
16.Nc3 Bd6 looks natural,keeping material even, 

BUT White would hold a significant positional 

advantage. Black's king looks exposed.  

16.g5 Bxg5  

The line  16...Nxd4 17.gxf6 Nxe2 18.Kxe2 Bb5+ 

19.Ke1 gxf6 20.Rg1+ Kh8 21.Nh4 seems inferior to 

the text. 

17.Nxg5 e5 18.Qc2 e4 19.Qc5 Qc7  

Taking aim at g3. If Black trades Queens 19...Qxc5 

20.dxc5 Nf5 21.Kg1 h6 22.Nc3 Ncd4 23.Bg4 hxg5= 
the game seems even. 

20.Qxd5+ Kh8 21.Qxe4 Nf5  

Attacking g3!  

22.Rg1?  

Not White's best choice.[22.Nf3 Rae8 23.Qd3 Ng3+ 

24.fxg3 Qxg3 25.Nbd2 Bf5 26.Qc4 Bxh3+ 27.Rxh3 

Qxh3+ 28.Ke1 Qh1+ 29.Kf2 Qh2+ 30.Kf1 draw. 
22...Rae8 23.Qd3 Ne3+ 24.Ke1 Bf5 25.Qb3? White 

is certainly feeling the pressure, but Fritz sees giving 

up the Queen with 25.Qxe3 Rxe3 26.fxe3 Bxb1 
27.Rxb1 Nxb4 28.Rc1. The Knight on b4 should not 

be taken. (28.axb4 Qc2 29.Rd1 Qxb2 30.Nf3 Qxb4+) 

28...Nc2+ 29.Kd2 Rc8 30.Ne4 Qa5+ 31.Bc3 leading 

to a White  fortress. After Black moves his Queen, 
White has a threat on g7 by moving 32. d5.25.Qd2 

Nc2+ 26.Kd1 Nxa1 27.Bxa1 Bxb1 28.d5 Bg6 29.f3 

Ne5 30.Ne6 Rxe6 31.dxe6 Rd8 32.Bd4 Qd6] 

25...Nc2+  

With the White Queen out of the way Black’s forces 

overwhelm.  

26.Kd1 Rxe2 27.Qd5 Qe7 28.Bc3 Nxa1 29.Bxa1 

Bxb1 30.Bc3 h6 31.Nf3 Qe4 32.Ne5 Nxe5 33.Qxe5 

Qxe5 34.dxe5 Rc2 35.Ba1 Rd8+ 36.Ke1 Rc1+ 0–1 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

New Champion at Queens Chess Club 
by Ed Frumkin 

 
The 2014 version of the Queens Chess Club 
Championship took place over seven rounds from 

October 3 until November 21, with no round on 

November 14 due to another event at our church site.  
 

Top-rated IM Jay Bonin (2436) was back to defend 

his club title, which he has won six times clear and 
shared it four other times).  His nearest challenger 

initially was Robert Guevara (2156), who as a 1900 

player upset IM Danny Kopec in Round 2 of this 

event many years ago. Several other former 
champions participated as well (Edward Kopiecki 

(1997 clear, 1998 shared) (2044), Brian Lawson 

(1995 clear, 1999 shared) (2041), Edward Frumkin 
(1996 clear) (2018), Joseph Felber (1994 shared) 

(2009) and Edgar Cimafranca (1999 shared) (1969).  

 

With 24 players present the first night, the initial cut 
saw Bonin in a tough fight against John Hardin 

(1866), from which the defending champ barely 

prevailed.  The big upset for the round was on Board 
2, where Jay Kleinman (1816) stole one from 

Guevara, as Rob passed up a repetition after 

squandering an advantage.  Christos Pamboukes 
(1912) mysteriously forgot the start date of the event 

and no-showed vs. David Chan (963/3) in the latter’s 

second tournament. 

 
In Round 2 several more players joined up, as Round 

1 unfortunately had to be held on Yom Kippur.  

Upsets continued as Joe Felber held Bonin to a draw 
in a Queen’s Indian and Frumkin was fortunate to 

draw with Kleinman.  The pairings among some of 

the half-point bye players were within 100 points of 
each other.  Kopiecki and Richard Murphy (1970) 

were headed for a draw until Dick’s time pressure did 

him in.  A big upset was Philip Mathew (1313) over 

Paul Denig (1704), taking away the lead (+391) for 
that extra prize from Guevara-Kleinman (+340).  

Mulazim Muwwakkil (1868) took a bye to play in the 

Millionaires’ Open in Las Vegas.  Other tight 
matchups were Payam Parhami (2096) over WIM 

Dorothy Teasley (2002) which went to the former and 

between former champs Lawson and Cimafranca, 

also won by the former. 
 

Round 3 saw two more players start play: Tyrell 

Harriott (2159), who had also played in Vegas, and 
former club vice president Frank Drazil (1657), who 

had pre-entered but had to skip the first two games 
for other reasons.   

 

There were only three perfect scores, so the top 
pairings were Kopiecki-Parhami and Bonin-Lawson.  

Parhami played well to take the clear lead as Bonin 

prevailed with an exchange sacrifice that the 
computer refuted. The pairings among the 1½-½ 

group of Antonio Lorenzo (1869)-Bill Arluck (2035), 

Frumkin-Muwwakkil and Felber-Kenneth Sasmor 

(1821) went to the higher-rated player in each 
matchup.  Kleinman’s upsets came to a temporary 

halt as he lost to Harriott.  Guy Rawlins (1646) held 

Murphy to a draw. 
 

In Round 4 Parhami-Bonin saw the latter grab the b2 

pawn and barely survive.  Parhami took a repetition, 

as a possible three pawns for a piece position was 
difficult to evaluate (and it is good to stay ahead of 

the toughest opponent).  Arluck-Frumkin went to Bill 

this time and Felber-Harriott went to Tyrell.   
 

Among the 2-1 pairings Cimafranca beat Guevara, 

Kopiecki lost to Pamboukes and Lawson beat 
Teasley.  Now Parhami and Arluck had 3½, while 

Bonin, Harriott, Lawson, Cimafranca and Pamboukes 

all had 3-1. 

 
Parhami won an interesting ending from Arluck in 

Round 5 to regain the clear lead at 4½. Bonin beat 

Cimafranca and Harriott beat Lawson to reach 4-1, as 
did Pamboukes with a win from Felber, giving the 

former a 4 game win streak that ended up being the 

longest in the event.  The upset for this round was 
Clayton Glad (1713) over Murphy.  James Sirotnik 

(1558)’s draw with Lorenzo was just shy of the upset 

threshold (400 point rating difference for draws, 

which only Bonin-Felber achieved). 
 

Parhami defeated Harriott in Round 6 to maintain his 

lead (5½-½) while Bonin ended Pamboukes’s streak 
and was alone at 5-1.  Arluck beat Muwwakkil to be 

the only player at 4½-1½.  Frumkin drew with 

Lawson and Kopiecki beat Cimafranca.  A new upset 

leader emerged as Alexander Roti (1435) beat 
Lorenzo (+444), also leading for the Under 1500 

prize and even tied with the Under 1800 leader at 3½-

2½. 
( continued on page 12)

 



 

 

  

The King is a Fighting Piece—the Scholastic Column 
By Zachary Calderon 

 
In chess, we all have a set of opening rules hardwired 
into our brains. Don't move the same piece twice, 

don't bring your Queen out too early, activate your 

King in the endgame, etc etc. However, sometimes 
we need to think outside the box and outside of rules 

like these in order to find solutions. Take, for 

example, the game Short - Timman, Tilburg 1991. 

 

 
 

White has a very active position, and Black is pretty 
tied down. However, White's attack may not be so 

easy to carry out since if the Knight ever moves, 

Black will play Qxg2#.  

 
Here Short played the brilliant attacking move 31. 

Kh2!!  

 
The move seems very quiet, and you may be 

wondering how is this King move an attacking 

move? Keep in mind, the King can only move one 
square at a time! Black may already be lost here, as 

nothing can stop White's plan, and indeed Timman 

resigned after 31...Rc8 32. Kg3 Rce8 33. Kf4 Bc8 

34. Kg5 and Black loses after Kh6 and Qh7#.  
 

Note that if 34...Kh7 35. Rxf7+ Rxf7 36. Qxf7+ Kh8 

37. Kh6 mate cannot be avoided.  
 

So how do you start looking for ideas like this? Look 

at the diagram again, did the plan of Kg1-h2-g3-f4-

g5-h6 ever cross your mind? Would it have in a real 
game? Odds are it wouldn't have. And don't worry, no 

one is expecting you to play at a GM level. However, 

it is good to start thinking outside the box and 
knowing when you can break rules. Middlegame 

strategy (not to mention common sense) tells us to 
keep the King safe and preserve him until the 

endgame. However, Short saw how cramped Black's 

position was, how he had no counterplay, and figured 
out how to bring his last piece into the attack. 

 

Wilhelm Steinitz really believed that the King could 

be a fighting piece, even in the opening! He was even 
famously quoted as saying "The King is a fighting 

piece!" He was very successful with his radical idea, 

as can be seen by his opening the Steinitz Gambit. 1. 

e4 e5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. f4 exf4 4. d4 Qh4+ 5. Ke2  

 

 
 
What's happening? This was not just a mistake, 

Steinitz genuinely intends to use his King to support 

his center! 5...d6 6. Nf3 Bg4 7. Bxf4 0-0-0 8. Ke3 

 

So White is voluntarily moving his King into the 

center of the board! His King is exposed, but how can 
Black attack it? 8...Qh5 9. Be2 Qa5 10. a3 Bxf3 11. 

Kxf3 Qh5+ 12. Ke3  

 

 
 



 

 

And White went on to win this game in Steinitz - Paulsen, Baden-Baden 1870.   

 
Notice that while the King is forward, it is not in danger as Black’s Kingside is resting and none of Black’s pieces 

attack the King directly.  Even with the King forward, White has three pieces and the King developed and Black 

only has two.  Black’s Queen is under attack as well. 

 
So the King can be used as a fighting piece! Of course, when trying to pull off an operation like this one, you must 

be extremely careful. This is your King after all! But done properly, it can be psychologically devastating.  

 

My Walk With Jose (from page 18) 
and for the first time in the game, Black has some activity. 

38.Bc2 Ra8 39.Kh1 Qd2! 

Played instantly.  By now, almost all of the games are over, and several players come over to see Martha play.  

40.f3 Qb4 41.Rd1 Ra3 42.Rb1 Ra8 43.f4 f6 44.fe5 fe5 

Though the d-pawn has been weak the entire game, it slows White’s Queenside pawns and has to stay now. 

45.Rf1 Rf8 46/Rf8 Bf8 47. Kg1 Kf7 

Here I was down to 21 seconds (plus delay) and had to give up scorekeeping.  The game was eventually drawn 

after a Queen trade, the transfer of all Black pawns to dark squares, and a move of the Kings to the Queenside. 

 

I offered one draw in the time pressure that was rejected, but Martha then offered after burning through most of her 
time.  She looked a bit tired and sad.  I was ecstatic.  Making 20 moves (or move) with less than half a minute 

against a WFM in a worse position and holding the game was a significant accomplishment. 

 
It might have broken the psychological hold of youth as well.  For one day, at least, youth was held at bay.  I won a 

medal at the tournament, and ended 2014 one game over .500 for the year.  Mission accomplished. Jose would be 

proud. 
 

Queens Chess Club Championship (from page 10) 
By round 7 Parhami had nearly run out of opponents, having played the next four players in line behind  

him.  As a result he was paired down 1½ points to Frumkin while Bonin was paired with Arluck.  Bill’s clock 
battery died but Jay’s position was worse when he offered a draw that Bill accepted, at which point Parhami and 

Frumkin also drew.   

 

We have a new champ, who raised his rating by 62 points to 2171 in the process.  Bonin was in clear second, while 
Bill had to await the results of Kopiecki-Harriott and Guevara (3 ½)-Pamboukes (4) to see if anybody else could get 

to 5-2.  Guevara won but the Kopiecki-Harriott game was a wild affair, eventually reaching a position with 

Kopiecki’s two Rooks and four fractured pawns against Harriott’s Bishop, two Knights and four sound pawns after 
which Eddie ran out of time with no targets or entry points.   

