
Where Organized Chess in America Began 

 

EMPIRE CHESS 

Fall 2012   Volume XXXV, No. 3   $5.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready, Set…. 

 



 2 

NEW YORK STATE CHESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

www.nysca.net 
 

The New York State Chess Association, Inc., America‘s oldest chess organization, is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to promoting chess 
in New York State at all levels.  As the State Affiliate of the United States Chess Federation, its Directors also serve as USCF Voting Members 
and Delegates. 
 

President 
Bill Goichberg    
Salisbury Mills, NY 12577 
chesstour@aol.com 
Vice President  
Polly Wright  
57 Joyce Road 
Eastchester, NY 10709 
Pollychess@hotmail.com 
Treasurer 
Karl Heck 
5426 Wright Street, CR 67 
East Durham, NY 12423 
sldkth@nyair.net 
Membership Secretary 

Phyllis Benjamin 
P.O. Box 340511 
Brooklyn, NY 11234-0511 
nyscasec@optonline.net 
Board of Directors 

Upstate                    Downstate 
Phil Ferguson Phyllis Benjamin 
Bill Goichberg     Dr. Frank Brady 
Vacant  Mark Kurtzman 
Karl Heck                 Lenny Chipkin 
Ron Lohrman           Ed Frumkin 
William Townsend   Carrie Goldstein 
                                Steve Immitt 
                                Gata Kamsky 
                                Sophia Rohde                    
                                Harold Stenzel                              
                                Carol Jarecki 
                                Polly Wright         
                            
 

Tournament Clearinghouses 

Zip Codes under 12000 (downstate) 
Bill Goichberg 
chesstour@aol.com 
 
NYS Zip Codes over 11999 (upstate) 
Karl Heck 
sldkth@nyair.net 
 

Deadlines  
December 15 for the Winter Issue 
March 15 for the Spring Issue 
June 15 for the Summer Issue 
September 15 for the Fall Issue 
 

Advertising Manager 
Contact the Editor. 

 
 

NYSCA: The Value Membership 

 
In an effort to make NYSCA membership more attractive and to 

obtain more members that actually purchase memberships 

regularly, the organization is switching from a membership-

required model to one where discounts are offered at a variety of 

tournaments, including the New York State Championships but 

also including the Continental Chess Association and Chess Center 

of New York tournaments. 

 

Therefore, in the future, it will be possible to save several times the 

value of a NYSCA membership through tournament entry fees.  

NYSCA will actively promote tournaments that offer the discount 

in Empire Chess, as well as using the www.nysca.net web site 

and twitter feed to reach potential tournament customers.  CCA and 

NYSCA are both exploring shopping cart options to make sure 

easier to purchase memberships on the Internet- the 21st century 

model of commerce. 

 

Since 2000, NYSCA has remained a vital organization for the New 

York chess player, but has changed its methods of business to adapt 

to rapidly-changing times in several ways.  The State Scholastic, 

NYSCA’s largest tournament and revenue source, was anchored 

due to lack of suitable sites around the state.  The State 

Championship has been similarly anchored in Albany, partly due to 

lack of bidders.  The State Open has been revived as a spring event 

in Lake George, and the Marshall Chess Club has been the 

gracious host of the State Senior an Women’s Championships. 

 

On the web, the membership options have changed, and all issues 

of Empire Chess now appear on our updated web site.   

 

However, the more everything changes, the one thing that stays the 

same is the need for a state chess association.  NYSCA is 

America’s oldest chess organization.  It’s time to make it one of the 

strongest as well. 
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http://www.nysca.net/
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GM Alexander Stripunsky triumphs at 134
th

 

New York State Championship in Albany 

Raven Sturt new State Champion 

by Bill Townsend 

 

The 134th New York State Championship was held 

from August 31 to September 3 at the Albany 

Marriott on Wolf Road in Colonie.  Overall 171 

players competed in the five sections, down slightly 

from last year’s total of 178. This is especially 

disappointing considering that the 2011 turnout was 

hampered by Hurricane Irene hitting the Catskills and 

Capital Region the week before the tournament. 

  

The winner of the Open section was New Jersey GM 

Alexander Stripunsky with 5½ points out of six.  

Stripunsky's only blemish was a third-round draw 

against GM Kudrin. In second place were IM Bryan 

Smith from Pennsylvania and college student Raven 

Sturt from New York City with 4 ½ points.  Both 

players drew GM Alexander Ivanov.  Smith lost to 

Stripunsky in the fourth round, while Sturt drew 

Capital Region junior NM Patrick Chi in round two 

and took a half-point bye in the last round. 

 

Tied for fourth with 4-2 were GMs Alexander Ivanov 

of Massachusetts and Sergey Kudrin of Connecticut, 

along with New York WGM Firuza Velikhanli and 

Effim Tregar.  WGM Velikhanli, originally from 

Azerbaijan, is the highest scoring woman in the Open 

section that I can remember.   

 

Top boards get ready to play in the Championship, as 

shown below: 

Tied for eighth with 3½-2½ were Hall of Famer IM 

Jay Bonin, Michael Chiang and Nicolas Checa, who 

won the prize for best player under 2200.  Tied for 

11th with 3-3 were: FM Igor Nikolayev, IM Danny 

Kopec, Evan Rabin, Stanislav Busygin, Nafis 

Talipov, Patrick Chi, Steven Taylor, Dore Sheppard, 

David Bennett and Yuanchen Zhang. 

 

Going into the final round Stripunsky was leading 

with 4½ out of 5, with GM Kudrin and Raven Sturt 

right behind him with 4-1.  In the final round Sturt 

took a half point bye and Kudrin lost when he played 

an unsound attack against IM Bryan Smith.  

Interestingly enough, all the games on the top 10 

boards had decisive results. 

  

All of which leaves the question: who is New York 

State Champion?  Believe it or not, this took a while 

to answer.  According to the rules, it’s the top scoring 

New Yorker in the open section. GM Stripunsky, who 

was previously champion in 2002, was listed as a 

New Jersey resident, but there was some thinking that 

he’d recently moved back to New York. 

Unfortunately Stripunsky left right after his game 

finished, and nobody had a chance to ask him.  While 

the USCF listed his state as New Jersey, a look at the 

U.S. Championship website had them listing 

Stripunsky as a New York player.  Finally a day or so 

later tournament director Steve Immitt contacted 

Stripunsky by email and the grandmaster confirmed 

that he still lived in New Jersey.  This meant that 

Raven Sturt was the new state champion.  Sturt had a 

great tournament, scoring an undefeated 4½-1½, 

drawing GM Ivanov and beating IM Danny Kopec.  

Somewhat ironically, even though Sturt is a New 

York resident, he’s currently living and going to 

college in McGill University in Montreal, Quebec. 

  

In the Under-2100 section it seemed like scholastic 

player and New York State Barber representative 

Lilia Poteat was going to sweep the section with a 

perfect 6-0 score, since she was leading the rest of the 

section by a full point going into the final round.  

However in that last contest she lost to Hall of Famer 

Joe Felber, and that game is featured below.  The 

final result was a three way tie at 5-1 among Poteat, 

Felber and Albany champion Dean Howard.   

 

Tied for fourth place with 4½-1½ were Robert 
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Guevara and Joshua Rofrano.  Tied for sixth place 

with 4-2 were Robert Campbell, 2012 Hall of Fame 

inductee Leonard Chipkin, Randall Gay, Hall of 

Famer Ed Frumkin, David Masters and Nick Panico.  

Seven players tied for twelfth place with 3½-2½: 

Edward Kelley, Robert Kwong, David Phelps, 

Mykyta Panasenko, Steve Romero, John Lawless and 

Craig Fisher.  These last three named players split the 

prize for best score under 1900. 

 

Syracuse's Ken Chamberlain plays in the Under 2100 

section as shown below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was another Capital District player at the top of 

the Under-1800 section.  At the end of round four 

Richard Moody of Berne was the only player with 

four points, but draws in rounds five and six allowed 

Duane Smith to catch him, in spite of the fact that 

Moody beat Smith in round four.  That game is 

featured below. Tied for third place with 4½-1½ were 

Jacob Chen and Jonathan Kuehne.  Two players were 

also tied for fifth place as Janos Fucsko and Eric 

Kong both scored 4-2. There were no fewer than 10 

players tied for seventh place with 3½-2½: Andrew 

Palmer, Gerard Capdevielle, Darius Jaffrey, Koushik 

Pernati, Carlos Varela, Thomas Keegan, Namchul 

Shin, Zachary Calderon, Alexander Wei and Terence 

Hardison.  The last named player won the prize for 

top player under 1600. 

  

There was some unexpected drama here: Empire 

Chess columnist Zachary Calderon was among the 

leaders at the end of round four with 3½-½, but that 

evening he came down with a case of acute 

appendicitis and had to be rushed to the hospital.  

Zach turned out to be okay after a Labor Day 

operation to remove the appendix, but had to 

withdraw from the tournament. 

  

There was just one player at the top of the Under-

1500 section: in spite of a loss in round three, Brian 

Clark was the only player with 5-1 at the end.  Tied 

for second place with 4½-1½ were Erik Brodsky, 

Ansgarius Aylward and Leonard Liu.  Tied for fifth 

place with 4-2 were Mike Miller and Matthew 

Soares.  Both these players split the money for best 

player rated under 1300.  Tied for seventh place with 

3½-2½ were: Daniel Pike, Courtney Denniston, Larry 

Fredette, Robert Centrone and Andrew Elsinger. 

  

The tournament’s only perfect 6-0 score was recorded 

by Peter Tu who won the Under-1200 section by a 

full point and a half.  In second place was his brother 

Thomas Tu with 4½-1½.  Tied for third place with 4-

2 were: Steven Danko, Martha Samadashvili, 

Sandeep Alampalli, Jeffrey Qu, Anoop Sunkara and 

Alexander Ruzbacki.  Jani Meghal was all alone in 

ninth place with 3½-2½. 

  

This is the seventh year in a row that the state 

championship has been held in Albany, and at the 

New York State Chess Association meeting held on 

Sunday, it was confirmed that the 2013 tournament 

will be held in Albany as well.  The Capital Region’s 

central location serves the tournament well, drawing 

players from downstate, the Western tier and 

neighboring states. 

  

Steven Immitt along with Bill and Brenda Goichberg 

were tournament directors for the New York State 

Chess Association.   

 

Here is the game played on first board in the last 

round of this year’s state championship.  As fate 

would have it, it featured the tournament leader, GM 

Alexander Stripunsky, versus the defending 

champion, Michael Chiang.  The game turned out to 

be a sparkling miniature after Chiang played a 

somewhat baffling move right out of the opening. 

 

GM Alexander Stripunsky (2675) – Michael 

Chiang (2212) [C68]  Ruy Lopez 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 6 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 3, 2012 
 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Bxc6 dxc6 5. O-O 

Qd6 
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Although this looks a little odd it has done well for 

Black.  Its main purpose seems to be to discourage 

White from opening the d-file and trading Queens. 

Somewhat more common are 5... f6 and 5... Bg4. 

6. Na3 b5 7. c3 c5 8.Qe2 Bg4 9. Nc2 Be6?!  
Here Black just loses a tempo, essentially taking 

back his last move. Unsurprisingly this makes the 

game unique.  Previously seen here was:  9... Rd8 

and now the game Perrin-Dessenne, Avoine 2010 

continued: 10. Rd1 Qd3 11. Qxd3 Rxd3 12. Nce1 Rd8 

13. h3 Bxf3?! 14. Nxf3 f6 with a small advantage to 

White who later won.)  

10. d3 Ne7 11. Rd1  
White's plan here is pretty obvious - he's going to 

open up the game with d3-d4, hoping to take 

advantage of Black's backward development. 

11...Nc6  
This Knight might be better on g6. 

12. d4 cxd4 13. cxd4 Bc4 14. Qe1 Nxd4 15. Ncxd4 

exd4 16. Nxd4 Qg6  
16... Qb4 seems like a better try, but black's position 

is starting to unravel. 

17. b3 Be6 18. Qc3 Bd6?  
Black really, really wants to get his pieces out, but 

this move is a blunder.  Best is 18... c5 19. Nxe6 

Qxe6 20.Bb2 and Black is in a bad way, but this is 

far superior to the game. 

19.Qc6+ Ke7  
Black has finally connected his rooks, and seems like 

he might be able to survive.  However, White 

definitely has something to say about that. 

20. e5!  
Stripunsky moved this pawn delicately, almost gently, 

like he was putting the last piece in a puzzle. I 

couldn't see the variations myself, but just from his 

body language I could tell this was a game-ender. 

20…Bxe5  
Technically speaking it's better for Black to give up 

the Bishop with a move like 20... Rhd8 , but this is 

merely a choice of dooms. 

21. Ba3+ Kf6 22. Qf3+ Bf5 23. Nc6  
My computer prefers 23.Be7+ Kxe7 24. Nxf5+ Ke6 

25. Nd4+ but both lines are winning. 

23... Rae8 24.Nxe5 Rxe5 25. Bb2 1-0  
Here Black gave up - he will be an entire Rook down 

after 25. Bb2 Rhe8 26. Re1 Qg4 27. Qxg4 Bxg4 28. 

Rxe5 Rxe5 29. Re1). 

 

Unfortunately I only have one game from new state 

champion Raven Sturt, this not-terribly-exciting 

round three win from him.  Siegbert Tarrasch once 

said that “A cramped position bears the germs of 

defeat,” and that certainly seems to be the case here.  

Black plays a hedgehog-like position and never 

manages to make the pawn break that situations like 

that require, and so he gets crushed. 

 

Raven Sturt (2,414) – Nafis Talipov (2211) [A55] 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 3 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 2, 2012 

 

1.d4 d6 2. Nf3 Nd7 3. c4 e5 4. Nc3 Ngf6 5. e4 Be7 

6. Be2 O-O 7. O-O c6 8. Rb1 a5 9. Qc2 Qc7 10. 

Rd1 exd4 11. Nxd4 Nc5 12. f3 Re8 13. Kh1 h6 14. 

Be3 Bf8 15.Qd2 Bd7 16. b3 Rad8 17. Bg1 Bc8 18. 

a3 Ne6 19. Nc2 g5?!  
It's tough to spot where Talipov goes irredeemably 

wrong, but loosening up his Kingside like this 

certainly isn't good. 

20. Be3 Bg7 21. b4 axb4 22. axb4 Qe7?!  
I think Black underestimated how annoying White's 

next move would be.  Probably 22... Nh5 is a better 

idea. 

23.Bb6 Rd7 24. Ne3 Qf8 25. Nf5 Nf4 26. Bf1 Bh8 

27. Ra1 Kh7 28. Ra8 Ng6 29. Nxd6 Ng8 30. c5 
The game is essentially over - White has won a clear 

pawn, and black's army is still in a box. 

30...Be5 31. g3 Bxd6 32. cxd6 Re6 33. Bc7 Re8 34. 

Na4 Ne5 35. Be2 f5 36. f4 Ng6 37. e5 N8e7 38. Nc5 

gxf4 39. gxf4 1-0  
Not sure of these last few moves on the scoresheet, 

but Black really has no reason to play on. 

 

That last game was entirely too sedate and orderly, so 

here’s something much more chaotic, which had one 

of this tournament’s few disputes. 

  

Tournament veteran GM Alexander Ivanov is 

fascinating to watch.  In the games I observed he 

would go into long thinks as the opening turned into 

the middle game, sometimes taking an hour for a 

move.  He’d sit in his chair with his eyes closed – it 

might even appear he was napping except you could 

practically hear the variations being crunched in his 

head.  However after these prolonged periods of 

thought he would be left with half an hour to get from 

move 12 to move 40.  This didn’t seem to be a 

problem most of the time – he’d be in terrible time 

pressure, but he’d have a totally won position. 

  

There was a lot of time trouble in this game, in fact 

WGM Valikhanli seems to have lost on time near the 

end of the first time control, but Ivanov didn’t call it 

in time.  The game ended in a furious time scramble, 

with Ivanov eventually winning. 

 

Hall of Famer Ed Frumkin gets ready to play. 
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Usually games with so much temporal hilarity don’t 

get recorded, so I am grateful to two non-players for 

the moves here.  After the first time control, 

tournament director Steve Immitt had to reconstruct 

the game to check Ivanov’s time claim, and after the 

game resumed Albany champion Dean Howard 

recorded the moves until they started playing too fast 

to follow. 

 

GM Alexander Ivanov (2667) – WGM Firuza 

Velikhanli (2272) [B07]  Pirc/Modern 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 2 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 1, 2012 
 

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 c6 4.f4 Qa5 5.Bd3 e5 6.Nf3 

exd4 7.Nxd4 g6 8.Be3 Bg7 9.h3 0–0 10.0–0 Nbd7 

11.Qd2 Re8 12.Rae1 Qc7 13.Bf2 a6 14.Nf3 b5 

15.Bh4 b4 16.Na4 a5 17.c4 bxc3 18.Nxc3 Nc5 

19.Bb1 Ba6 20.Rf2 Rad8 21.Qc1 Rd7 22.Kh1 Nh5 

23.f5!? Bd3 24.Rd2?!  
24.Na4 looks approximately even. 

24...Bxb1  
24...Bh6! 25.Bg5 Bxg5 26.Nxg5 Bxb1 27.Qxb1 Rde7 

28.fxg6 hxg6 and Black has the better position.  

25.Qxb1 a4 26.Qc2 a3 27.Nd1?  
Here the counterattack 27.g4 is indicated. 

27...axb2 28.Nxb2 Bxb2 29.Qxb2 Nxe4  
Black is now a solid pawn up. 

30.fxg6 hxg6 31.Rdd1 d5 32.Kg1 Ng7 33.Nd2 Nf5 

34.Nxe4 dxe4 35.Rxd7 Qxd7 36.Bf6 c5 37.Qc3 Qd5 

38.a4 Nd4!?  
Both players were just about out of time, and the 

position is so complex that even my chess computer 

can't seem to make up its mind about it. Here 38...e3! 

39.Qb2 Kh7 seems to be better. 

39.Qg3! Nf5 40.Qf4!?  
Black is close to winning here, but my computer says 

that 40.Qc3 is equal for White.  However after 40...e3 

41.Bg5 e2 42.a5 c4 it says Black is winning again. 

40...e3 41.g4 Nd4??  
Throws it all away.  Black is still better after 41...Qc6 

42.gxf5 Qxf6. 

42.Rxe3  
Here Ivanov called WGM Velikhanli's flag, which had 

been down since move 38, but he was too late as a 

subsequent reconstruction proved.  The game then 

continued. 

42...Ne2+ 43.Kf2 Qg2+ 44.Ke1 Rd8! 45.Qe4!  
The Knight is poisoned: 45.Rxe2? Qg1+ 46.Qf1 

Rd1+ and Black wins. 

45...Qg1+ 46.Kxe2 Qh2+ 47.Kf1 Rd1+ 48.Re1 

Qxh3+ 49.Ke2 Rxe1+ 50.Kxe1 Qg3+ 51.Kf1 Qh3+  
Clearly White is winning here, but Queen endings are 

infamously difficult.  Here White is having a problem 

finding a safe place for his King. 

52.Kf2?  
This costs white a pawn. 

52...Qh2+ 53.Qg2 Qf4+ 54.Qf3 Qxa4 55.g5 Qa2+ 

56.Kg3 Qa6 57.Qd5 Qa3+?!( 
My chess computer says that 57...Qc8 is the only 

playable move, but White has a easy win after 

58.Qd8+. 58.Kf2 Qa5 59.Qd3?  