 

Philip Mathew picked off the upset prize by toppling Lorenzo (+566!).  Even losing to Cimafranca, Alex Roti was 
Top Under 1500 with an even score.  Ira Cohen was Top Under 1800 with 4-3 after his draw with Teasley.    

 

Prizes (raised by 1/3!) were $400 first (Parhami), $240 second (Bonin), $160 third, and $144 Top Under 2100 

($152 each to Harriott and Arluck), $120 Top Under 1800 (Cohen), $96 Top Under 1500 (Roti) and $40 upset 
(Mathew) for a total of $1200 in prizes.  Congratjulations to the prize winners and our thanks to all who 

participated!! 

 
Ed Frumkin and Joe Felber directed. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Walking a Mile with Jose  by Karl Heck 
 

In the journey of life, your place on the path often 

determines your views and thoughts.  Even your 

confidence.  Though many players believe chess is an 
objective search for truth over the board, part of the 

beauty of the Royal Game is how it lets players 

proceed in different styles toward the same goal. 
 

I have been active in the chess world since 1979, 

playing in my first rated event in February.  One of 
the regulars at that time in Central New York chess 

was Jose Benardete, a kindly professor of philosophy 

at Syracuse University who represented chess in the 

1960's and 1970's very well.  A game largely played 
by older intellectuals.  Though working in the private 

sector, long-time Upstate stalwarts Dr. Erich 

Marchand and Dr. Walter Buehl fit the same profile.  
Learned gentlemen playing the Royal Game, often in 

sweater vests and sports coats, smoking pipes 

between (and sometimes during) rounds of four and 
five-hour games.  Thinking about it now, it's hard to 

imagine I was a part of those events. 

 

The Fischer Boom and the scholastic chess boom that 
followed dramatically changed not only the 

popularity of chess, but the look and feel of events.  

The median age of tournament entries fell 
dramatically.  Smoking was banned (much to the 

chagrin of players like chain-smoking ex-NYSCA 

President Dave Blaisdell), and the tweed jacket was 

replaced with crowds of young people in T-Shirts and 
sneakers.  Games, even at major events, shortened 

dramatically, with adjournments disappearing and 

sudden death time controls becoming standard. 
 

Yet the circle of life remains the same.  When I was 

starting in chess, Prof. Benardete was a class-A 
player.  He made Expert, losing the title in his last 

rated tournament in 1996 (though retired as a 

professor, I am happy to say Professor Benardete is 

still with us at age 86, living in the same house in the 
University section of Syracuse).  Despite being a 

teacher for almost half a century, Jose had a flaw as a 

chess player.  It was extremely difficult for him to 
play children in competitive games.  As one of the 

“first wave” of scholastic players participating in 

open events in Syracuse, it was something I was able 
to take advantage of. 

 

My first-ever win over a class A player was against 

Prof. Benardete, in a tournament at Syracuse 

University, in a game where he hung his Queen.  Way 

out of character for a player who was known for 

cautious, positional play out of openings like the 
Queen's Gambit Declined and the French Defense.   

Having been in tournament chess for less than a year 

and rated under 1400, it was quite a breakthrough in 
an era where such things were pretty unusual. 

 

The Professor did get his wins, though, and I believe 
I ended my career against him with a .500 record, 

with several draws.  Given he was higher-rated than I 

was in almost every game we played, I performed 

significantly better than expected against Jose. 
 

When I started in chess, Prof. Benardete was a few 

years older than I am now.  The perception of a 
teenager hasn't changed though.  I assumed he was on 

Social Security back in the day, and not a middle-

aged professor.  I am sure some of the scholastic kids 
think the same of me and my cohort now. 

 

As time as gone on, my chess career has leaned far 

more to the nuts-and-bolts side of chess, including 
editing this magazine for almost 11 years, directing 

close to 300 chess tournaments, and being active in 

chess clubs as an organizer and directing.  Playing 
has taken a back seat. 

 

The nature of the competition has clearly changed 

too.  It rarely stirs the pot anymore to see a 
databased-up scholastic player routinely beating 

adults, and large events like the State Championship 

tend to have quite mixed demographics in their lower 
sections:  kids under 12, and adults over 50, making 

up most of those sections.   

 
Lately, though, I have had the chance to play in a 

couple tournaments, against both children and adults.  

In playing those games, I have thought of the old 

Professor more than once. 
 

At the State Championship, right after I was inducted 

in the State Chess Hall of Fame (surely a sign that my 
youth was in the rear-view mirror), Steve Immitt 

asked me if I would be a houseplayer, as a Canadian 

scholastic player named Xiya Zhou, a 12-year-old 
girl, had the bye and wanted a game. 

 

The result?  The new Hall of Famer got rolled off the 

board in less than 30 moves.  With White.  In an 



 

 

Exchange Lopez that I have been playing for 20 

years.  Bobby Fischer made the Exchange Lopez 
looks so easy.  I didn’t. 

 

After the game I realized that for one-third of my 

young opponent's life, Bobby Fischer has been dead.  
As of me, I might as well as played like I was dead.   

Unlike the upsets of Jose, though, my opponent was 

higher-rated than I was.  Back before the scholastic 
boom, a 12-year-old master was unheard of.  Even 

Bobby Fischer became a teenager with a rating under 

1800.  In 2012, there are 26 12-year-old Experts in 
the US.  Not 12 and Under, just players who are 12.  

If I was 12, I would be number 67 on the 12-year-old 

rating list. 

 
My next over-the-board tournament was more of the 

same. In the 2012 New York State Action Chess 

Championship, my first two games were against 
young players.  Both losses.  Even though they were 

college-age players and not truly youth, I had a 

papable sense of relief, and a return to winning ways, 
when I played an adult coach in round three. 

 

I have learned this phenomenon is somewhat 

universal.  To quote from the Wikipedia page of 
Washington State Master Viktors Pupols, , I learned 

how he dealt with the rise of GM Yasser Seirawan, as 

shown below. 
 

A biography of Pupols, Viktors Pupols, American 

Master, was written by Larry Parr and published by 

Thinkers' Press in 1983. Viktors describes his 
encounters with young Grandmaster-to-be Yasser 

Seirawan: "I could not even see my opponent. All I 

could hear was a voice calling out from under the 
table - Check!!" 

 

Over time, those voices seem to get louder and 
louder, and for the adults, the results seem to get 

worse and worse. 

 

In the fall, with my son headed off to college and 
some time freed up in the schedule, I returned to 

over-the-board tournament play in the first time in 

two years.   
 

My first opponent?  Twelve-year-old FM Aravind 

Kumar. The smallish Kumar arrived at the board 
wearing a nostalgic Air Jordan T-Shirt.  I could relate 

to NM Pupols quite well.  I had never thought about 

wearing an Elvis shirt to initimidate adult players 

back in the early 1980’s when I started playing, but it 
might have had the same effect of getting the grown-

ups to think, “you’re getting old, geezer” all the way 

through the game. 
 

Though two losses ensued, the quality of the battle 

was more promising, even at Blitz.  I held serve in 

the final two two-game mini-matches against college 
students,  and though the State Blitz tournament 

ended for me with a 4-6 overall record, I thought it 

was a good night. 
 

Working into December, I set one chess goal for the 

year.  Finishing with a winning record in USCF-rated 
play.  Going into the Christmas season, I had a record 

of 29 wins, 28 losses and 12 draws entering the 

December 13 Bethlehem Winter Classic.  One game 

over .500.  Four games on the day, and I am one of 
the lower-rated players in the Open section.  First 

thought:  was today a mistake? 

 
My first game of the day was against Make the Right 

Move president Sandeep Alampelli, a ninth grader.  I 

drew Sandeep earlier in the Make the Right Move 
season in a tough draw where I was worse for much 

of the game.   

 

The rematch?  Not too long, and not too exciting: 
 

White: Sandeep Alampelli (1756) 

Black: Karl Heck (1827)   

Sicilian Defense, Bethlehem, NY, December 2014 

1.e4 c5 2.c3 d5 3.cd5 Qd5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 cd4 6.cd4 

e6 7.Nc3 Qd8 8.Bb5+ Bd7 9.Bd7+ Nd7 10.O-O Be7 

11.d5 ed5 12.Nd5 O-O 13. Ne7 Qe7 14. Re1 Qb4 

15. a3 Qg4 16.h3 Qg6 17. Bf4 Rfe8 18. Qd2 draw 

agreed. 

 
One down.  In Sandeep’s case, the game wasn’t too 

draining for me. Progress. 

 
In round two, I got Brendan Lee, an adult who started 

in the Make the Right Move tournaments.  Not 

intimidating on age, just on rating. 

 

White: Karl Heck (1827) 

Black: Brendan Lee (1916) 

Sicilian Defense, Bethlehem, NY, December 2014 

1.e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bb5+ Bd7 5.Bd7+ 

Nd7 6. O-O g6 7. Re1 Bg7 

Transposing into a variation of the Dragon. 

8.d4 cd4 9.Nf4 O-O 10.Be3 Rc8 11.Qd2 Ng4 

12.Bg5 h6 13.Bh4 Qb6 14.Nb3 Rc3?! 

Stock sacrifice in this type of position, but it is 

probably pre-mature here.  Black can patiently build 

up the pressure. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Parr_(editor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yasser_Seirawan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yasser_Seirawan


 

 

15.bc3 g5 16,Bg3 Rc8 17.Nd4 Nde5 18.h3 Nc4 

19.Qe2 Nf6 20.Nf5 Bf8 

While White doesn’t have enough to completely 

reverse the tide, the pressure does give 

compensation and force Black to burn most of the 

rest of his time. 

21.e5 de5 22.Be5 Ne5 23.Qe5 Rc7 24.Rb1 Qc6 

25.Rb3 b6 26.Nd4 Qc4 27.Qb5 draw agreed. 

Both players are down to their last minute.  The 

post-mortem showed Black continues to have 

pressure, but nothing clear-cut.  Probably a fair 

result. 

 

In round three, I surprisingly got a forfeit bye.  In a 

very-closely contested section, it meant a full point, a 

chance at winning the section and a break.  No 
complaints. 

 

It also meant that my likely opponent in the last 
round was Bobby Rotter, a veteran class A player 

from Schnectady.  The plan lined up well until Rotter 

withdrew before the last round.  My new opponent?  
Ten-year-old WFM Martha Samadashvili.  With 

Black. 

 

Immediate payback for the stress-free point in round 
three. 

 

One feature of Make the Right Move tournaments is 
that players with plus scores win medals.  You might 

think that these kinds of awards are only good for 

children.  In the long run, that is true.  In the short 

run, the grown-ups want to win and get a reward just 
as badly as the kids. 

 

Therefore the psychology of the round is both 
playing a star youth player with a higher regular 

rating than I have, and needing a half-round to win a 

medal.   
 

Just before the game started, Martha mentioned she 

had taken a bye in the previous round because she 

had a lesson with a Grandmaster via Skype.  I 
definitely started to think I would be seeing the 

results of that lesson very shortly.  The other thing 

Martha mentioned was that the game was 25 minutes 
with a four-second delay and not three seconds as I 

had the clock originally set.  The extra second a move 

mattered later. 
 

In today’s game, the youth player has a significant 

psychological advantage.  In theory, the adult is 

supposed to win.  That is the natural order of things, 
and what people “expect” in a competition. 

Chess, on the other hand, confers a lot of advantages 

on young players, which is one reason there always 
have been prodigies in chess.  Youth can spend hours 

learning complicated variations with exact moves.  

Sharp openings favor youth.  Youth in adult 

tournaments tend to play relatively stress-free.  The 
adult doesn’t want to go home and say they lost to a 

ten-year-old, no matter how talented. 

 
Welcome to the arena. 

 

White: WFM Martha Samadashvili (1946) 

Black: Karl Heck (1827) 

Sicilian Defense, Bethlehem, NY, December 2014 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 e5 

The Kalashnikov, a popular variation a few years 

ago, or right around when my opponent was born.  

Chess.com shows the opening produces relatively 

few draws (30%) and a slight 39-31 win advantage 

for White. 

5.Nb5 d6 6.N1c3 a6 7.Na3 b5 8.Nd5 Be6  

A less familiar move and the first deviation from 

theory.  8…Nf6 or either Knight to r7 are more 

common. 