59.Kg2! is a rather nifty zugzwang, and a mate in 

four: 59...Kf8 60.Qd6+ Kg8 61.Qb8+ Qd8 62.Qxd8+ 

Kh7 63.Qh8, mate. 

59...Qc7 60.Qc4 Qh2+ 61.Ke3 Qg1+ 62.Kd2 Qf2+ 

63.Kc3 Qe1+ 64.Kb2 Qd2+ 65.Ka3 Qd6 66.Ka4  
It took at least 20 more moves but Ivanov won with 

10 seconds left on his clock. 1–0 

 

Here scholastic champion Patrick Chi manages to 

upend former state champion IM Jay Bonin in an up-

and-down battle. 

 
Patrick Chi (2,200) – IM Jay Bonin (2,420) [A41] 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 3 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 2, 2012 
 
1.d4 d6 2.c4 e5 3.d5 Be7 4.Nc3 Nd7 5.Nf3 a5 6.e4 

Ngf6 7.g3 Nc5 8.Qe2 c6 9.Nd2 a4 10.Rb1 0–0 11.b4 

axb3 12.axb3 Ne8 13.Bg2 Nc7 14.0–0 cxd5 15.exd5 

f5 16.b4 Na4 17.Nxa4 Rxa4 18.Qd1 Bd7 19.c5 Bb5 

20.Re1 Qa8  
Black seems to be slightly better after 20...e4. 

21.Bb2 e4 22.Qb3 Rf7?!  
This leaves Black vulnerable to white's next move.  

Better seems to be 22...Qa6 the point of this that it 

prevents Nd4–c4 after 23.g4 Bg5. 

23.g4! dxc5 24.bxc5 Bxc5 25.gxf5 Rb4  
Black has to beware of d5–d6+. 

26.Qg3?! Qa2?  
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26...Bd3! and Black has the advantage. 

27.Nxe4 Bd4?  
White only has a modest advantage after 27...Rxb2 

28.Rxb2 Qxb2 29.Nxc5. 

28.Nc3 Bxc3 29.Qxc3 Nxd5?  
Loses immediately.  Black’s best chance seems to be 

29...Rg4.  

30.Qc8+ Rf8 31.Qe6+ Kh8 32.Bxd5 1-0  
Even better is 32.Bxg7+ Kxg7 33.Bxd5, but why 

argue with success? 

 

Here is a game that was practically the last one to 

finish in the entire tournament, an uncompromising 

battle between WGM Velikhanli and master David 

Bennett.  In spite of whate having the advantage for 

most of the game. I was certain that this game would 

be drawn, but a last minute mistake from Bennett put 

this one in Velikhanli’s column.  

 

WGM Firuza Velikhanli (2272) – David Bennett 

(2100) [B01]  Center Counter 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 6 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 3, 2012 

 

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.h3 a6 

6.Nf3 Nc6 7.Be3 Bf5 8.g4!?  
Rather aggressive - it's clear White wants to win 

here. 8...Bg6 9.Bg2 0–0–0 10.a3 Ne4 11.Nh4 Nxc3 

12.bxc3 e5 13.d5 Na5 14.Qe2 e4 15.Nxg6 Qxg6?!  
Misplaces the Black Queen. 

16.c4 Qf6 17.0–0 Qc3 18.Bd2 Qxc2 19.Rfc1 Qa4 

20.Bxa5?! Qxa5 21.Qxe4 Bc5 22.Rab1 Rd6 23.Rb3 

23.Qf5+ would win the f-pawn, which would be sort 

of a mixed blessing. 

23...Qd2 24.Rcb1 Qxf2+ 25.Kh1 b6 26.Rf3 Qh4 

27.Rxf7 h5 28.Rxg7 Qg3?  
The game would be even after 28...hxg4 29.Qxg4+ 

Qxg4 30.Rxg4. 

29.Rf1?  
Here White misses 29.Qe7! Rdh6 30.Qd7+ Kb8 

31.gxh5 with an advantage. 

29...hxg4 30.Qxg4+ Qxg4 31.Rxg4 Rdh6 32.a4  
White has an extra pawn, but the opposite color 

bishops make a draw seem likely. 

32...Re8 33.Rf7 Re1+ 34.Rf1 Re2 35.Rg8+ Kd7 

36.Rf7+ Be7  
I think that 36...Re7 might be a tiny bit better, but 

notice that Black is trying to keep both his Rooks on, 

again because it improves the chance of a draw. 

37.Kg1 Rh4?  
Black is actually in trouble after this.  Things look 

pretty even after 37...Rf6. 

38.Bf3 Re5 39.Bg4+ Kd6 40.Rg6+  
40.Re8 would put black in an annoying bind. 

40...Kc5 41.Rc6+ Kb4 42.Rxc7 Bc5+ 43.Kg2 

Kxa4? 44.Rc6 Rh8 45.d6 Rd8 46.d7 Rg5 47.Rc8 

Rgg8 48.Rxd8?!  
It looks like White wins after 48.Rg7 Rxg7 49.Rxd8 

Be7 50.Re8 Bh4 51.d8/Q. 

48...Rxd8 49.Rf1 b5 50.cxb5 Kxb5 51.h4 a5 52.h5 

a4 53.Rd1 a3 54.Be6?!  
My chess computer recommends 54.h6 but after 

54...Bf8 55.h7 Bg7 56.Be6 Kc6 57.Rd2 Bb2 58.Kf3 a2 

59.Bxa2 Rxd7 60.Rc2+ Kd6 White is left with a game 

that's going to be hard to win, especially with the 

clock ticking. 54...Kc6?! 55.Rd2  

Again,  55.h6! 

55...Bf8 56.Kf3 Bg7 57.Kg4 Bh6 58.Rd3 Bf8 

59.Kf5 Bb4?!  
59...a2! 60.Rd1 Bg7 61.Bxa2 Rxd7 62.Rxd7 Kxd7 

with a draw.  This is a theme in a lot of the variations 

here - white is left with the h-pawn which he can 

never Queen. 

60.Rd4 Bc5 61.Rd2 Bb4 62.Rd4?  
My computer thinks the game is drawn after this, but 

White still has the same problems after 62.Rd1 a2 

63.h6 Kc7 64.Bxa2 Rxd7 65.Rh1 and here's another 

theme: 65...Kd8 66.h7 Bc3 67.h8Q+ Bxh8 68.Rxh8+ 

and white has an extra Bishop, but no pawns.  Again, 

a very difficult ending to try to win. 

62...Bc5 63.Ra4 Kb5 64.Rg4 a2 65.Bxa2 Rxd7 

66.h6 Bd4?  
A draw looks likely after 66...Bf8! 67.Be6. 

67.Be6 Rd8 68.h7 Rf8+ 69.Kg6 Bc3 70.Bf7 Rd8 

71.Rg3 Rd6+ 72.Kh5 Bd4??  
Obviously a time trouble blunder.  Black can put this 

Bishop anywhere on the a1–h8 diagonal but here. 

73.Rd3  
Now Black either loses his Bishop or White gets a 

new Queen. 

73...Rd8 74.Rxd4 1–0 
 

Here is the game that determined first place in the 

Under-2100 section of this year’s state championship.  

Scholastic player Lilia Poteat, seemed destined to 

win the section, going into the final round with a 

perfect 5-0 score.  However in between Lilia and 

undisputed first place was veteran downstate player 

Joe Felber, who was a point behind her with 4-1.  The 

main feature of this game is a very interesting 

exchange sacrifice that gives black a deceptively 

strong attack.  White doesn’t take it seriously enough, 

and after 23.Nb5? she’s lost. 

 

Lilia Poteat (1927) – Joseph Felber (2014) [B14] 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 6 

Under 2100 section  Caro-Kann Defense 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 3, 2012 



 9 

 

1.e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. c4 Nf6 5. Nc3 g6 6. 

Nf3 Bg7 7. Qb3 O-O 8. cxd5 Nbd7 9. Bc4 Nb6 10. 

O-O Bf5 11. Bg5 Rc8 12. Bxf6 Bxf6 13. Be2 Bg4?! 
The first new move of the game. Previously seen here 

was 13... e6 and now the game Vasiljevs-Boos, 

Leverkusen 2010 continued: 14. dxe6 Bxe6 15. Qb4 

Be7 16. Qa5 a6 17. Rfd1 Nd518. Qxd8 Rfxd8 19. 

Ne4 ?! Nf4 with a slight advantage to Black who 

later won. 

14. Rfd1 Bxf3 15. Bxf3 Rc4 16.Ne2? 
It appears better for White to not defend the d4-

pawn, but to counterattack instead: 16. Rac1 Rxd4 

17. Rxd4 Bxd4 18. Nb5 Be5 19. Nxa7, etc. 

16... Qd6 17. a3 Rfc8  
I wonder if Black knew of the implied exchange 

sacrifice in this move.  Whether he was aware of it at 

this point or not, he certainly took advantage of it 

when the time came. 

18. Bg4 R8c7!  
If Black meekly reshuffles his Rooks to avoid giving 

up the exchange with 18... Rd8 he gets nowhere. 

19. Nc3 Qf4 $1 20. Be2 Bxd4!  
Giving up the exchange to attack the White King.  

The game would be even after 20... Rxd4 21. Bd3! 

21. Bxc4 Qxf2+ 22. Kh1 Nxc4 23. Nb5?  
A tempting move, but a loser. It was imperative first 

to boot the Black Queen with  23. Rf1. 

23... Ne3!  
Clearly White missed this - she's now lost in every 

variation. 

24. Rg1 Be5 25. Qb4  
As good a try as any - White is planning on bringing 

her Queen  back to e1 to drive away the Black 

Queen, but as we shall see it misses an important 

tactical point.  You know the game is over when the 

computer suggests that something like 25. Qxe3 is 

your best move. 

25... Rc4! 26. Qe1  
The Black Queen has to retreat now, right? 

26…Rh4!  
Wrong.  Black now threatens an unstoppable mate in 

two. 

27. h3 Rxh3+ 28. gxh3 Qh2, mate. 0-1 
 

Here is a tactical firefight between Albany champion 

Dean Howard and veteran Binghamton player Ed 

Kelley.  For much of the game White seems to have a 

positional win, but eventually queens on an open 

board turn it in to a chaotic tactical mess with the 

players missing wins and draws all over the place.  

Oddly what seals Black’s fate here is when he gives 

into temptation and gets a second Queen. Howard 

provided me with notes on the game, some of which 

are included below. 

 

Dean Howard (2000) – Edward Kelley (2097) 

[B06] 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 5 

Under 2100 section  Pirc/Modern 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 3, 2012 
 

1.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 3.Nf3 d6 4.Be3 c6 5.Bd3 Nd7 

6.Qd2 c5 7.Nc3 a6 8.a4 b6 9.0–0 Bb7 10.Rfe1 e6 

11.h3 Ne7 12.d5 e5 13.Ne2 0–0 14.c4 a5  
14...f5 seems like a natural idea here. 

15.Bh6 Nf6 16.Ng3 Kh8 17.Bxg7+ Kxg7 18.Nh4 

Ne8 19.f4 f6 20.Rf1 Bc8 21.fxe5 dxe5 22.Rf2 Ra7 

23.Raf1 Ng8 24.Nf3 Raf7 25.Qe3 Nd6 26.Ne2 Bd7 

27.b3 Ne7 28.g4?! Kh8?!  
The game is utterly locked up after 28...g5. 

29.g5!?  
Plainly White does not want a draw, so now things 

get crazy.  Howard: "Too ambitious.  White is still 

better after 29.Qh6 Nec8 30.Qh4 Qe7 31.Qg3 Re8 

32.Rg2 Kg8 33.Nc3 Nb7 , etc." 

29...Bxh3 30.Nxe5! fxe5  
Better than 30...Bxf1 31.Nxf7+. 

31.Qxh3 Rxf2 32.Rxf2 Rxf2 33.Kxf2 Qc8?  
It's a subtle thing, but after this move Black is 

doomed to a passive position. Black has a small 

advantage after 33...Nec8. 

34.Qg3 Qf8+ 35.Ke3 Qg7 36.Ng1  
White is slowly moving his pieces around to their best 

squares, and there's not much Black can do to stop it. 

36...Nec8 37.Nf3 Nf7 38.Bf1 Ncd6 39.Bh3 h6 

40.Qh4! h5 41.Qg3 Kg8 42.Be6 Kf8 43.Qh3?!   
Here White had a win with 43.Bxf7! Nxf7 44.Qh3 

Nd8 45.Qc8 Qe7 46.Qb8 and the Black pawns start 

to fall. 43...Nd8 44.Nh4 N8b7 45.Qg3 b5?!  

Desperation, but Black seems to be lost anyway after 

45...Ke8 46.Nf3 Nd8 47.Nxe5. Howard remarks: 

“now the fun starts.” 

46.cxb5 c4 47.Qxe5?  
Howard: "Too clever for my own good.  White should 

just take the pawn and Black doesn't have nearly 

enough after 47.bxc4 Ke7 48.Bh3 Nxc4+ 49.Kd3 

Nb2+ 50.Ke2 Nxa4 51.Bf5 Nbc5 52.Nxg6+ , etc. 

47...cxb3 48.Qf4+ Ke8?  
The wrong square.  After 48...Ke7! White's best seems 

to be 49.e5 b2 50.Bf5 gxf5 51.Nxf5+ Nxf5+ 52.Qxf5 

h4 and it looks like Black is winning. 

49.e5 b2 50.exd6 Qc3+?  
It looks like the game is a perpetual after 50...Kd8! 

51.d7 Nd6! 52.Qxd6 Qc3+. 

51.Kf2 Qc5+?  
51...Nxd6! is a similar situation to the last note. 

52.Kg2 Nxd6 53.Nxg6?  
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Howard: "White would need nerves of steel or brains 

of silicon to play the winning line:  53.Qe5! Qc2+ 

54.Kh3 Nf7 55.Bf5+ Nxe5 56.Bxc2 , etc." 

53...Qc2+ 54.Kh3 Qxg6 55.Qxd6 b1Q?  
Black thinks: "I can't lose with two queens!"  Actually 

yes you can.  He had to keep playing for the draw 

with 55...Qd3+. 

56.Qd7+ Kf8 57.Qd8+ 1-0  
Looking at a mate in two black gives up: 57.Qd8+ 

Qe8 58.Qf6+ Qf7 59.Qxf7, mate. 

 
Here is the meeting between the two winners in the 

Under 1800 section.  After this game Richard Moody 

was the only player with a 4-0 score, but he drew his 

last two games while Smith pulled even again by 

winning both of his. This game is a lengthy struggle, 

with both players missing wins along the way. 

 

Richard Moody (1717) – Joseph Felber (2019) 

[C58] 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 4 

Under 2100 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 2, 2012 
 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.Ng5 d5 5.exd5 Na5 

6.Bb5+ c6 7.dxc6 bxc6 8.Qf3 Bb7 9.Be2 Qc7?!  
This seems to be a novelty, but not a good one - Black 

should prepare to castle with 9...Be7. 

10.d3 c5 11.Ne4 Nd5 12.Nbc3 Nb4 13.Bd1 Nac6 

14.0–0 Nd4 15.Qh3 Bc8? 16.Qg3  
16.Qh5 and Black is in trouble. 

16...Nf5 17.Qg5?  
Practically winning is 17.Qf3 Nd4 18.Nf6+! 

17...Be7 18.Qd2 0–0 19.a3 Nc6 20.Nd5 Qd8 

21.Nxe7+ Qxe7 22.f4  
22.Qc3 first is a better idea. 

22...Rd8 23.Qf2 Nfd4 24.c3 Ne6 25.Ng5?  
Missing 25.f5! Nf4 26.f6! gxf6 27.Ba4 with a winning 

attack for White. 

25...Nxg5 26.fxg5 Rxd3 27.Bc2 Rd8 28.g6?!  
Giving up a pawn for nothing, and the game is even 

again. 

28...hxg6 29.Be3 c4 30.Qg3 Qe6 31.h3 Rb8!  
Now it is Black who has the upper hand - White has 

no good way to defend the b-pawn. 

32.Rf2 Rxb2 33.Raf1 Rb7 34.Qf3 f5 35.Bg5 Re8 

36.Rd2 e4 37.Qd1 Ne5?  
Gives away much of Black's advantage.  He still 

holds most of the cards after 37...Rd7. 

38.Rd6 Qf7 39.Bxe4 Rb3?  
Tempting, but a blunder.  Something like 39...Rb6 was 

required. 

40.Bd5 Be6 41.Rxe6 Rxe6 42.Re1 Qe8?  
After this Black is just lost.  The only way to continue 

playing on is: 42...Nf3+ 43.Bxf3 Rxe1+ 44.Qxe1 

Rxa3 although I suspect White will win this as well. 

43.Rxe5 Kh7 44.Rxe6 Qb5 45.Qd4 Rb1+ 46.Kh2 

Qb8+ 47.Bf4 Qd8 48.Be5 Rb2 49.Bxg7 Qg5 50.Bf6 

1-0 Black will be mated in a few moves, so he gives 

up. 

 
Okay, here’s something you don’t see every day – 

two players rated under 1000 playing the infamously 

complicated Fried Liver Attack.  You sort of get the 

feeling that something like this shouldn’t be 

permitted.  It’s like giving kindergarteners matches 

and dynamite: a messy outcome seems to be certain.  

Nevertheless both players acquit themselves pretty 

well here, and they follow opening theory for quite a 

ways.  In fact, by the time the contestants leave all 

previously played moves behind, Black is already 

lost.  
 
Benjamin Medina (759) – Anoop Sunkara (966) 

[C57]  Giuoco Piano 

134
th

 New York State Championship, round 4 

Under 1200 section 

Colonie, NY, Sept. 2, 2012 

 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.Ng5 d5 5.exd5 Nxd5  
If Black doesn't want to go into this craziness, there is 

always 5...Na5. 

6.Nxf7  
The Fried Liver Attack, God help us. 

6...Kxf7 7.Qf3+ Ke6 8.Nc3 Ncb4  
This seems to be a wee bit better than 8...Nce7. 

9.Qe4 c6 10.a3 Na6 11.d4 Qd6?  
A bad idea.  Black should play 11...Nac7. 

12.Bf4!?  
White understands that his attack has to be relentless, 

but perhaps 12.0–0 is better here. 

12...Kf7?  
This, I believe, is the unrecoverable error.  The game 

looks close to even after 12...Kd7 13.Bxe5 Nxc3! 

14.Qf3 Qg6. 

13.Bxe5 Qd8/N 
The first new move of the game, but Black is already 

lost. The game Ooyevaar-Piersma, Alkmaar 1982 

concluded: 13...Qg6 14.Bxd5+ cxd5 15.Qxd5+ Qe6 

16.Qf3+ Qf5 17.Qe2 Bd6 18.Bxd6 Re8 19.Be5 Nc5 

20.Qc4+ Ne6 21.0–0–0 Qg5+ 22.f4 b5 1–0. 

14.Nxd5 cxd5 15.Bxd5+ Be6 16.Bxe6+ Kxe6 

17.Bc7+ Kf7 18.Bxd8 Rxd8 19.Qxb7+ Kg8? 

20.Qb3+!  
Many players would have just grabbed the loose 

Knight, but this is even better - a mate in one. 