9.Be2 

9.Be3 is the main line here. 

9…Nf6 10.Bg5 Be7 11.Bf6 Bf6 12.O-O 

I thought Martha would play 12.Nxf6+ and force 

either the pawn sacrifice on d6 or the doubling of 

the f-pawns. 

12…O-O 13.c3 Bd5?! 

13…Bg5 is more thematic and contests White’s plan 

to move the other Knight to e3 more directly. 

14.Qd5 Ne7 15.Qd2 Qb6 16.Rad1 Rfd8 17.Qc2 

Rac8 18.Qb3 Ng6 

Black doesn’t have much to target here.  Black’s 

clock is also rapidly counting down. 

19.Bg4 Rb8 20.Nc2 a5 21.Ne3 Ne7 

White’s position slowly improves.  Black’s isn’t. 

22. Nd5 Nd5 23.Rd5 b4 24.c4 Be7 25.Qd3 a4 26.b3 

ab3 27.cb3 Qc7?! 

Black should play 27..Ra8 and occupy the open file. 

28.Rfd1 Ra8 29.h3 g6?! 

29…h6 is probably better. 

30. Qd2 Kg7? 

30…Qb6 protects the pawn. 

31.Qb4 Rdb8 

I used most of my remaining time here. 

32.Qc3 Ra3 33.Rb1 Qb7 34.Bd1 Qb6 35.Rb5 Qc7 

36.Rb8 Qb8 37.Qb2 Qb4 

With less time to think, my position stabilizes. The 

Bishops of opposite colors become more important,  
 

(continued on page 12)



 

 

News from the Marshall by Frank Romano 
 
The December Marshall Masters drew 15 players to 

the world-famous club on December 16. 

 
The tournament was a perfect 4-0 sweep for GM 

Aleksandr Lenderman, the highest-rated player in the 

tournament with a 2703 rating entering the event.  
Lenderman beat two highly-regarded Grandmasters 

in the event:  Zviad Izoria and Maxim Dlugy.  Both 

GM’s tied for second with 3-1 scores.  GM’s Mark 

Paragua and Leonid Yudasin, along with New York 
State Hall of Famer IM Jay Bonin, tied for fourth 

with 2 ½ points. 

 
The tournament was directed by Bryan Quick, 

Alexander King and Jermaine Reid for the Marshall. 

 

Thursday night has long been Action Chess night in 
the big city.  Steve Immitt’s “Four Rated Games 

Tonight” brought the excitement of Action Chess to 

Manhattan for two decades, and the Marshall Chess 
Club has continued the tradition with weekly 

Game/30 events. 

 
The December 18 Game/30 tournament was won by 

GM Mark Paragua and IM Kassa Korley.  Both 

players scored 3 ½ points in the 28-player 

tournament, winning their first three games before 
drawing in the last round. 

 

Four players tied for third with 3-1 scores:  IM Jay 
Bonin, NM Juan Sena and Experts Michael Hehir and 

Jonathan Gottehrer.   Bryan Quick and Jermaine Reid 

directed the tournament for the Marshall. 

 
On December 11, 19 players gathered at the Marshall 

for the Action Chess event.  New York State Hall of 

Famer IM Jay Bonin won the event outright with 3 ½ 
points, drawing Expert Robert Olsen, Jr. in the first 

round and working back through the field to win the 

tournament. 
 

FM Boris Privman, NM Juan Sena and Expert Nacer 

Alvarez tied for second with three points.  Privman 

and Sena were undefeated, with two wins and two 
draws, including a last-round draw against each other.  

Alvarez lost to Sena in the first round. 

 
Bryan Quick and Jermaine Reid directed for the 

Marshall. 

 
December 4 brought 22 players to the Marshall and  

the event was a triumph for GM Mark Paragua with  

3 ½ points.  The Grandmaster drew IM Jay Bonin in 

the last round after sweeping through the field in the 
first three rounds. 

 

FM Leif Pressman, Bonin, NM Juan Sena and 
Jonathan Gottehrer all tied from second with three 

points.  Bonin was undefeated with two wins and two 

draws. 

 
Jermaine Reid directed the tournament for the 

Marshall. 

 
The November Marshall Masters was a triumph for 

two very active New York Grandmasters: Zviad 

Izoria and Mark Paragua.  The two GM’s drew in the 

last round after winning their first three rounds 
against the remainder of the 18-player field.    FM 

Carlos Mena was clear third in the field with a 3-1 

score, losing to Izoria in the second round.  Bryan 
Quick and Jermaine Reid directed the tournament for 

the Marshall. 

 
A total of 52 players contested the Matshall Amateur 

Championship on the first weekend in December at 

the Marshall.  The five-round event was a triumph for 

Marcus Ming Miyasaka with 4 ½ points, which was 
enough for a clear victory.  Miyaska yielded a fourth-

round draw to Warren Wang, who tied for fourth in 

the tournament.  Yefrem Zats and Wesley Wang tied 
for second with 4-1 scores.  Warren Wang, Bora 

Yagiz, Daniel Vasserman and Ethan Gu all tied for 

fourth with 3 ½ points.   

 
Jermaine Reid was head tournament director with 

assistance from Oscar Garcia. 

 
Twenty-seven players came to the Marshall on 

Thanksgiving night to play nine rounds of FIDE-

rated Blitz chess.  The tournament was a victory for 
GM Zviad Izoria, who scored 7 ½-1 ½ in the event.  

Izoria conceded a draw in round five to second-place 

finisher GM Mark Paragua, and lost in round seven 

to GM Maxim Dlugy. 
 

Paragua was second with a 7-2 score.  He was 

leading the field until the last round, when a loss to 
German visitor SM Alexander Opitz in the last round 

knocked Paragua down to second place.  He also had 

draws against Dlugy in the third round and Izoria in 
the fifth. 



 

 

 

GM Dlugy and GM Anatoly Bykhovsky tied for third 
with 6 ½ points. Opitz was clear fifth with six points 

in the tightly-bunched field. 

 

Jermaine Reid directed for the Marshall. 
 

While the Marshall did suspend its Action Chess 

nights for the Thanksgiving holiday, the November 
20 edition brought a star-studded field of 27 players 

to the club. 

 
Two Grandmasters tied for first with 3 ½ points:  

Zviad Izoria and Mark Paragua.  Somewhat 

surprisingly, they did not play each other in the event.  

Izoria drew NM Oliver Chernin in the second round, 
while Paragua was held by FM Carlos Mena in the 

third round.  Both GM’s took care of business in the 

last round to ice the top spots. 
 

Mena, FM Boris Privman, FM Ilye Figler and NM 

Tyrell Marriott tied for third with 3-1 scores.  Mena 
and Privman were undefeated. 

 

Gregory Keener and Eric Balck directed for the 

Marshall. 
 

The first weekend of November brought 44 players to 

the Marshall for the November FIDE Grand Prix 
tournament.  The five-round tournament was 

contested over the entire weekend. 

 

GM Oliver Barbosa won the tournament with 4 ½ 
points.  Barbosa won his first four games before 

drawing NM Alexander King, a regular Marshall 

tournament director, in the last round. 
 

Six players tied for second with 4-1 scores:  IM Jay 

Bonin, NM Nicolas De T Checa, NM Gary Huang, 
King, FM Alisa Melekhina and Vladimir Polyakin. 

Bonin, De T Checa and King were undefeated. 

 

Gregory Keener directed for the Marshall. 
 

Halloween night brought 27 players to the Marshall 

for nine rounds of FIDE-rated Blitz.  The last 
survivor of the tournament was GM Mark Paragua, 

who won the event with an undefeated 8-1 score.  

Paragua conceded draws to GM Oliver Barbosa in 
the fifth round, and SM Nasyr Akylbekov in the 

fourth round.  Paragua put it into high gear for the 

second half of the tournament with four straight wins, 

clinching first place in the last round with a victory 
over New York State Scholastic Champion SM 

Joshua Colas. 

 

Barbosa and Akylbekov tied for second with 7 ½ 
points, half a point behind Paragua.  Akylbekov beat 

Barbosa in their individual matchup, but conceded 

three draws in an undefeated performance.  Along 
with drawing GM Paragua, Akylbekov drew IM 

Justin Sarkar in the fifth round and visiting Ohio SM 

Seth Rokosky in the eighth round.   
 

Alexander King was clear fourth with six points, a 

full point and a half behind the leaders, and a full 

point above the rest of the field.  Eric Balck directed 
for the Marshall. 

 

On October 27, the Marshall hosted the FIDE 
Monday tournament.  The 32-player event was won 

by visiting California FM Kyron Griffith with an 

undefeated 5-1 score, conceding draws in round two 
to NM Benjamin Katz and in round six to NM Venkat 

Iyer.  

 

Iyer and Katz tied for second with 4 ½ points.  Both 
were undefeated.  NM Dan Lapan, NM Stanislav 

Busygin, Sarathi Ray, Michael Layevskiy and Hal 

Rives tied for fourth with 4-2 scores.  Lapan and 
Busygin were undefeated. 

 

Alexander King directed the event for the Marshall. 

 
October 21

st
 was the date for the October edition of 

the long-running monthly Marshall Masters series.  

The event drew 19 players and was a triumph for GM 
Mark Paragua with 3 ½ points.  The Grandmaster 

drew IM Jay Bonin in the last round after sweeping 

through the field in the first three rounds. 
 

One of the other Grandmaster in the field, Oliver 

Barbosa, tied for second with an undefeated three 

points.  IM Jay Bonin also had an undefeated three 
points, drawing the top two Grandmasters.  FM Boris 

Privman also scored three points, losing to Paragua in 

the third round.  NM Juan Sena was clear fifth with 2 
½ points. 

 

Bryan Quick and Jermaine Reid directed for the 
Marshall. 

 



 

 

Open Lines…tidbits about the chess world  by Karl Heck 
 

 Former New York State Champion GM Hideku Nakamura won the “Showdown in Saint Louis” match 

against world #3 GM Levon Aronian.  The match was contested in five days in November, with the first 
four days being single games of classical chess, and the fifth day being a 16-game blitz match.  The match 

scoring was set up to count the classical games as four times the worth of the blitz games. 

 

The blitz games ultimately decided the match after the two super-GM’s split the four games of 

classical chess. Local hero Nakamura won the first game, and Aronian tied the match in game two.  

The last two games were drawn.  Nakamura won the blitz phase 9 ½-6 ½ to take the match and 

$60,000 top prize, getting a three-point lead after seven games and coasting home.  Aronian won 

$40,000. 

 

Shown below is Nakamura’s classical win: 

 

GM Nakamura, Hikaru (2767) - GM Aronian, Levon (2797) 

Nakamura-Aronian match 2014 Saint Louis game one, November 21, 2014   

Queen’s Gambit Declined 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Bb45.Bd2 OO 6.e3 Re8 7.a3 Bf8 8.Rc1Nbd7 9.Be2 a6 10.c5 c

6 11.Na4 Ne412.OO Nxd2 13.Nxd2 e5 14.e4 dxe415.Nxe4 Qh4 16.f3 exd4 17.Bc4 Nf618.Nb6 R

b8 19.Nxc8 Rbxc8 20.Qxd4Nxe4 21.fxe4 Rc7 22.Rce1 Rd8 23.Qe3Qh6 24.b4 Qxe3+ 25.Rxe3 

Rd4 26.Bb3g6 27.Ref3 Rdd7 28.e5 Re7 29.e6 h530.Rf6 Kg7 31.h4 a5 32.R1f3 axb433.axb4 Kh

7 34.Bc2 Kg7 35.exf7 Rxf736.Rxg6+ Kh8 37.Rfg3 Bg7 38.R3g5Rf4 39.Rxh5+ Kg8 40.Bf5 Kf8 

41.Be6 Ke8 42.g3 Rxb4 43.Kg2 Rb2+ 44.Kh3Kd8 45.Rhg5 Bc3 46.Rg8+ Ke7 47.Bc4 

Rf2 48.Rh5 1-0 
 

 The regular season was kind to New York area teams, but the playoffs were not as none of the New York 
teams made it to the finals of the 12-team league.  The St. Louis ArchBishops were the 18-team league 

2014 Champions, defeating the Dallas Destiny in overtime after the regular match tied 2-2. 

 
The Manhattan Applesauce won the Eastern Division with a 7 ½-2 ½ match score.  The team was led by 

GM Robert Hungaski, with sizable contributions from rising young players like former New York State 

Scholastic Champion IM Aleksandr Ostrovskiy and NM Ben Gershenov.  The Applesauce won their last 
four matches to win the division title, but were upset in the Quarterfinals by the Miami Sharks, 3-1. 