20...Rd5 21.Qxd5, mate 1–0 
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NYSCA's Discount Program – A New Direction for Membership 

 

The NYSCA annual meeting approved a new way for affiliates and organizers of the New York State Championship 

and New York State Open to support NYSCA events.  Organizers that offer a significant entry fee discount for the 

NYSCA events as well as other tournaments that the organizer holds. The State Scholastic Championship, which is 

the largest funder of NYSCA, is unchanged by this change in membership criteria.  It is worth noting that the 

traditional membership-required model remains in effect, and may be used by any organizer, as has been the case 

throughout NYSCA's history. 

 

There are two goals with the change.  One is to make the State Championship a profitable tournament.  The long-

time organizer of the tournament has reported that the tournament, NYSCA's flagship event, has lost money since 

membership costs were absorbed into the entry fee.  There has been a slow decline in the entries at the State 

Championship even with the current entry fee structure, so an increase may well lead to a further decline in entries.  

The pool of potential sites to hold the State Championship is not particularly large on Labor Day weekend, and by 

and large, the membership is satisfied with the Albany Marriott and the Capital Region location for the tournament.  

Therefore this new direction is being tried. 

 

In 2013, membership at the State Championship and State Open will not be required, but members will be offered a 

$7 discount on their entry fee to the event.  Continental Chess Association (CCA) is also offering a $5 discount at 

its other tournaments in New York, including the Long Island Open andManhattan Open.  It should be noted that 

CCA revived the New York State Open in May in Lake George, and the event has been a success for NYSCA.  

NYSCA is willing to work with any other organizer on other NYSCA events.  

 

NYSCA wants to work with organizers to expand the discounts.  Organizers that offer the discounts will have their 

events advertised in Empire Chess, posted on the NYSCA web site and advertised through NYSCA's facebook and 

twitter feeds.  By accessing NYSCA's group of committed tournament chess players, the discounts in entry fee will 

more than pay for itself with increased entries and the ability to obtain entries from further away.  NYSCA is also 

working on internet options for membership verification and purchase. 

 

Help us make NYSCA the best chess organization it can be in the best chess state in the country.  It will make us 

better, and your events better as well. 

 

NEW YORK STATE CHESS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________State:_________Zip:___________________ 

 

E-Mail:____________________________________________________________ 

USCF ID:__________________________________________________________ 

 

$20 for four printed issues  $12 for two printed issues (Winter and Summer) 

 

Mail to: Phyllis Benjamin, Secretary, NYSCA, PO Box 340511, Brooklyn, NY 11234. 
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Buffalo/Rochester Chess News 

From staff reports 

The Buffalo Navy Fleet Week - Battle of Lake Erie 

FIDE Championships 2012 held at the, concluded 

with a four-way tie. The Navy Fleet Week is one of 

many events in New York State to honor the 

bicentennial of the War of 1812.  The 2012 co-

champions were WFM Anna Levina, NM Lionel L. 

Davis, NM Barry Davis, and NM Scott Riester all 

scored 3 1/2 points in the closely-contested five-

round tournament.   

One goal of the tournament was to create more 

FIDE-rated players in Western New York and 

increase the opportunity to use FIDE ratings in this 

border area, as well to honor the naval fleet of two 

countries in a truly unique way.  The Naval opening 

ceremonies started with a Naval Color Guard, 

Pledge of Allegience and IM Kenneth W. Regan, 

Ph.D. sang the Canadian national anthem.  

Round five finished with WFM Anna Levina 

drawing NM Barry Davis and CM Scott Riester 

drawing NM Lionel L. Davis on the top boards. 

Some of the winners are shown below at the 

tournament site: 

 

 

In the Naval Admiral Team section, a section 

dedicated to honor the African-Americans and 

women of the War of 1812.  There were six 

uniformed sailors, two each represented the HMCS 

Ville de Quebec, USS Hurricane and USS De Wert 

which are docked in the Buffalo Harbor as part of 

the Fleet Week ceremony, along with two women. 

Overall, there was a three-way tie which included 

James Lyon and Ashton William, a Heim 

Elementary second grader and The USS Hurricane, 

all earned three points. Top women were Dekayla 

Dubose and Laura Cohn, a Lindbergh Elementary 

fourth grader. The Scholastic section ended with co-

champions James Lyon and Ashton William 

Dekayla Dubose was third. 

Results of the Colonial Marines Under 1800 section 

are Co-champions David S. Miller and Jerome J. 

Green.  There was a third place tie between Kevin 

N. Roulhac and Jason Zhou. 

Upsets were the story of the day were in Round 2, 

Jerome Green(1287) defeated Steve Baer(1342), 

Round 3 had Jerome Green(1287) defeated James 

Paul(1495).  In the final round, Jerome Green(1287) 

defeated Kevin Roulhac(1730) and David 

Miller(1581) defeated Jason Zhou(1736). 

We are very grateful for all those who came out and 

help welcome our servicemen to the Buffalo chess 

community. Special thanks to the Old First Ward 

Community Center which allowed us to host this 

event and Diane Ruminski who helped with 

pictures, signage and registration. 

Sam Copeland won the Labor Day tournament in 

Sardinia September 3rd. Sam beat Chris Darling 

and Mark Clark in Rounds 1 and 2, drew Marijan 

Procyk in round 3 and won over Pat Patterson in 

round 4 to finish with 3 ½ points. Unfortunately for 

Sam, the draw stopped him from reaching the 

Master level (his post-tournament rating is 2197).  

Mark Clark of Jamestown and Jarret Minkler from 

Lockport finished tied for second with three points 

with Minkler winning the Under 1400 prize. 

Zach Madden won the scholastic section over Nate 

Palmisano, Max Peters, Todd Thompson, and James 

Lyon of Hamburg.   Tom Warner directed. 

Lucas Grisanti and Benjamin Rummell tied for first 

in the monthly Sardinia tournament last Saturday, 

July 28. Lucas drew with top-seeded Chris Darling 

in the first round, then beat Michael McDuffie and 

Ryan Palmisano to finish with 2 ½ points. Benjamin 

took a first round bye, then defeated Wes Darling 

and Chris Darling in Rounds 2 and 3. Well played 

by both scholastic players!  

 

The Battle of Black Rock, the first chess 

tournament in the series, attracted over 30 players.      

The Battle of Black Rock Scholastic K-3 

undefeated Champion was Ashton A. William,.  

Second place was taken by Danielle Spencer. 
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The Battle of Black Rock Under 1400 Section 

undefeated Champion was Jason W. Zhou of the 

Nichols Chess Team, who was a perfect 4-0 score..  

There was a second place tie between Christopher 

P. Dunsworth, a sixth grader from Erie, PA and 

Daniel F. Morgan from Pittsburgh, PA, with both 

scoring three points.  Both players lost in the first 

round before winning their last three games in the 

13-player section. 

The Battle of Black Rock Open undefeated 

Champion was NM Barry Davis with 3 ½ points.  

Davis drew Marijan Procyk in the last round after 

winning his first three games.  There was a four-

way tie for second, all with three points were NM 

Lionel L. Davis, Charles Lubas, Erik Lubas and 

Marijan Procyk, with Davis and Procyk both losing 

to the eventual champion.  The Under 2000 prize 

winner was Erik Lubas.  Ryan Madden was clear 

sixth in the 17-player section. 

Michael Mc Duffie directed for the Archangel 8 

Chess Academy. 

In Rochester, the Jenifer Woods Memorial Grand 

Prix monthly tournaments continued through the 

summer.  The September 8 tournament was won by 

FM Igor Nikolayev, who swept the field with a 

perfect 4-0 score to win the Open section by a point 

and a half.   Former New York State Scholastic 

Champion James Hiltunen and Abraham Glasser 

tied for second with 2 ½ points. 

 

The Youth section was won by Lev Paciorkowski, a 

visiting player from Missouri, with three points.  

Keith Kolaczyk was clear second with 2 ½ points.  

The tournament was directed by Michael Lionti for 

the Rochester Chess Center. 

 

The August edition of the Grand Prix was held on 

the 11
th
, and the closely-contested 14-player Open 

section ended with three players tying for third with 

3-1 scores.  They were FM Igor Nikolayev, James 

Hiltunen and Abraham Glasser.  Glasser was able to 

hold Nikolayev to a draw in the last round, and 

Nikolayev was also nicked for a draw by 

Jamestown Expert Mark Clark in the first round.   

 

Veteran FM Isay Golyak was clear fourth with 2 ½ 

points, who had a half-point bye in the last round. 

Mike Lionti directed. 

 

July 14's 11-player Grand Prix also ended in a 

three-way tie, this time between FM Isay Golyak, 

Matt Slomski and Joshua Rofrano, all of whom had 

three points.  Oddly, due to byes, all three players 

ended the tournament undefeated.     Slomski and 

Rofrano drew in the last round.  Abraham Glasser 

and Sherman Cunningham tied for fourth with 2 ½ 

points, with the veteran Cunningham going 

undefeated. 

 

Ron Lohrman directed for the Rochester Chess 

Center. 

 

In addition to the monthly Grand Prix tournaments, 

the Rochester Chess Center hosts weekly rating 

events, being the only club in Upstate New York to 

do so. 

 

The September 15 event drew 17 players in two 

sections.  The 11-player Open section was a 

triumph for FM Igor Nikolayev, who won the 

section with a perfect 3-0 score.   FM Igor Golyak 

was clear second with 2 ½ points, taking a half-

point bye in the last round.  Matthew McMahon and 

Michael Connelly tied for third with two points. 

 

Lev Paciorkowski won the Youth section with 3 ½ 

points, sweeping the field by a point and a half.  

Ken McBride directed for the Rochester Chess 

Center. 

 

Nikolayev also won the August 28 event with three 

points.  FM Golyak was clear second with 2 ½ 

points, and a logjam of five players tied for third 

with two points: Abraham Glasser, Joshua Rofrano, 

Jimmy Rossi, Sherman Cunningham, Richard 

Motroni.  Cunningham was undefeated with two 

draws.   

 

Michael Lionti directed for the Chess Center. 

 

(continued on page 19) 

 

 
 

 

Catch NYSCA on the Web! 

 

www.nysca.net 
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The Scholastic Column: 

Endgames: Good Knight 

Versus Bad Bishop 

by Zachary Calderon 

Endgames, as we know, are an extremely important 

part of our performance as a chess player. Many 

times in the middlegame we exchange off a Knight 

for a Bishop or a Bishop for a Knight, creating an 

imbalance in the material. And when it comes down 

to the endgame, which minor piece we have can 

make all the difference.  

How many of us would take a Bishop over a 

Knight? I know I would. However, there are certain 

instances where the Knight is much better than the 

Bishop. The first would be in a position in which 

the Bishop is being hemmed in by pawns on the 

same color as the Bishop, and has very little 

mobility, such as the one below.   The Black pawns 

are difficult to move, and hem in the Bishop which 

is behind them. 

  
This game took place in 1936, with the endgame 

virtuoso and former World Champion Jose Raoul 

Capablanca conducting the White pieces and 

American champion Samuel Reshevsky behind the 

Black pieces. If we look at the position, White has a 

clear advantage. Right off the bat, we can see that 

Black has more pawn islands, with the isolated d5 

pawn sticking out like a sore thumb.  

Capablanca goes right after it with 43. Kd3 h5  

Black is trying desperately to make counterplay, as 

43…Kf6 44. Kd4 Ke6 45. Kc5 wins for White.   It is 

also the only way to attempt to make space for the 

Bishop.   

44. gxh5+ Kxh5 45. Kd4 
With White's f3 pawn covering the g4 square and 

the Black Bishop hemmed in, Black is losing, so he 

targets White’s Kingside pawns.  

45…Kh4 45. Nxd5 Kg3  
45…Bxd5?? 46. Kxd5 Kg3 47. Ke4 wins for White.  

46. f4  

  
White manages to hang on to his extra pawn.  

46…g4  
Trying to make a passed pawn of his own, but in 

return giving White two connected passed pawns. 

Not 46...Bxd5?? 47. Kxd5 gxf4 48. exf4 Kxf4 49. 

Kc5 and White wins.  

47. f5 Bc8 48. Ke5 Bd7 49. e4 
Notice how White isn’t allowing Black any time to 

work on his own passed pawn. The rest of the game 

is textbook. 

49…Be8 50. Kd4 Kf3 51. e5! g3 52. Ne3 Kf4 53. 

e6 g2 54. Nxg2+ Kxf5 55. Kd5 Kg4 56. Ne3+  
The Black Bishop has no room to breathe, and 

Capablanca finishes up neatly.  

56…Kf4 57. Kd4 1-0  

  
White is going to play Nd4-c7 and march his King 

up to support the pawn. Black is completely lost, 

and doesn't have a way to trade to a position where 

the Bishop can take White's last pawn to draw. 

We can see how quickly an active Knight can 

decimate a passive Bishop. But what if the Bishop 

has room? What if it has lots of room? This can be 

very good except for one circumstance. In the game 

between Russian Grandmasters Flohr and 

Bondarevsky, Bondarevsky’s Bishop had room. Yet 

Flohr made quick work of his opponent. 
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Can you see why White’s position is so much 

better? This may not seem right, as Black has a very 

active Bishop and the Knight is on the side. But 

upon closer examination, we see that the Knight 

actually has a lot of useful squares. The most 

dangerous is c5 where is supports e6 for the pawn, 

and blocks Black's c6 pawn while attacking Black's 

a6 pawn.  

This brings us to the second point, why is the 

Bishop bad? It has no targets. All of White's pawns 

are on dark squares, while the Bishop is light-

squared.   There is also no way to force White's 

pawns onto light squares.  This seems obvious, but 

in reality over the board, it isn’t so clear. I was 

playing in a tournament recently where I was down 

a pawn in the endgame and, fighting for what 

seemed to be a pretty simple draw, lost. Of course it 

became clear as he marched his pawn forward and I 

sat helplessly and watched and it plowed through 

my position, my Bishop could do nothing to find 

counterplay. All of his pawns were on opposite 

colored squares! On c5 all of White's pieces would 

be on dark squares and the only way the King 

would penetrate the White position would be via g6, 

which will be off limits since the White king is so 

much closer.  

The game went 66. Nc5 Bc4 The only way to 

protect the a6 pawn. However, now it will be 

impossible to protect the h7 pawn, since the Knight 

covers d3. Once again, the Bishop has zero targets 

to attack.  

67. Kg5 Be2 68. Kh6 Kd8 69. Kxh7 Ke7        

Trying to stop the passed e-pawn.  

70. Kg6 Bf1 71. Kf5 Bh3+ 72. Ke4 Bg2+ 73. Ke3 

Bf1 74. Kd2! The King now has a different target in 

mind. It appears Black has everything sufficiently 

defended, but White quickly shatters this dream. 

  
 

74…Kf7 75. Kc3 Kg6 76. Kb4 Kf5 77. Nb7! 1-0 

The White King penetrates c6. 77…Bb4 78. Kc5 

followed by Nd8 picks up the c-pawn.  

 

The beauty of these endgames is that they do not 

necessarily have to be Bishop versus Knight for the 

lessons we learned to apply. My game I mentioned 

had Bishops of the same color. These games 

demonstrate just how nimble and agile a Knight can 

be. I really hope you learned something from these 

examples, and are able to apply them into your own 

games.   
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Twenty-Five Years of Four 

Rated Games Tonight! 

By Karl Heck and Steve Immitt 
 

In the 1980's as tournament chess expanded in the 

United States and worldwide, both the USCF and 

FIDE allowed a new rated variation called Action 

Chess in the United States and Active Chess in 

much of the rest of the world.  The Action Chess 

format allowed a rated game to be completed in one 

hour for the first time.   The previous fastest time 

control was the now largely unused 30/30 format, 

where 30 moves had to be played in 30 minutes.  

The 30/30 format, though, required continued play 

at one minute per move unless there was a 

conclusion.  Sudden death was not allowed before 

the mid-1980's. 

 

In March 1987, tireless director Steve Immitt 

brought the new format to Thursday night events in 

New York City.  “Four Rated Games Tonight” was 

born on Tuesday under the moniker “All in a 

Knight's Work,” but eventually switched nights and 

names., “Four Rated Games Tonight” has never left 

New York City since, though the format has moved 

to different locations.  Currently “Four Rated 

Games Tonight” is held at the New Yorker Hotel in 

Manhattan.  The slogan “America's Action Chess 

Showcase” has been part of the event since the 

beginning of the event as well, being invented by 

former Manhattan Chess Club manager Russ Garber 

at the beginning of Four Rated Games. 

 

Four games has long been the norm at weekend 

Swisses around the country.  The even number of 

games ensures that most players get the same 

number of each color, and four is norrmally the 

most games a tournament director could fit into a 

day and get rated before the advent of Action Chess. 

 

The “Four Rated Games Tonight” format condensed 

that to five hours.  Four Rated Games Tonight 

allows a player to arrive at seven and leave by 

midnight.  In the city that never sleeps, midnight is 

still not that late on a weeknight.  For the last 25 

years, Thursday night has not ended without a new 

champion in Four Rated Games Tonight.  Over 

1,000 Four Rated Games Tonight tournaments have 

been held since 1987. 

 

Some of the early regulars for the tournament 

included IM Jay Bonin, GM's Pal Benko, Art 

Bisguier, Mike Rohde and IM Kamran Shirazi.  

When Gata Kamsky was 15, he and his father 

sought political asylum in the U.S. after he played 

in the 1989 New York Open.  He soon became a 

regular himself every Thursday as well, and Action 

Chess fans were treated each week to some pretty 

intense and high level time scrambles on Board One 

in the last round between Kamsky and Shirazi. 

  

From 1987 through 1993, the tournament took place 

at the Manhattan Chess Club, first at the Club's 

storied location on the 10th floor of Carnegie Hall, 

from 1987 until September 1992, when the Club 

moved from 57th Street to W. 46th Street.  Kamsky 

was there for the historic "Last Four Rated Games 

In Carnegie Hall,” where he swept the tournament. 

One interesting bit of Kamsky trivia:  one of the few 

players in the world to ever have had a plus score 

against Gata accomplished this in Carnegie Hall, 

when the late USCF Expert Charles Jortner 

unexpectedly beat Kamsky in their sole encounter. 

  

From October 1992 until June 1993, the tournament 

was contested in the modern tournament room of 

the American Chess Center on West 46
th
 

Street. The annual Thursday Night Championship 

edition of June 24, 1993 bore an uncanny similarity 

to the U.S. Championship, with Kamsky paired 

with Joel Benjamin in Round 4.  After a heated 

struggle, neither of the two titans was able to 

squeeze anything more from the rook ending and 

had to split the point:   That last-round game also 

marked the end of the Four Rated Games six-year 

run at the Manhattan Chess Club. 