 

The New York Knights were second in the division with a 7-3.  Their top player was New York State 
Champion GM Gata Kamsky, who played nine games for the Knights, scoring six points. 

 

It took the Game of the Week in the USCL to produce Kamsky’s only loss on the season, to another New 

York Champion, GM Alex LendermanL 

Lenderman, Alex (2701) – Kamsky, Gata (2785) [E12] 

USCL Week 5 Internet Chess Club, September 23, 2014  Queen’s Indian Defense 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.a3 Bb7 5.Nc3 d5 6.Bg5 Be7 7.Qa4+ c6 8.Bxf6 Bxf6 9.cxd5 exd5 10.g3 0\0 11.

Bg2 Nd712.00 Re8 13.Rfd1 Qe7 14.Qc2 a5 15.Re1 c5 16.Rad1 Rad8 17.e3 g6 18.Re2 Bg7 19.dxc5 Nxc5 2

0.Nd4 Ne4 21.Qb3Nxc3 22.Qxc3 Ba6 23.Red2 Bc4 24.Qc2 Rc8 25.Qa4 Rc5 26.Re1 Rec8 27.Qd1 h5 28.h
4 Qe8 29.Qb1 a4 30.Kh2 R8c731.Qd1 Rc8 32.Bf3 b5 33.Kg2 Rb8 34.g4 hxg4 35.Bxg4 b4 36.h5 g5 37.h6 

Bf6 38.Bf5 bxa3 39.bxa3 Ba6 40.Qf3 Rb641.Rb1 Qd8 42.Rxb6 Qxb6 43.Be6 Qd8 44.h7+ Kh8 45.Bxf7 Rc

1 46.Rd1 Rxd1 47.Qxd1 Qe7 48.Bxd5 Qxa3 49.Qh5Qf8 50.Qg6 Bg7 51.Qxa6 Bxd4 52.exd4 Kxh7 53.Qxa
4 1-0 
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The Knights won their Quarterfinal match against the Rio Grande Ospreys, 2 ½ -1 ½, before losing in the 

Semifinals to the Dallas Destiny by the same score.  Other main players for the Knights included GM 
Pascal Charbonneau, FM Michael Bodek, SM Matt Herman, and SM Nicolas Checa. 

New York State Hall of Famer GM Joel Benjamin played every week for the New Jersey Knockouts, going 
9-3 for the third-place team in the East.   Benjamin was third overall in the USCL MVP standings with 21 

½ points and won Game of the Week in Game Seven for this effort against GM Holden Hernandez. 

Benjamin,Joel (2634) - Hernandez,Holden (2582) [E17] 

USCL Week 7 Internet Chess Club, Octber 7, 2014  Queen’s Indian Defense 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 b6 3.g3 Bb7 4.Bg2 e6 5.d4 Be7 6.00 00 7.d5 exd5 8.Nh4 c6 9.cxd5 Nxd5 10.Nf5 Nc7 11.

Nc3 d5 12.e4Nba6 13.exd5 cxd5 14.Nxd5 Nxd5 15.Bxd5 Bxd5 16.Qxd5 Bf6 17.Qf3 Nc5 18.Rd1 Qc7 19

.Nh6+ Kh8 20.Ng4 Be721.Bf4 Qc8 22.Rac1 Qa6 23.a3 Qb5 24.b4 Ne6 25.Rd5 Qe8 26.Be3 Rc8 27.Rdd

1 f6 28.Qf5 Rc6 29.h4 Qc8 30.h5 Rxc131.Bxc1 Rd8 32.Re1 Rd6 33.Bf4 Qc3 34.Rxe6 Rd1+ 35.Kg2 Qa

1 36.Re1 1-0 

The Connecticut Dreadnoughts also harbored several New York players, including GM Alex Lenderman, 

GM Mark Paragua, GM Michael Rohde, GM Oliver Barbosa, FM Leif Pressman and SM Joshua Colas.  
The Southern Division third-place Dreadnoughts ended their season with 4 ½ points, and lost in the 

wildcard round of the playoffs to the San Francisco Mechanics, 2 ½-1 ½. 

Games in the USCL are all played on the Internet Chess Club server, with each team being housed 

somewhere in their home city.   Manhattan played their matches at the Chess-in-the-Schools office, while 

the Knights were hosted by NYC Chess.  The USCL completed its tenth season in 2014.  The New York 
Knights, an original franchise, won the league championship in 2009 and 2011, despite only once winning 

a division title.  That title was in 2005, the first season of the USCL.  The Knights’s seven points this year 

was the most they have scored since 2005. 

The 18 teams were a record high for the USCL, and the season was the first played in a three-division 

setup.  2013 had 16 teams in four divisions and two conferences. 

The Boston Blitz did not make the playoffs in the USCL, but they did roster the youngest-ever American 

Grandmaster, Sam Sevian, who earned the rating necessary to earn the title in St. Louis at a companion 

tournament to the Nakamura-Aronian match.  Sevian was born in Corning, so the 13-year-old has New 
York roots.  The official record for youngest GM is 13 years, 10 months, and 27 days.  Along with New 

York, he has lived in Florida, California and currently lives in Massachusetts. He is the first GM born in the 

2000’s.  Sevian was also the youngest American IM in history, at 12 years and 10 months. 

 New York placed five members on the 53-member 2015 All-American Chess Team sponsored by Trophies 

Plus.  The Team has been named by US Chess since 1987, and is selected based on age, rating and 

activities in a similar manner to sports all-star teams.  The Empire State contingent include IM Aleksandr 
Ostrovskiy as one of the two Age 17 members with a minimum peak rating of 2500, FM Michael Bodek at 

Age 16 with a minimum peak rating of 2450, SM New York State Denker Representative  Joshua Colas at 

Age 15 with a minimum peak rating of 2400, former New York State Champion NM Nicolas de T Checa, 
and Benjamin Medina in the Age 8 and Under category with a minimum peak rating of 1900.  

Congratulations to all of our All-American Chess Team players, and best of luck with your continued 

success. 

 It’s a sign of the times where GM Irina Krush notes in Chess Life Online that the K-12 Grade 

Championships are a good venue to see the best primary school players, but increasingly not older students 

who are earning international titles and moving on to open competitions with adults and other strong 
juniors.  While GM Krush may be correct on the future, in the present the National School Grade was a 

New York showcase.  Empire State players showed the nation who the boss of scholastic chess was with 

two individual championships and an incredible 11 (!) team championships in the 13-grade tournament. 
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Our three new National School Grade champions are NM Joshua Colas in the 11
th
 Grade section, Jacob 

Chen in the 7
th

 Grade section,  and Nico Werner Chasin in the 2
nd

 Grade section.  Chasin swept out the 160-
player section with a perfect 7-0 score, while Colas and Chen both scored 6 ½ points.   

There were a number of other notable individual performances throughout the grades.  Quan Ince tied for 
third in the highly-competitive, 66-player 12

th
 Grade section with an undefeated 5 ½ points, conceding 

draws in the third, fourth and fifth rounds.  Along with champion Colas, Alexander Spinnell tied for third 

with 5 ½ points, and Isaac Barayev, Michael Ainsworth and John Chen tied for fifth in the 64-player 

section with five points. 

Daniel Kostovetsky and Mubassar Uddin tied for third in the 63-player 10
th
 Grade section, while three New 

Yorkers tied for fifth with five points in the 72-player 9
th
 Grade section: William Graif, Amir Moazami, 

and Tristan Dalhouse.  Nancy Wang, Reddy Young-Jai Sohn Lee, and Omar Cunnigham tied for ninth in 

the 114-player 8
th
 Grade section. 

Along with Chen’s co-championship performance in the 113-player 7
th
 Grade section, Katherine Shaw 

Davis, Maury Ahram, Malcolm Halpern and Wang Chen tied for eighth with five points.  Tyler 

Roonoarount and Akira Woos Nakada were in the group in fifth with 5 ½ points in the 155-player 6
th
 Grade 

section.  James Lee tied for second in the 190-player 5
th
 Grade section, the largest of the tournament.  Lee 

lost in the sixth round when the score group was down to four perfect 5-0 scorers.  Haruki Izumi, Theo 

Kogan and Brandon Wang tied for sixth with 5 ½ points. 

Hamilton Shillingford and Jonathan Manta tied for third with 6-1 scores, both losing in round five.  This 
was one section where the New Yorkers were outrated by a strong Texas contingent, but the Empire State 

players hung tough with the favored Texans.  Sumit Dhar, Dylan Challenger, Davyn De Jongh and 
Leonardo Liu all tied for fifth with 5 ½ points in the 185-player section.   Nathaniel Shuam tied for second 

in the 154-player 3
rd

 Grade section with six points, losing to the eventual champion in round six.  Gus 

Huston and David Zong tied for sixth with 5 ½ points. 

Second grade was a major strong point for New York, with Empire Staters lining the top of the 160-player 

table.  Lucas Forester-Yialamas and Jack Levine tied for second with 6-1 scores, with Forester-Yialamas 

losing to champion Nico Chasin in an all-New York final.  Levine was upset in Round Four.  James 
Youngji Oh was in the tie for eighth with 5 ½ points.  

William Safranek tied for second in the 130-player 1
st
 Grade section with a 6-1 score, only losing in round 

five.  Charles Doyle and Andre Bart tied for fourth in the 67-player Kindergarten section. 

Along with the main event, there are Blitz and Bughouse events as part of the K-12.  Alexander Spinnell 
was 9-3, finishing 11

th
 in the 94-player K-12 Blitz tournament, while Nathaniel Shuman finished fifth in the 

114-player K-6 Blitz event with a 9 ½-2 ½ score.  Both Blitz tournaments were contested as six two-game 

mini-matches. 

The team competition is where New York was even more dominant.  Despite having 100 fewer teams than 

host Florida, New York won an incredible 11 team championships with three-player teams in each grade.  

The Empire State contingent won every grade championship from first grade through eleventh grade for a 
truly dominant performance.  The host state won the Kindergarten championship, and a school from Illinois 

won the 12
th
 grade championship.  Texas, the state with the fourth-highest number of teams, was shut out. 

In the team standings, New York was the top two in the 11
th

 Grade section with perennial dominant school 
Stuyvesant High School of New York City finishing first with 15 points (Alexander Spinnell 5 ½, John 

Chen 5, Samuel Zhang 4 ½), and White Plains High School was second with 14 points (Joshua Colas, 6 ½, 

Michael Ainsworth 5, Christopher Tortoriello 2 ½).  New York’s NEST+m School won the 10
th

 Grade 
team title with 13 ½ points (Mubassar Uddin 5, Markus Pond 4 ½, Jack Wen 4, Teseo Torras 4).  

Stuyvesant was second with 12 ½ points (Kai Kronberg 5, Daniel Yassky 4, Brnadon Huang 3 ½, Tommy 

Zhang 3 ½), and Rochester’s Wilson Commencement Academy was third with 12 points (Webster Kehoe 
4, Connor Wagner 4, Peter Carter 4). 



 

 

New York teams were also dominant in the 9
th
 Grade Championship with Edgemont High School from 

Scarsdale in Westchester County winning with 13 ½ points (William Graif 5, Alexander Crump 4 ½, Victor 
Lue 4), and Stuyvesant High School placing second with 12 ½ points (Shaina Peters 4 ½, Charlie Reeded 4, 

Zachary Yu 4).  IS 318 of Brooklyn won the 8
th
 Grade Championship with 15 points (Nancy Wang 5, 

Mengnan Chen 5, Omar Cunningham 5) and the Dalton School tied for third in the closely-contested 

section with 14 points (Reddy Young-Jai Sohn Lee 5, Daniel Challenger 4 ½, Tristan Sollecito 4 ½).  IS 
318 also won the 7

th
 Grade Championship with 16 points (Arjun Rai 6, Malcolm Galpern 5, Wang Chen 5).  