  

On February 17th, 1994, the Original Four Rated 

Games Tonight began its 18-year partnership with 

the world-famous Marshall Chess Club in its 

historic brownstone on West 10th Street.  To its new 

home came some new stars, one of the most notable 

being future GM Hikaru Nakamura, who cut his 

chess teeth playing on Thursday Nights.  In fact, 

Hikaru made history on Thursday Night, February 

26, 1998 when he defeated NM Ilijas Terzic in the 

third rated game that night, to become the youngest 

Master in USCF history at the time: 

 

Through the years, "Four Rated Games Tonight!" 

has served as a stepping stone for the rising young 

stars of the day to acquire the New York City street 

smarts to help them up as they climbed the chess 

ladder.  From Donny Ariel, Marc Arnold, Samson 

Benen, Sal Bercys, Fabiano Caruana, Martha Fierro, 

Dmytro Kedyk, Kassa Korley, Boris Kreiman, Irina 
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Krush, Alex Lenderman, Mackenzie Molner, Igor 

Shliperman, Igor Shneider, Raven Sturt, FM Grigor 

Braylovsky, NM Nigel Bryant, NM Joshua Colas 

(who make Master on Thursday 1/13/11),(IM-

elect?) Teddy Coleman, FM Alec 

Getz, FM Matthew Herman, GM Robert Hess, FM 

Alex Kalikshteyn, NM Ravshan Khamroev, FM 

Adam Maltese, NM Abby Marshall, NM Andrew 

Ng, FM Alex Ostrovskiy, FM Leif Pressman, NM 

Evan Rabin, NM Evan Rosenberg 

(another player who broke 2200 on Thursday), NM 

Levy Rozman, brother NMs Andrew and Nicholas 

Ryba, NM Joan Santana, IM Justin Sarkar, NM 

Andrew Shvartsman, NM Richard Tuhrim, NM 

Eigen Wang, NM Zachary Weiner, NM Justus 

Williams (who also broke 2200 during the Thursday 

September 23, 2010 Grand Prix edition), etc., etc.  
and countless others, the names on the "Four Rated 

Games Tonight!" wallcharts certainly do read like a 

Who's Who of American Junior Chess. 

  

May 24, 2012 marked the end of the "Four Rated 

Games Tonight!" era at the Marshall, and GM Mike 

Rohde, along with NMs Juan Sena and Miro 

Reverby were on hand to mark the occasion.  The 

Four Rated Games Tonight tournaments moved to 

the New Yorker Hotel.  The New Yorker site has 

extremely high-quality playing accommodations in 

an easy to get to Midtown Manhattan location.  It is 

a historic location that while not as old as the 

Marshall, has many more stories to tell.  Along with 

famous visitors like JFK and Muhammad Ali, the 

creme de la crème of the New York City chess 

world calls it home every Thursday night. 

 

"Four Rated Games Tonight!" was able to capitalize 

on Sophia's hard work organizing the 70 GM PCA 

Qualifier by inviting the whole gang to the Marshall 

on Thursday Night, June 24th to a chess party 

which featured no less than 15 Grandmasters of its 

own (a record which still stands for Four Rated 

Games Tonight). 

 

The late GM Alex Wojtkiewicz proved to no one's 

surprise that he was a world-class action player that 

night, winning all four of his rated games (no easy 

task when all four of them are Senior Masters, 

including 3 GMs!) and turning in a white-hot 2800+ 

performance rating to clinch first in the strongest "4 

Rated Games Tonight!" ever held. 

  

IM Jay Bonin, on hand for the very first edition of 

the tournament in 1987, proved, again to no one's 

surprise, that he is still Mr. Thursday Night, because 

Jay has played in more Thursday Night (or Monday 

or Tuesday or Friday or Saturday or Sunday) 

tournaments than you can shake a truckload of 

sticks at.  But who is Number Two?  That one is 

hard to say.  FM Boris Privman has driven well over 

30,000 miles roundtrip from his home near Trenton 

to play in many hundreds of Thursdays through the 

years.  But Gabor Schnitzler has had perfect 

Thursday attendance for at least the last five years, 

and if you include the last seven years, he has only 

missed two or three Thursday meetings on his 

doctor's orders. 

  

Records are made and records are broken, but one 

record which is likely to last the test of time is that 

of the number of players from all corners of the 

globe (they even know about us in places that sure 

are hard to say: 

http://vaadeldaja.blogspot.com/2009/05/malem

ang-manhattanil-ja-usa-mv.html)who have made 

"Four Rated Games Tonight!" a part of their lives 

this past quarter century. 
  
One new addition to the Four Rated Games Tonight 

format was offering Mixed Doubles prizes this year 

in an effort to attract more women to the 

tournament.   The innovation has been a success, 

and Steve has recently expanded the categories to 

offer a new women's sections and girls under 1200.  

By continuing to expand the pool of players, it is 

possible to continue and grow the tournaments.  

Four Rated Games Tonight continues to evolve to 

stay fresh and keep the players coming. 

 

July 12
th
 was the official 25

th
 Anniversary of Four 

Rated Games Tonight.  Steve Immitt hosted a 

ceremony with a large number of Guests of Honor 

for the event, including GM's Arthur Bisguier and 

Gata Kamsky, IM Jay Bonin, FM Boris Privman, IA 

Sophia Rohde, FM Ron Young, TD Andre Harding 

and weekly participant Gabor Schnitzler, who has 

played in the Four Rated Games Tonight since its 

inception in 1987.  That is a lot of rated games! 

 

For the 25
th
 anniversary event, 132 players 

participated.  In the 56-player Open section, four 

GM's and one SM tied for first with 3 ½ points.  

The GM's were Tamaz Gelashvili, Aleksandr 

Lenderman, Sergei Azarov and New York State 

Chess Hall of Famer Joel Benjmain.  Yaacov 

Norowitz is the “super SM,” a rare non-titled player 

with a 2584 USCF rating!  Benjamin was nicked for 

a draw in round 3, while Gelashvili drew Norowitz 

and Lenderman drew Azarov in the last round. 

http://vaadeldaja.blogspot.com/2009/05/malemang-manhattanil-ja-usa-mv.html
http://vaadeldaja.blogspot.com/2009/05/malemang-manhattanil-ja-usa-mv.html


 18 

 

Eight players tied for sixth with 3-1 scores.  They 

were GM's Leonid Yudasin, former US Open 

Champion Michael Rohde and Vladimir 

Romanenko, WGM and US Women's Champion 

Irina Krush (who also won the first Mixed Doubles 

prize with Under 1800 player Simon Popkin), FM's 

Grigogor Braylovskiy and Matthew Herman, and 

NM';s Ravshan Khamroev and Evan Rosenberg.  

Yudasin was the only undefeated player in the 

group. 

 

Regular New York player GM Mikheil Kekelidze 

led the 14
th
 place group at 2 ½ points, along with 

IM Mackenzie Molner, GM Gennady Sagalchik, 

FM Aleksandr Ostrovskiy, IM and Hall of Famer 

Jay Bonin, WGM Martha Fierro and NM Andrew 

Shvartsman.  Only in New York City can a 

weeknight tournament have six internationally-titled 

players with 2 ½ – 1 ½ scores. 

 

The Under 2200 section was won by long-time 

Queens player Nicholas Ryba with a perfect 4-0 

record in the 41-player section.  Ryba actually 

crossed the National Master threshold for the first 

time in his previous tournament, the World Open, 

but gained 28 points in this event to go from 2204 

to 2232.  Ryba is now close to 2300!  In this event, 

he was also third in the Mixed Doubles. 

 

Nagib Gebran was clear second with 3 ½ points, 

drawing in the first round in a “Swiss Gambit” and 

then winning three straight.    Five players tied for 

third with 3-1 scores:  Isaac Barayev, Evan Rabin, 

Furqan Tanwir, Bora Yagiz, and Harrison Smart. 

 

Maksim Shvartsovskiy won the 24-player Under 

1800 section with a perfect 4-0 score, moving into 

class A for the first time after the event.  Simon 

Popkin was clear second with 3 ½ points, and was 

the other half of the winning Mixed Doubles team 

with WGM Irina Krush.  Joshua Weiner, Maya 

Yamazaki and Gilberto Astor tied for third at 3-1. 

 

Daniel Slavin won the 13-player Under 1200 

section with a perfect 4-0 score, gaining 115 rating 

points on this historic night.  John Kelly was clear 

second with three points.  As mentioned previously, 

Simon Poplin and WGM Irina Krush won the 

Mixed Doubles prize with 6 ½ points.  An 

impressive 21 Mixed Doubles teams entered the 

tournament, which meant there was a significant 

number of women entered.  WGM Martha Fierro 

and Nagib Gerban were second with six points, and 

Abby Marshall and Nicholas Ryba were third with 5 

½ points.  The scoring format uses raw score, and 

does not adjust by section.  Steve Immitt directed 

with assistance from Jabari McGreen and Hector 

Rodriguez IV. 

 

One of the beauties of the Four Rated Games 

Tonight format is that you know the tournament is 

there every Thursday night, and a more normal 

week draws 20-30 players for the tournament.  The 

September 13 edition of Four Rated Games Tonight 

drew 26 players and was won by GM Michael  

Rohde and Expert Vitaly Tseytlin, both scoring 3 ½ 

points.  Tseytlin also won the Mixed Doubles prize 

with Jennifer Acon. 

 

IM Jay Bonin, FM Boris Privman and Norman 

Rokeach tied for third with 3-1 scores.  Steve 

Immitt was the director, as is almost always the case 

for Four Rated Games Tonight. 

 

The September 6
th
 edition of the event had IM Jay 

Bonin not only tying for first, but also winning the 

Mixed Doubles prize with WIM Shernaz Kennedy.  

Bonin and FM Leif Pressman tied for first in the 24-

player event with 3 ½ ooints, drawing each other in 

the last round after sweeping through the field.  

Super-SM Yaacov Norowitz and Vitaly Tseytlin tied 

for third with 3-1 scores.  A large group of players 

scored 2 ½, including former US Champion 

Michael Rohde, FM Boris Privman, Michael Hehir, 

Yefrem Zats, Moshe Uminer and Bora Yagiz. 

 

Here is a game from the July 26 tournament: 

The ORIGINAL 'Four Rated Games Tonight!" 

July 26, 2012  - New Yorker Hotel, New York, NY 

Round 4, Board 2:   

Tournament Game Of The Week! 