The NEST=m School tied for third with 12 points (Maury Ahram 5, Pyke Turnbow 4, Tej Telymonde 3, 

Biko Smith 3).  

The New Speyer Legacy School won the 6
th
 Grade Championship with 15 ½ points in the top half of a 

podium sweep for the Empire State.  Speyer had Akira Wood Nakada score 5 ½ points, while Stefan 
Jelenkovic and Marcus Scott scored five.  IS 318 was second with 14 ½ points (Steven Xue 5, Justin 

Dalhouse 5, Katrina Wong 4 ½), and the Dalton School was third with 13 ½ (Tyler Roonprapunt 5 ½, Sam 

Pozner 4, Atticus Young-Chang Lee 4).  The New Speyer School also won the 5
th
 Grade Championship 

with 16 ½ points (James Lee 6, Haruki Izumi 5 ½, Daniel Fridlyand 5). 

The Dalton School won the 4
th
 Grade Championship, one of three for the Manhattan school, with an 

amazing 17 points (Hamilton Shillingford 6, Dylan Challenger 5 ½, Davyn De Jongh 5 ½).  PS 33 Chelsea 
Prep was second with 15 points (Sumit Dhar 5 ½, Leonardo Liu 5 ½, Adam Sherer 4). The New Speyer 

League School tied for third with 14 points (Jonathan Manta 6, Nittai Huberman 4, Jason Xia 4) as did the 

Hunter College Campus School (Connor Arwin Dong 6, Brian Wolfson 5, Bradley Rodriguez 4) and PS 
116 (Zachary Yan 5, Anish Saxena 5, Chloe Cohen 4, Percy Jackson 4). 

The 3
rd

 Grade Championship was also a podium sweep for New York.  The Dalton School won the title 
with 16 points (Nathaniel Shuman 6, Gus Huston 5 ½, Pippa Lee 4 ½).  NEST+m School was second with 

15 ½ points (Davis Zong, Jr., 5 ½, Robert Shibata 5, Charles Hua 5, Eric Tang 5), and the New Speyer 

Legacy School was third with 15 points (Ryan Peterson 5, Amanda Phillips 5, Nivedita Morris 5). 

The podium was also filled with New Yorkers in the 2
nd

 Grade Championship, with PS 41 scoring 18 

points to win the title by an impressive three full points (Nico Chasin 7, Jack Levine 6, Maximillian Pesha 

5).  The Dalton School was second with 15 points (Maxwell Silvers 5, Vihaan Kotahwala 5, Avi Gulati 5).  
The Hunter College Campus School was third with 14 ½ points (Joshua Chong 5, Jake Quan 5, Sean 

Kaloudis 4 ½).   

 One of Nico’s wins is shown below, courtesy of CLO.  This one is an all-NY battle to the finish. 

K-12 Championships, Orlando 2014  
White: Chasin, Nico 
Black: Foerster Yialamas, Lucas 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.e3 Bg75.Bd2 OO 6.Nf3 dxc4 7.Bxc4 c5 8.dxc5 Nc69.OO Bg4 10.Be2 Qd7 1

1.Qc2 Rfd812.Rfd1 Qe8 13.h3 Be6 14.Nb5 Rd715.Nbd4 Bd5 16.Nxc6 Bxc6 17.Ne5 Rdd818.Nxc6 bxc6 

19.Ba5 Rd7 20.Bf3 Rc821.Rxd7 Qxd7 22.Rd1 Qb7 23.b3 Qa624.b4 Qb7 25.a4 a6 26.Rb1 Qd7 27.Qc4 

Qa728.Be2 Ra8 29.Bb6 Qb7 1-0 

The Dalton School was the top team in the 1
st
 Grade Championship with 16 points (William Safranek 6, 

Alexander Rubenstein Mash 5, Jonathan Weinberg 5).  The New Speyer Legacy School was second with 

15 points (Gary Felsher 5, Gabriel Rhodes 5, Alexander Berman 5).  Avenues: the New World School was 

third in the Kindergarten section with 13 points (Andre Bart 5, Raunak Sondhi 4, Ayan Marin 4). 

A truly amazing performance by the New York delegation!  New York won nine National Grade Team 

Championships last year, and despite last year’s 12
th
 Grade champion team aging out, New York teams 

managed to improve on that milestone this year.  Amazing! 
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Rochester Chess News from staff reports 
 

The Upstate New York Interscholastic Chess League, 
the largest of its type in Upstate New York, is back 

for its 16
th
 season under the auspices of the Rochester 

Chess Center. 

 
A total of 51 teams are playing in the Rochester and 

Buffalo leagues, with 36 teams in the eight Rochester 

Leagues and 15 in the three Buffalo Leagues.  Two of 
the Leagues in Rochester are made up entirely of 

middle schools, a good sign for the continued future 

of chess in Western New York. 
 

To date, long-time powerhouse Wilson is undefeated 

in League One, School of the Arts is an undefeated 6-

0 score in League Two, Brockport and Pembroke are 
4-0 and tied for third in League Three, Pittsford and 

Victor are tied for first in League Four with 3-1 

scores, and Geneva HS and MS are 4-0 scores in 
League Six.  The other Leagues are just in the 

process of getting going. 

 
In Buffalo, St. Francis is leading League One with a 

4-0 score at the Christmas break.  Pioneer High 

School is leading the way in League Two with a 6-0 

score, and the Park School is in first place in League 
Three with a 4-1 score. 

 

The Leagues will continue through the winter and 
end with team championships in March and 

individual championships in April.   

 

The Chess Center once again ran the Arkport Open, 
which was contested for the 19

th
 consecutive year in 

the suburb of Hornell on October 4.  A total of 34 

players contested the tournament, and the event was a 
perfect score triumph for Expert Daniel Johnston.  

David Campbell, another rated Expert, was clear 

second with 3 ½ points.  Campbell conceded a draw 
in the third round to another Expert, Lev 

Paciorkowski, in the third round. 

 

Abraham Glasser, Joshua Rofrano, Paciorkowski, 
Jacob Chen, David Phelps and local player Garrett 

Thompson all tied for third with 3-1 scores.  Rofrano, 

Chen and Thompson were all undefeated with two 
wins and two draws. 

 

Ron Lohrman ran the tournament for the Hornell 
Chess Club. 

 

 

The December 20
th
 weekly Saturday tournament 

drew 17 players and was won by Expert Daniel 

Johnston, who exceeded 2100 for the first time in this 

event.  Johnston had a perfect 3-0 score.  FM Igor 

Nikolayev was clear second with 2 ½ points, 
conceding a first-round draw to Jeffret Shi, a 1900 

player. 

 
Lev Paciorkowski, David Campbell and John 

Manning tied for third with two points.  Arianna 

Kharrobi won the Youth section in the Ken McBriade 
and Mike Lionti-directed tournament. 

 

The December 13
th
 tournament also drew 17 players 

to the Chess Center, and was won by FM Igor 
Nikolayev and Daniel Johnston with 2 ½ points.  The 

co-winners drew in the second round.  Syracuse 

Expert Steve Capp led a group of four players with 
two points that also included David Campbell, Ken 

Chamberlain and Pranav Kumar. 

 
Sathya Mandava won the Youth section in the Ken 

McBride directed event. 

 

The December 6 tournament was a perfect-score 
triumph for FM Igor Nikolayev, who won with a 3-9 

score.  David Campbell was clear second in the 21-

player tournament with 2 ½ points, taking a half-
point bye in the first round.  Five players tied for 

third with two points:  Daniel Allen, Daniel Johnston, 

Webster Kehoe, Connor Wagner and Jeffrey Shi. 

 
Vladimir Bondar won the Youth section at the 

Michael Lionti-directed tournament. 

 
Along with weekly tournaments, the Rochester Chess 

Center houses the Community Chess Club of 

Rochester.  One of their main activities is the Rawle 
Farley Memorial Chess League, which is a team 

competition for area players played at the Chess 

Center on Monday nights.  Dr. Farley was an 

economics professor at SUNY Brockport who died in 
2010 at the age of 88. 

 

Six teams competed in the 2014 Farley League XVI, 
which occurs in regular segments throughout the 

year.  Top Board finishers were Owen Shriver on 

Board One with 8 ½ points out of a possible 10, 
followed by regular tournament director Ken 

McBride in second with six points.  Jamshed Ahmed 

led Board Two players with nine points, with Pranav 



 

 

Kumar second with six points.  Edwin Rosenberg led 

the way on Board Three, also with nine points out of 
a possible ten.  Eric Coltrain was second with six 

points. 

 

Thomas Kwon was the top player on Board Four with 
nine points, followed by Neil Parry with 6 ½ points.  

Dale Janezic lead the way on Board Five, also with 

nine points, with Franklin Jones one point behind in 
second place. 

 

The annual competition will resume in 2015.  Thirty-
five players competed in the League this season. 

 

A total of 22 players did battle in the November 29
th
 

Saturday tournament at the Chess Center, and 
Syracuse Expert Steve Capp won the event with its 

only perfect 3-0 score.  FM Igor Nikolayev and 

Abraham Glasser tied for second with 2 ½ points, 
with both players conceding draws to class A players 

Sherman Cunningham and Ethan Yung respectively. 

 
Daniel Johnston, Derek Linton and John Manning 

tied for fourth with two points.  Ariana Kharroubi 

won the Youth section in the Michael Lionti directed 

tournament. 
 

FM Igor Nikolayev won the 19-player November 22 

Saturday tournament with a perfect 3-0 score.  Six 
players tied for second with two points:  Experts 

Steve Capp, Lev Paciorkowski, Daniel Johnston and 

Owen Shriver, along with Nick Bessey and Ethan 

Yung. 
 

Andrew Guo won the Youth section in the Kenneth 

McBride directed tournament. 
 

Nikolayev also won the 14-player November 15
th
 

tournament with a perfect 3-0 score.  Expert Lev 

Paciorkowski was clear second with 2 ½ points, 
drawing with fellow Expert Jacob Chen in the last 

round with a chance to tie at the top on the line. 

 

Cliff Kharoubbi and Sherman Cunningham tied for 
third with two points.  Arianna and Aiden Kharroubi 

tied for first in the Youth section in the Ken McBride 

directed tournament. 
 

Twenty-one players contested the November 8 

Saturday tournament at the Chess Center, and the 
event was a triumph for Expert Clifton Kharroubi, 

who won the tournament with a perfect 3-0 score.  

Six players tied for second with two points.  Experts 

Lev Paciorkowski, Jacob Chen and Daniel Johnston, 
along with Ethan Yung, Douglas Spencer and Pranav 

Kumar.   

 
Arjun Ganesh won the Youth section.  Kenneth 

McBride directed the tournament. 

 
Twenty-four players contested the November 1 

Saturday tournament on All Saint’s Day at the Chess 

Center. 

 
The highly-competitive event saw four players tied 

for first with 2 ½ points:  FM Igor Nikolayev, along 

with Experts Steve Capp. Jacob Chen and Daniel 
Johnston.  Capp and Nikolayev drew in the last 

round, while Chen took a half-point bye and Johnston 

drew Abraham Glasser.  Lev Paciorkowski, Sherman 

Cunningham and Pranav Kumar tied for fifth with 
two points, each losing to one of the leaders. 

 

Andrew Guo won the Youth section in the Mike 
Lionti directed tournament. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

New York State Scholastic Chess Championships 

February 28-March 1, 2015 

 

Saratoga Springs, Saratoga Hilton 

Full details on page 32. 



 

 

Capital Region News by Karl Heck 

 

Above: WFM Martha Samadashvili makes a move 

(l) at the Make the Right Move Tournament 86 at 

Albany Academy. 

 

Much of the chess activity in the Capital Region this 
fall has been through the Make the Right Move 

tournaments, which offer free chess in venues 

throughout the Capital Region.  Six events have been 
contested so far during the fall season. 

 

The most recent of those was the Bethlehem Winter 

Classic, which was held on December 13 at the 
Delmar Middle School and attracted 77 players. 

 

The Open section was won by Brendan Lee with 
three points.  Lee drew Bobby Rotter in the first 

round and Karl Heck in the second before hitting his 

stride and winning the last two games.  Heck was 

second with an undefeated 2 ½ points. 
 

Derin Gumustop won the King section for players 

between 1000-1400 with a perfect 4-0 score.  
Jingxuan Liu was clear second with 3 ½ points. 

Samantha Giknis won the Queen section for players  

 
600-999 with 3 ½ points. Santhose Abraham and 

Balaji Mahadevan tied for second with three points, 

with Mahadevan going undefeated.   

 

Benjamin Matsun won the rated 600 and below for  

 

elementary school students section with a perfect 4-0 
score.  Eleanor Cerf was clear second with three 

points.  Nicholas Rappazzo won the rated 600 and 

below section for grades six and above with 3 ½ 
points.  Four players tied for second with three 

points:  Luke Villani, Jack Berry, Ben Goldberg and 

Erica Li.   
 

Veteran player Ken Evans won the All Welcome non-

rated section with a perfect 4-0 score.  Bonnie Bauer, 

a relative newcomer to the event, was clear second 
with three points, losing only to Evans. 

 

Matthew Felske won the Beginner Grades 3-5 section 
with a perfect 4-0 score.  Five players in the 20-

player section tied for second with three points:  Peter 

Truesdale, John Czajkowski, Arthur Huang, Tanmay 

Goel and Ty Sprague.   
 

The team competition was won by Albany High 

School with 14 ½ points.  Perennial champion East 
Greenbush was second with 12 ½ points and 

Tanglewood was third with 10 ½ points. 

 
Sreeniv Alampalli and Brother John McManus 

directed the tournament for Make the Right Move. 

 

The Righr Move 89 tournament was held on 



 

 

December 6
th
 at the Martin Luther King Elementary 

School in Schenectady, and drew 109 players.  The 
rated Open section was won by Empire Chess 

columnist Zachary Calderon with 3 ½ points.  

Calderon and top-ranked Bobby Rotter drew in the 

third points.  Rotter, Philip Sells and WFM Martha 
Samadashvili tied for second with 2 ½ points. 

 

Joseph Schneider won the rated King 1000-1400 
section with three points, losing in the first round to 

Zachary Benson and then won the last three games to 

sweep to the top of the section.  Shreyas Raman and 
Rhamel Bynum tied for second with 2 ½ points. 

 

The rated Queen section was won by Uriel Calixto 

with a perfect 4-0 score.  Tatiana Varela and Charles 
Xue tied for second with three points.  The 30-player 

rated Rook Under 600 section had two perfect 4-0 

scores:  Kennedy Etwaru and Daniel Brucker.  Five 
players tied for third with three points:  Kassi 

McTague, Santhosh Abraham, Joey Mercado, 

Samantha Giknis and Luke Murphy. 
 

Edward Murphy won the All Welcome unrated 

section with three points.   Ken Evans was clear 

second with 2 ½ points.  The 25-player Grades 6-12 
Beginner section had two perfect scores: Stelin Poola 

and Jared Wargacki.  Serigne Sow was clear third 

with 3 ½ points.  Three players tied for fourth with 
three points:  Samuel Koblensky, Nicholas Rappazzo 

and Branden Matuszek. 

 

Justice Jackson handed out the justice in the Grades 
3-5 Beginner section with its only perfect 4-0 score.  

Anthony Ally, Arthur Huang, John Lamont, Tammy 

Goel and Moses Williams tied for second with three 
points.  Coumba Ndlaye won the Beginner K-2 

section with four points.  Evan Dong and Christian 

Bixler tied for second with three points. 
 

The host school won the Team competition with 16 

points.  East Greenbush was second with 13 ½ points, 

and the Consortium and Albany Community Charter 
School tied for third with 10 ½ points. 

 

Sreeniv Alampalli and Brother John McManus 
directed the tournament for Make the Right Move. 

 

November 15 was the 70-player Bethlehem Fall 
Classic, and the Open section was won by Expert 

Peter Michelman with 3 ½ points, yielding a draw to 

Karl Heck in the first round.  Carlos Varela was clear 

second with 2 ½ points. 
 

Rhamel Bynum and Jade Regner tied for first in the 

Rated 601-899 section with three points.  Bynum 
won their individual game in the first round, but then 

lost in the last round to third-place finisher Phillip 

Anderson to force the tie. 

 
Catalina Varela won the rated Grades 6-8 with the 

section’s only 4-0 score.  Four players tied for second 

with three points:  Kassi McTague, Harun Gopal, 
Tatiana Varela and Thomas Burgess.  Sean Meer won 

the Rook section for Grades 5 and below with four 

points, winning the section by a point and a half.  
Andrew Cerf was clear second with 2 ½ points.   

 

The unrated All Welcome section was won by Zaza 

Samadashvili with 3 ½ points.  Samadashvili won the 
first three games and then drew Ken Evans in the last 

round.  Evans, Bill Matters and Bonnie Bauer tied for 

second with three points, with Bauer winning her first 
prize in the event. 

 

Below:  Zaza Samadashvili and Ken Evans face off 

in the All Welcome section of the Make The Right 

Move Tournament 86 at Albany Academy. 

 

 
Joshua Levin and Gabriel Rodriguez won the unrated 

Beginner K-5 section with 3 ½ points, drawing each 
other in the second round.  Matthew Collins was 

clear third in the section with an undefeated 3-1 

score. 

 
Bethlehem won the closely-contested team 

championship with 13 points, beating East Greenbush 

by half a point.  The Consortium was third with 12 
points. 

 

Sreeniv Alampalli and Brother John McManus 
directed the tournament for Make the Right Move, 

with assistance from the Bethlehem MS Chess Club. 

The Right Move tournament 88 was held on 



 

 

November 1 at the Campus Center at UAlbany, and 

drew 96 players.   
 

Expert Peter Michelman won the Open section with 3 

½ points, drawing Carlos Varela in the first round and 

then winning three games in succession.  Varela and 
Philip Sells tied for second with 2 ½ points in the 

closely-contested section. 

 
Blaise Loya won the King 1000-1400 section with 3 

½ points, winning the section by half a point while 

yielding a third-round draw to Uriel Calixto.  Joseph 
Schneider and Derin Gumustop tied for second with 

three points.   

 

Phillip Anderson won the Queen section for rated 
players from 600-999 with 3 ½ points, yielding a 

second-round draw to Harold Wang in the second 

round and winning his other games.  Jade Regner, 
Balaji Mahadevan and Rhamel Bynum tied for 

second with three points. 

 
The 36-player Rook section for rated players under 

600 was the largest of the tournament, and had two 

perfect scores:  Jingxuan Liu and Elizabeth 

Gialanella.  Nine players tied for third with three 
points:  Daniel Brucker, Connor Hurley, Kassi 

McTague, Catalina Vareda, Lila Shih Freeman, Colin 

Mendrick, Xavier McCarthy, Aubrey Nooks and 
Andrew Cerf.   

 

Zaza Samadashvili won the unrated All Welcome 

section with its only perfect 4-0 score.  Bill Matters 
and Ken Evans tied for second with three points.  

Jared Wargecki won the Grades 6-12 unrated section 

with a 4-0 score.  Four players tied for second with 
three points:  Harum Gopal, Giona Kleinberg, 

Michael Fishburn, and Samuel Koblensky.   

 
Connor Raven won the Grade 3-5 Beginner section 

and his brother Tyler won the Grades K-2 Beginner 

section. 

 
East Greenbush won the Top Team trophy with 14 

points, followed by Bethlehem Central with 13 points 

in second place, and St. Joseph’s of Kingston was 
third with 11 ½. 

 

Sreeniv Alampalli and Brother John McManus 

directed the tournament for Make the Right Move. 

 
Empire Chess columnist Zachary Calderon won the 

All Welcome section of the first Make the Right 

Move tournament of the season – TRM 86 at Albany 

Academy.  Calderon scored 3 ½ points, winning his 
first three games and then drawing WFM Martha 

Samadashvili in the last round. 

 
Martha Samadashvili, Sandeep Alampalli and Carlos 

Varela tied for second in the closely-contested section 

with three points, with Samadashvili and Varela 
going undefeated.  Karl Heck, Zaz Samadahsvili and 

Ken Evans tied for fifth with 2 ½ points. 

 

Ronghai Gong won the King 1000-1400 rated section 
with three points.  Gong forfeited the first round and 

then won three straight games.  Derin Gumustop, 

Shreyas Raman and Xiaoyu Xu tied for second with 2 
½ points.  Justin Regner and Oliver Pflaum both had 

perfect 4-0 scores in the 11-player Queen section for 

rated players between 600 and 999.  Phillip Anderson 
and Rhamel Bynum tied for third with 2 ½ points. 

 

Deon Santhosh swept the rated Under 600 Rook 

section with a perfect 4-0 score.  Kassi McTaug, 
Satthvik Narra, Drew Klugman, Tatiana Varela and 

Sophie Calderon all tied for second in the 20-player 

section with three points.   
 

Sam Koblensky won the 21-player unrated for 

Grades 6-12, the largest section of the tournament, 

with its only perfect 4-0 score.  Stelin Poola, Adam 
Alecsic and Sophia Wang all tied for second with 3-1 

scores.  Ellie Cref and John Lamont tied for first in 

the Unrated Grades 3-5 section with undefeated 3-1 
scores.  Jerry Fan and Kevin Lee split top honors in 

the unrated Grades K-2 section with 3 ½ points each. 

 
Bethlehem won the Top Team Trophy with 12 ½ 

points, besting East Greenbush and the Consortium 

by half a point in a closely-contested competition.  

The Chinese Community Center was fourth with 11 
½ points. 

 

Sreeniv Alampalli and Brother John McManus 
directed the tournament for Make the Right Move. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

      Upcoming NYSCA-Sponsored and Major Tournaments 

 

Most third Saturdays of month there will be the Monthly Buffalo Grand Prix Events at the Main Place Mall 
in Buffalo.4-SS, TL: Rounds 1 & 2,G/45, Rounds 3 & 4 G/60 Prizes: 1st-2nd Guaranteed $250-150-100, Class 

$75. Reg.: 8:30-9:15 a.m., Rounds.: 9:30-11:20-1:10-3:30 EF: $50. U1600 EF: $35, $150-90-60, ALL PRIZES 

EXCEPT 1st & 2nd in OPEN, BASED ON 20 ENTRIES. Scholastic EF: $15, Trophies for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place. 

Adv. Entries/Info: Archangel 8 Chess Academy, arcangel8chess@yahoo.com, 60F Guilford Lane, Buffalo, NY 
14221. See www.buffalochess.blogspot.com for future dates and details. 

 

OCT. 4, 11, 18, 25 NOV. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Rochester Chess Center Saturday Tournaments! 
3-SS, G/60 d5. Rochester CC, 221 Norris Dr., Rochester, NY 14610. 585-442-2430. Prizes based on 

entries. EF: $15, RCC members $13. $2 less for HS and Pre-HS. Reg.: 1-1:45 pm. Rds.: 2-4-6. One bye available, 

request at entry. www.nychess.org. Also, Youth tournament, G/30 d5, every Saturday morning 10am-1pm, 

trophies and prizes. EF: $5. 

 

DEC. 28: 59th Binghamton Open   
4-SS, G/65 d5. Prizes: $300 b/26. Open-$100-$60-$30; Reserve-$50-$40-$20 (U1700). Trophies: 1-3 Reserve 

section. Advance Entry: EF's Reduced! Open-$20 Reserve-$15 (U1700) $5 more on site-cash only on 

site. Schedule: Registration on site 8:45–9:15 AM. Rounds: 9:30-12Noon-2:30-4:45. Free chess set & board to all 
new players under 18 years of age. Mail Entry: checks payable to: "Cordisco's Corner Store", 308 Chenango St., 

Binghamton, NY 13901 (607) 772-8782, cordiscos@stny.rr.com. 

 

DEC. 26-28 OR 27-28   33rd annual Empire City Open 
6-SS, 40/110, SD/30 d10 (2-day option, rds. 1-3 G/40 d10). NEW YORKER HOTEL , 481 Eighth Ave at 34th St., 

across from Penn Station, New York 10001. $12,000 guaranteed prize fund. In 5 sections. Open: $1200-600-300-

200, clear or tiebreak win $50 bonus, top Under 2300/Unr $500-250. Under 2200: $1000-500-250-150, top 
U2000/Unr $500-250. Under 1900: $1000-500-250-150, top U1700 (no unr) $400-200. Under 1600: $800-400-

200-100, top U1400 (no unr) $300-150. Under 1300 (NOTE CHANGE): $300-200-100, plaques to top 

3. Unratedmay not win over $150 in U1300, $300 U1600, or $500 U1900. Mixed doubles bonus prizes: best 

male/female 2-player “team” combined score among all sections: $600-400-200. Team average must be under 
2200; teammates may play in different sections; teams must REGISTER  at site (no extra fee) before both players 

begin round 2; teammate pairings avoided but possible. Top 4 sections EF: $105 online 

at www.chessaction.comby 12/24, $115 phoned by 12/22 (406-896-2038, no questions), 3-day $113, 2-day $112 if 
check mailed by 12/17, all $120 at site, or online until 2 hours before rd. 1. GMs free; $90 from prize. Under 1300 

Section EF (NOTE CHANGE): All $30 less than top 4 sections EF. All: Re-entry $50, not available in Open. 

Online EF $5 less to NYSCA members (may join with entry; dues $12/yr.) No checks at site, CREDIT CARDS
 OK. Unofficial uschess.org ratings usually used if otherwise unrated. Special 1 year USCF dues with magazine if 

paid with entry. Online atchessaction.com, Adult $30, Young Adult $20, Scholastic $15. Mailed, phoned or at site, 

Adult $40, Young Adult $30, Scholastic $20. 3-Day Schedule: Reg. ends Fri 10 am. Rds. Fri 11 & 5, Sat 11 & 5, 

Sun 10 & 3:30. 2-Day Schedule: Reg. ends Sat 9 am. Rds. Sat 10, 12:15, 2:30 & 5, Sun 10 & 3:30. Half point 

byes available all rounds, limit 2 byes, Open must commit before rd. 2, others before rd. 4. HR: $289-289-319, 1-

800-764-4680, 212-971-0101, reserve by 12/3 or rate may increase, ask for Continental Chess Association 

rate. Ent: chessaction.com or Continental Chess, PO Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 
12577. Questions: chesstour.com, DirectorAtChess.US, 347-201-2269. $15 service charge for refunds. Advance 

entries posted at www.chessaction.com (online entries posted instantly). 

 
Third Tuesday of each month. Marshall Masters at the Marshall Chess Club. 4-SS, G/30. 23 W. 10th St., 

NYC. 212-477-3716. Open to players rated over 2100 (plus all players scoring 2 ½ or more from CCNY at the 

Marshall's Thursday Night Action) EF: $40, members $30, GMs $10 (returned on completion of tournament). Top 

three prizes guaranteed. $$Guaranteed 250-150-100. Top Under 2400 and Top Under 2300 prizes. Special prize for 
biggest upset. Reg.: 6:15-6:45. Rounds.: 7-8:15-9:30-10:45 p.m. One bye available, rounds 1 or 4 only. 

 

 

http://www.nychess.org/
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CHESS MAGNET SCHOOL JUNIOR GRAND PRIX! 

JAN. 10 OR 11 OR 10-11   Kasparov Chess Foundation presents the 49th Annual Greater NY Scholastic 

Championship - USCF’s Longest-Running Scholastic! 

Beautiful hotel site: NY Marriott Hotel At Brooklyn Bridge, 333 Adams Street (near Borough Hall), Brooklyn, 

NY. Nearby subway stations: Jay Street Metrotech (A, C, F & R trains), Hoyt Street (2 & 3 trains), Borough 

Hall (4 & 5 trains), Court Street (R train). HR$169, call 877-513-6305 or 718-246-7000 by 12/19 (rooms may sell 
out early), mention chess. Now in 14 sections! Each section has its own age, grade and rating requirements (Varsity 

sections open to all who are under grade and age limits). The 5 Varsity sections are each 2 days,6-SS, G/60 d10, 

Rounds 10 am-1-4 pm Sat-Sun. Awards ceremonies about 6:30 pm Sun (possibly earlier). The 9 non-Varsity 

sections are each 1-day, G/30 d5: Junior High Under 1300, Junior High Under 700, Primary Under 1000, Primary 

Under 400, and K-1 Under 500 areSaturday: 10 am-12-1:30-3-4:30 pm; Awards ceremonies about 6 pm. High 

School Under 1900, High School Under 1400, Elementary Under 1200 and Elementary Under 700 are Sunday: 10 
am-12-1:30-3-4:30 pm, Awards ceremonies about 6 pm. All 3 Primary sectionsopen to grades 3/below born after 

1/10/05. 1. Primary Varsity (Sat-Sun), EF: $55.30 postmarked by 12/19/14. 2. Primary Under 1000(Sat), EF: 

$55.20 postmarked by 12/19/14. 3. Primary Under 400 (Sat), EF: $55.10 postmarked by 12/19/14. Both K-1 

sections open to grade 1/below born after 1/10/07. 4. K-1 Varsity (Sat-Sun), EF: $56.30 postmarked by 
12/19/14. 5. K-1 Under 500 (Sat), EF: $56.20 postmarked by 12/19/14. All 3 Junior High sections open to grades 

9/below born after 1/10/99. 6. JHS Varsity (Sat-Sun), EF: $53.30 postmarked by 12/19/14. 7. JHS Under 

1300 (Sat), EF: $53.20 postmarked by 12/19/14. 8. JHS Under 700 (Sat), EF: $53.10 postmarked by 12/19/14. All 

3 Elementary sections open to grades 6/below born after 1/10/02. 9. Elementary Varsity (Sat-Sun), EF: $54.30 

postmarked by 12/19/14. 10. Elementary Under 1200 (Sun), EF: $54.20 postmarked by 12/19/14. 11. Elementary 

Under 700 (Sun), EF: $54.10 postmarked by 12/19/14. All 3 High School sections open to grades 12/below born 
after 1/10/95. 12. High School Varsity (Sat-Sun), EF: $52.30 postmarked by 12/19/14. 13. High School Under 

1900 (Sun), EF: $52.20 postmarked by 12/19/14. 14. High School Under 1400(Sun), EF: $52.10 postmarked by 

12/19/14. Trophies each section to Top 12, top 3 Unrateds and Top 6 teams (top 4 scores from same school = team, 

all on team must attend same school: no combined teams, even if one school “feeds” another). In High School 
U1400, plaques also to top 2 each grade: 7-9. In Junior High U700, plaques also to top 2 each grade: 4-6. In K-1 

Varsity, plaques also to top 6 K/below (you can win both plaque + trophy). All players scoring 4 or more (5 or 

more in Varsity) who don't win a trophy receive a medal! Speed playoff for 5-0 or 6-0. Individual free entry 

prizes (each Varsity section): Free entry to specified Continental Chess tournaments thru 2/1/16 to 1st, thru 

11/1/15 to 2nd, thru 9/1 to 3rd, thru 7/1 to 4th. Individual free entry prizes (each non-Varsity section): Free entry 

to specified Continental Chess tmts. thru 12/1/15 to 1st, thru 9/1 to 2nd, thru 7/1 to 3rd, thru 5/1 to 4th. Team free 

entry prizes: free entry to specified CCA tmts. thru 9/1/15 to 1st team, thru 7/1 to 2nd team each section! Free 
entries courtesy of Continental Chess and are valid for CCA tmts. with 100% unconditionally guaranteed prize 

funds. Free entries do not include NYS Scholastics in Saratoga. 

See www.chesscenter.cc orwww.gnyscc.com or www.chesstour.com for complete details and restrictions. High 

School Mixed Doubles (best male/female 2-player “team” combined score among all 3 High School sections after 

5 rounds) Bonus Prizes: free entry to specified CCA tmts. thru 9/1/15 to 1st team, thru 7/1 to 2nd. Team average 

must be under 2000; Mixed Doubles teammates may play in different sections and may attend different schools; 
teams must register on-site (no extra charge!) before rd. 2; teammate pairings avoided but possible. All: January 

2015 official ratings used, except unofficial ratings at uschess.org usually used if otherwise unrated. TD reserves 

right to assign estimated ratings to players with non-USCF ratings. EFs $7 extra per player postmarked 12/20-

26. Entries $5 less per player if 4 or more from same school in SAME ENVELOPE! Mailed entries: list name, 
rating, ID# (non-USCF members enclose dues), school, grade, DOB, address, (specify section!). Checks to: Chess 

Center of NY, PO Box 4615, New Windsor, NY 12553. If necessary to confirm receipt, enclose SASE. No mail 

postmarked after 12/26/14! All substitutions from advance entry list charged late fee. Switching sections subject 
to $15 extra charge. $15 service charge for each player refund. TD reserves right to reassign sections for advance 

entries with incorrect or unclear registrations. Limit 2 byes (limit 3 in Varsity), commit before rd. 3. Phone 

entries: $69 by credit card thru 1/5: 406-896-2191 (24 hours: entries only, no questions), no phone entries after 
1/5. Online entries at www.gnyscc.com: $50 thru 12/26/14, $57 12/27-1/5, $70 1/6-1/8. Online team entry 

discounts thru 1/5 only, no team discounts by phone or at site. On-site entry fee: $80 until 8:30 am, $100 after 

8:30 am; after 9 am you risk not playing rd. 1. Good luck attempting to change entries after 9am. Help with 

parking:http://nyc.bestparking.com/neighborhoods/downtown-brooklyn-
parking and www.parkingpanda.com/brooklyn-parking. Questions, team 

http://www.chesscenter.cc/
http://www.gnyscc.com/
http://www.chesstour.com/
http://uschess.org/
http://www.gnyscc.com/
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http://www.parkingpanda.com/brooklyn-parking


 

 

rooms: chesscentr@gmail.com, littlehouseofchess@gmail.com or 347-201-2269 (leave message if no answer, 

email is better). Jan 9-11 only:718-246-7000. Sets provided by Little House of Chess-- bring 

clocks! W. Info: www.chesscenter.cc, www.gnyscc.com. Chess Magnet School Junior Grand Prix (Varsity 

Sections). 

 
JAN. 10 AND/OR 11   Greater NY Scholastic NEW Parents and Friends Tournament! 
2 separate tmts, each 4SS, G/30 d5. NY Marriott At Brooklyn Bridge, 333 Adams St., Brooklyn (see Greater NY 

Scholastics TLA 1/10-11).EF each day: $30, parents, alumni & those with Greater NY Scholastics $20. Trophies 

top 3, top U1200, Unr. each day. Reg. on-site until 20 min before game. Rds.: 12-1:30-3-4:30 pm. Limit 2 byes, 
commit by 1:30. W. 

 

CHESS MAGNET SCHOOL JUNIOR GRAND PRIX! 

JAN. 16-18, 17-18 OR 18   Marshall January Grand Prix! - FIDE Rated 

TROPHIES PLUS GRAND PRIX POINTS: 15 (ENHANCED) 

5-SS, 40/120 SD/30 d5. $820 GTD: $300-150-100 U2200 $145 U2000 $125. EF: $60, Mbr $40. Reg.: Ends 15 

min before round start. Max two byes, req. at entry. USCF and FIDE rated. Schedules: 3 day Fri. 6pm, Sat. & Sun. 
12:30-5:30. 2 day Sat. 11am (G/25 d5) then merge with 3 day in round 2. 1 day Sun. 9-10:10-11:20 (G/25 d5) then 

merge in round 4. Marshall CC, 23 W. 10th St., NYC. www.marshallchessclub.org, 212-477-3716. 

 
January 17-18, 2015. International Friendship Cup (Buffalo), Old First Ward Community Center, 63 Republic, 

Buffalo, NY.  5-SS in three sections:  FIDE Open, Under 1700 and Rated Beginner K-12 Open.  The FIDE Open is 

a two-day event with round times of 10 a.m., 2:30 and 7 p.m. on Saturday, and 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. on Sunday.  
The TC is G/120 d/5, and FIDE rules apply.  EF is free for GM, IM, FM (deducted from prize), $50 for FIDE-rated 

players in advance, and $55 for non-FIDE rated players in advance.  EF is $70 at the door for all players.  Prizes are 

$600 for first, $360 for second, $240 for third, $100 for fourth and $220 for Top Under 1900 based on 32 paid 

players.  The Under 1700 is a 4-SS one-day event on January 17
th
 only, with round times of 10 a.m., 12:30, 3:00 

and 6:30 p.m, and a time control of G./60, d/5 for rounds one and two, and G/90, d/5 for rounds three and four.  The 

prizes are $400 for first place, $300 for second place, $200 for third place, and $100 for Top Under 1500 based on 

30 paid players.  The PawnMaster Memorial “Rated Beginners Open” is open to K-12 players, and is a 4-SS with a 
G/35, d/5 time control.  EF: $10 in advance, $15 at door.  Round times are 10:30 and 11:45 a.m., and 1:00 and 2:30 

p.m.  Trophies will be awarded to the top three players and top female in the K-4, K-8 and K-12 sections.  

Registration is online at knightsof64@yahoo.com or by mail at The Archangel 8 Chess Academy, 60F Guilford 

Lane, Buffalo, NY 14221. 
 

A HERITAGE EVENT! 

CHESS MAGNET SCHOOL JUNIOR GRAND PRIX! 

JAN. 23-25 OR 24-25   38th Cardinal Open, Columbus 

TROPHIES PLUS GRAND PRIX POINTS: 80 (ENHANCED) 

5-SS, 40/120, SD/60 d5 (2-day rds. 1&2 G/75 d5). Sets provided, bring clocks. 1 bye any round. Open section 
FIDE rated & follow FIDE Laws of Chess; all others USCF only. $10,000 in 5 sections, top 4 prizes guaranteed, 

others b/200 paid entries (re-entries=1/3), prizes added if more!OCA Grand Prix. Open $1200-800-500-350, $100 

bonus to 1st clear/tiebreak, all gtd; U2300 $450-300; U2100 $900-450-200-100; U1800 $900-450-200-

200; U1500 $700-350-175-100; U1200 $700-350-175-100; upset $50/section. Unrateds limited to 3rd prize except 
in Open. EF: $90 if recd by 1/16, then $100; re-entry $30; no checks onsite. Free to IM/GM, $90 deducted from 

winnings (waived if 200 paid entries). OH residents OCA membership reqd. 3-day: Reg Fri 5-6:15pm, Rds. 7pm; 

Sat 10:45-5:45; Sun 9:45-4:45. 2-day: Reg Sat 9-10am, Rds. 10:45-2 then merge w/3-day. Blitz tourney: Sat eve, 
G/5 d0. Enter: FOTK Chess Club, 2720 Airport Dr., Columbus, OH 43219. Embassy Suites Hotel, 2886 Airport 

Dr., Columbus, OH 43219, 614-536-0209, $109/night chess rate thru Jan 17, 4/room, incl full bkfst & mgr 

reception. Full details, entry form & online entry www.neilley.com/chess, info: grant@neilley.com, 614-314-
1102, leave message. W. 

www.nysca.net -- your source for New York State Chess Information.  Now on Twitter 

at #nystatechess 
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CHESS MAGNET SCHOOL JUNIOR GRAND PRIX! 

JAN. 24-25   Jr. Cardinal G/75 Scholastic, Columbus 

K-12/U1400 only, 1 section. 5-SS, G/75 d5. Sets provided, must bring clocks. 1 bye any 

round. Prizes b/20, may add if more: $100-80-60-50, U1200 $40, U1000 $30. EF: $35 if received by 1/10, then 

$45, deadline for all 1/16, advance entries only! Schedule: Must check-in Sat 9-10am to be paired for 1st round. 
Rds. 10:45-2-5:45, Sun 1-4:45. Blitz tourney: Sat eve, G/5 d0. Enter online or FOTK Chess Club, 2720 Airport 

Dr., Columbus, OH 43219. Embassy Suites Hotel, 2886 Airport Dr., Columbus, OH 43219, 614-536-0209, 

$109/night chess rate thru Jan 17, 4/room, incl full bkfst & mgr reception. Full details, entry form & online 

entry www.neilley.com/chess, info: grant@neilley.com, 614-314-1102, leave message. W. 

 

CHESS MAGNET SCHOOL JUNIOR GRAND PRIX! 

FEB. 23, MAR. 2, 9, 16, 23   101st Nassau Grand Prix 

TROPHIES PLUS GRAND PRIX POINTS: 6 

5-SS, 40/80 d0. 1st Presbyterian Church, 1st & Main Sts., Mineola. 2 sections: Open: EF: $38 by 2/20, $$ (630 

b/18, top 2 G) 180-120, U2100/UR, 1900, 1700 each 110. Booster: open to U1500/UR, EF $22 by 2/20. $$ (270 
b/15) 100, U1300, 1100/UR each 85. Both: non-memb EF $11 more. EF at site $7 more. 2 byes 1-5. Reg ends 7:15 

PM. Rds.: 7:15 each Mon. Ent: Harold Stenzel, 80 Amy Dr., Sayville, NY 11782. captnhal@optonline.net. 

 

February 28-March 1, 2015:  48
th

 Annual New York State Scholastic Chess Championship, Saratoga Hilton, 

Saratoga Springs.  See back cover for complete details. 

 

March 14-15, 2015: 37
th

 Marchand Open, Strong Museum of Play, Rochester.($3 discount for NYSCA 

members).5-SS. Strong Museum of Play, One Manhattan Square, Rochester, NY 14607. Rounds at 10:00 a.m, 2:15 

and 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, and 10:00 a.m. and 2:15 p.m. on Sunday.  EF: $25 higher after March 1, 2015.  Optional 

opening round available at Rochester Chess Center on March 13 at 7 p.m.  Entries: Rochester Chess Center, 221 
Norris Drive, Rochester, NY 14610, chesscenter@rochester.rr.com or Fax to 585-442-2894. 

CHESS MAGNET SCHOOL JUNIOR GRAND PRIX! 

MAY 15-17 OR 16-17   23rd annual New York State Open 
TROPHIES PLUS GRAND PRIX POINTS: 15 (ENHANCED) 

5SS, 40/110, SD/30 d10 (2-day option, rds. 1-2 G/60 d10). Tiki Resort, 2 Canada St., Lake George, NY 12845. $$G 

3000. In 4 sections.Open: $$ 400-200-100, top Under 2010/Unr $210-110, top Under 1810 $200-100. Senior, open 
to under 1910 or unrated born before 5/19/65. $$ 300-150-70, top Under 1710 $140-70. Under 1610: $$ 240-120-

60, Under 1410 $120-60, unrated limit $150. Under 1210: $100-50, trophies to top 3, 1st U1000, U800, U600, 

Unr. Mixed doubles bonus prizes: best male/female 2-player “team” combined score among all sections: $200. 
Team average must be under 2200; teammates may play in different sections; teams must register (no extra fee) 

before both players begin round 2. Top 3 sections EF: $79 online at chessaction.com by 5/13, $85 phoned to 406-

896-2038 by 5/11 (entry only, no questions), 3-day $83, 2-day $82 mailed by 5/6, $90 online until 2 hours before 

game or at site. Under 1210 Section EF: all $40 less than top 3 sections EF. All: Advance or online entry $7 less 
to NYSCA members (NYSCA dues $12/year with 2 issues Empire Chess, $20/year with 4 issues, may be paid with 

entry fee). No checks at site, credit cards OK. Special 1 year USCF dues with magazine if paid with entry- online 

at chesstour.com, Adult $30, Young Adult $20, Scholastic $15. Mailed, phoned or paid at site, Adult $40, Young 
Adult $30, Scholastic $20. Re-entry $40, not available in Open Section. GMs, IMs & WGMs free, $60 deducted 

from prize. 3-day schedule: Reg ends Fri 6 pm, rds. Fri 7, Sat 11 & 5, Sun 10 & 3:30. 2-day schedule: Reg ends 

Sat 10 am, rds. Sat 11, 2 &, 5, Sun 10 & 3:30. Half point byes OK all, must commit before rd. 2; limit 2 byes (limit 
1 bye if under 1810/unr in Open). HR: $80-80, call 518-668-5744 Mon-Fri 9 am-5pm, reserve by 5/1 or rate may 

increase. Car rental: Avis, 800-331-1600, use AWD #D657633, or reserve car online through chesstour.com. 

Unofficial uschess.orgratings usually used if otherwise unrated. Ent: chessaction.com or Continental Chess, Box 

8482, Pelham, NY 10803. Questions:www.chesstour.com, DirectorAtChess.us, 347-201-2269. $15 service charge 
for refunds. Advance entries posted at chessaction.com (online entries posted instantly). 

 
Labor Day Weekend:  the 137

th
 New York State Chess Championship.  Albany Marriott, Wolf Road, Colonie, 

NY.  America's Labor Day Tradition.  See the Spring issue for full information. 
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A HERITAGE EVENT! 

CHESS MAGNET SCHOOL JUNIOR GRAND PRIX! 

A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP EVENT! 

 

FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 1,2014 

48th annual New York State Scholastic Championships 
 

6-SS, G/60, d10, open to grades K-12 in any state (top NYS player & team in each section are New York 
champions). Saratoga Hilton, 534 Broadway (I-87 Exit 13-N, 4 miles north on US 9), Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 

Team prizes based on top 4 scores from same school; no combined school teams allowed even if one school “feeds” 

another. Teams of 2 or 3 players allowed, but are at a disadvantage. In 9 sections. Online entry fee 

atchessaction.com, all sections: $43 until 2/7, $53 2/8-2/24, $60 2/25 to 9 a/m 2/28.  

 

Entry fee at site, all sections: $60.  

High School, open to all in grades K-12. EF $46.20 mailed by 2/7. Top NYS grade 9-12 qualifies for Denker 
Tournament of HS Champions, top NYS grade K-12 girl qualifies for National Girls Invitational. 

High School Reserve, open to K-12 under 1200 or unrated. EF $46 mailed by 2/7.  

Junior High, open to all in grades K-9. EF $45.90 mailed by 2/7. Top NYS grade K-8 qualifies for Barber 
tournament of K-8 Champions.  

Middle School Reserve, open to K-8 under 1000 or unrated. EF $45.80 mailed by 2/7.  

Elementary, open to all in grades K-6. EF $45.60 mailed by 2/7.  
Elementary Reserve, open to grades K-5 under 800 or unrated. EF $45.50 mailed by 2/7.  

Primary, open to grades K-3. EF $45.30 mailed by 2/7.  

Primary Reserve, open to grades K-3 under 600 or unrated. EF: $45.20 mailed by 2/7.  

K-1, open to grades K-1. EF $45.10 mailed by 2/7. 
Postmarked 2/8-18: All EF $10 more. Do not mail entry after 2/18.  

Special 1 year USCF dues with magazine if paid with entry. Online at chessaction.com, Young Adult $20, 

Scholastic $15. Mailed, phoned or paid at site, Young Adult $30, Scholastic $20. 
  

Trophies to top 15 players and top 7 teams each section, top 3 unrated in Primary, K-1, and each reserve section, 

and Top Under 1500, 1300 (High School), Under 900, 700 (HS Reserve), Under 1200, 1000 (Junior High), Under 

700, 500 (Jr. High Reserve), Under 1000, 800 (Elementary), Under 500, 300 (Elem. Reserve), Under 500 
(Primary), Under 200 (Primary Reserve, K-1). Speed playoff if perfect score tie.  

 

Free entry to NY State Championship, Labor Day weekend 2014 (Albany), to top player each section, if not 
already qualified for free entry from another event. 

 

Schedule: Late registration ends Saturday 10 am. Rounds. Sat 11 a.m., 2, 5 p.m., Sun 9 a.m., 12, 3 p.m., awards 
5:30 p.m. Half point byes OK all, limit 2, must commit before rd. 2. HR: $129-129, 888-999-4711, 518-584-4000, 

two nights minimum, reserve by 2/6 or rate may increase. Free parking for overnight guests. 7 days notice required 

for room cancellation. Backup hotel: Courtyard by Marriott, 2 blocks away, 518-226-0538. SPECIAL CAR 

RENTALS : Avis, 800-331-1600, use AWD #657633. 
 

Online entry: www.chessaction.com. Mail entry: Continental Chess, PO Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. 

Include name, rating, USCF ID, USCF expiration (non-members enclose dues), section, school, grade, birth date, 
address of each player. Checks payable to Continental Chess. $15 per player service charge for refunds. $10 extra 

to switch sections, all substitutions from advance list charged $60. Questions: DirectorAtChess.US (At = @)), 

347-201-2260. Bring set, board, clock if possible- none supplied. 
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