White: Alexander Fabbri  (2097)    

Black: GM Tamaz Gelashvili (2682) 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.g3 dxc4 5.Bg2 Bb4+ 

6.Bd2 a5 7.O-O Bxd2 8.Qxd2 c6 9.a4 b5 10.axb5 

cxb5 11.Qg5 Ba6 12.Qxg7 Rg8 13.Qh6 Bb7 14.d5 

Nxd5 15.Qxh7 Nf6 16.Qh4 Nbd7 17.Nc3 Qb6 

18.Qd4 b4 19.Na4 Qxd4 20.Nxd4 Bxg2 21.Kxg2 

Rc8 22.Rac1 Ke7 23.Rc2 Ne4 24.f3 Nd6 25.f4 Rc7 

26.Kf3 f5 27.Rfc1 Rb8 28.Nb3 Nf6 29.Nd2 b3 

30.Rxc4 Nxc4 31.Rxc4 Rxc4 32.Nxc4 Rb4 

33.Ncb6 Nd7 34.Nxd7 Rxa4 35.Ne5 Ra2 and 

Black eventually won. 

 

There was a time in American chess when Four 

Rated Games Tonight would not have possible due 

http://www.lutanho.net/pgn/ltpgnboard.html?Init=&ApplyPgnMoveText=1.d4%20Nf6%202.c4%20e6%203.Nf3%20d5%204.g3%20dxc4%205.Bg2%20Bb4+%206.Bd2%20a5%207.O-O%20Bxd2%208.Qxd2%20c6%209.a4%20b5%2010.axb5%20cxb5%2011.Qg5%20Ba6%2012.Qxg7%20Rg8%2013.Qh6%20Bb7%2014.d5%20Nxd5%2015.Qxh7%20Nf6%2016.Qh4%20Nbd7%2017.Nc3%20Qb6%2018.Qd4%20b4%2019.Na4%20Qxd4%2020.Nxd4%20Bxg2%2021.Kxg2%20Rc8%2022.Rac1%20Ke7%2023.Rc2%20Ne4%2024.f3%20Nd6%2025.f4%20Rc7%2026.Kf3%20f5%2027.Rfc1%20Rb8%2028.Nb3%20Nf6%2029.Nd2%20b3%2030.Rxc4%20Nxc4%2031.Rxc4%20Rxc4%2032.Nxc4%20Rb4%2033.Ncb6%20Nd7%2034.Nxd7%20Rxa4%2035.Ne5%20Ra2%20&SetBGColor=EEEEEE&SetBorder=1&SetDragDrop=1&eval=AddText(unescape(%22%3C%7Ctd%3E%3Ctd%3E%3Cdiv%20style%3D%5C%27height%3A360px%3Boverflow%3Aauto%5C%27%3E%3CB%3Eheader%20text%3C%7CB%3E%3CBR%3E%3CBR%3E%22)+GetHTMLMoveText(0,0,1))
http://www.lutanho.net/pgn/ltpgnboard.html?Init=&ApplyPgnMoveText=1.d4%20Nf6%202.c4%20e6%203.Nf3%20d5%204.g3%20dxc4%205.Bg2%20Bb4+%206.Bd2%20a5%207.O-O%20Bxd2%208.Qxd2%20c6%209.a4%20b5%2010.axb5%20cxb5%2011.Qg5%20Ba6%2012.Qxg7%20Rg8%2013.Qh6%20Bb7%2014.d5%20Nxd5%2015.Qxh7%20Nf6%2016.Qh4%20Nbd7%2017.Nc3%20Qb6%2018.Qd4%20b4%2019.Na4%20Qxd4%2020.Nxd4%20Bxg2%2021.Kxg2%20Rc8%2022.Rac1%20Ke7%2023.Rc2%20Ne4%2024.f3%20Nd6%2025.f4%20Rc7%2026.Kf3%20f5%2027.Rfc1%20Rb8%2028.Nb3%20Nf6%2029.Nd2%20b3%2030.Rxc4%20Nxc4%2031.Rxc4%20Rxc4%2032.Nxc4%20Rb4%2033.Ncb6%20Nd7%2034.Nxd7%20Rxa4%2035.Ne5%20Ra2%20&SetBGColor=EEEEEE&SetBorder=1&SetDragDrop=1&eval=AddText(unescape(%22%3C%7Ctd%3E%3Ctd%3E%3Cdiv%20style%3D%5C%27height%3A360px%3Boverflow%3Aauto%5C%27%3E%3CB%3Eheader%20text%3C%7CB%3E%3CBR%3E%3CBR%3E%22)+GetHTMLMoveText(0,0,1))
http://www.lutanho.net/pgn/ltpgnboard.html?Init=&ApplyPgnMoveText=1.d4%20Nf6%202.c4%20e6%203.Nf3%20d5%204.g3%20dxc4%205.Bg2%20Bb4+%206.Bd2%20a5%207.O-O%20Bxd2%208.Qxd2%20c6%209.a4%20b5%2010.axb5%20cxb5%2011.Qg5%20Ba6%2012.Qxg7%20Rg8%2013.Qh6%20Bb7%2014.d5%20Nxd5%2015.Qxh7%20Nf6%2016.Qh4%20Nbd7%2017.Nc3%20Qb6%2018.Qd4%20b4%2019.Na4%20Qxd4%2020.Nxd4%20Bxg2%2021.Kxg2%20Rc8%2022.Rac1%20Ke7%2023.Rc2%20Ne4%2024.f3%20Nd6%2025.f4%20Rc7%2026.Kf3%20f5%2027.Rfc1%20Rb8%2028.Nb3%20Nf6%2029.Nd2%20b3%2030.Rxc4%20Nxc4%2031.Rxc4%20Rxc4%2032.Nxc4%20Rb4%2033.Ncb6%20Nd7%2034.Nxd7%20Rxa4%2035.Ne5%20Ra2%20&SetBGColor=EEEEEE&SetBorder=1&SetDragDrop=1&eval=AddText(unescape(%22%3C%7Ctd%3E%3Ctd%3E%3Cdiv%20style%3D%5C%27height%3A360px%3Boverflow%3Aauto%5C%27%3E%3CB%3Eheader%20text%3C%7CB%3E%3CBR%3E%3CBR%3E%22)+GetHTMLMoveText(0,0,1))
http://www.lutanho.net/pgn/ltpgnboard.html?Init=&ApplyPgnMoveText=1.d4%20Nf6%202.c4%20e6%203.Nf3%20d5%204.g3%20dxc4%205.Bg2%20Bb4+%206.Bd2%20a5%207.O-O%20Bxd2%208.Qxd2%20c6%209.a4%20b5%2010.axb5%20cxb5%2011.Qg5%20Ba6%2012.Qxg7%20Rg8%2013.Qh6%20Bb7%2014.d5%20Nxd5%2015.Qxh7%20Nf6%2016.Qh4%20Nbd7%2017.Nc3%20Qb6%2018.Qd4%20b4%2019.Na4%20Qxd4%2020.Nxd4%20Bxg2%2021.Kxg2%20Rc8%2022.Rac1%20Ke7%2023.Rc2%20Ne4%2024.f3%20Nd6%2025.f4%20Rc7%2026.Kf3%20f5%2027.Rfc1%20Rb8%2028.Nb3%20Nf6%2029.Nd2%20b3%2030.Rxc4%20Nxc4%2031.Rxc4%20Rxc4%2032.Nxc4%20Rb4%2033.Ncb6%20Nd7%2034.Nxd7%20Rxa4%2035.Ne5%20Ra2%20&SetBGColor=EEEEEE&SetBorder=1&SetDragDrop=1&eval=AddText(unescape(%22%3C%7Ctd%3E%3Ctd%3E%3Cdiv%20style%3D%5C%27height%3A360px%3Boverflow%3Aauto%5C%27%3E%3CB%3Eheader%20text%3C%7CB%3E%3CBR%3E%3CBR%3E%22)+GetHTMLMoveText(0,0,1))
http://www.lutanho.net/pgn/ltpgnboard.html?Init=&ApplyPgnMoveText=1.d4%20Nf6%202.c4%20e6%203.Nf3%20d5%204.g3%20dxc4%205.Bg2%20Bb4+%206.Bd2%20a5%207.O-O%20Bxd2%208.Qxd2%20c6%209.a4%20b5%2010.axb5%20cxb5%2011.Qg5%20Ba6%2012.Qxg7%20Rg8%2013.Qh6%20Bb7%2014.d5%20Nxd5%2015.Qxh7%20Nf6%2016.Qh4%20Nbd7%2017.Nc3%20Qb6%2018.Qd4%20b4%2019.Na4%20Qxd4%2020.Nxd4%20Bxg2%2021.Kxg2%20Rc8%2022.Rac1%20Ke7%2023.Rc2%20Ne4%2024.f3%20Nd6%2025.f4%20Rc7%2026.Kf3%20f5%2027.Rfc1%20Rb8%2028.Nb3%20Nf6%2029.Nd2%20b3%2030.Rxc4%20Nxc4%2031.Rxc4%20Rxc4%2032.Nxc4%20Rb4%2033.Ncb6%20Nd7%2034.Nxd7%20Rxa4%2035.Ne5%20Ra2%20&SetBGColor=EEEEEE&SetBorder=1&SetDragDrop=1&eval=AddText(unescape(%22%3C%7Ctd%3E%3Ctd%3E%3Cdiv%20style%3D%5C%27height%3A360px%3Boverflow%3Aauto%5C%27%3E%3CB%3Eheader%20text%3C%7CB%3E%3CBR%3E%3CBR%3E%22)+GetHTMLMoveText(0,0,1))
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to the rating rules.  Now, it's impossible to imagine 

New York City chess without it. 

Central New York News 

by Karl Heck 
 
Veteran Syracuse class A player Ken Chamberlain 

won the Utica Summer Open on September 15 with 

a perfect 4-0 score, besting the eight-player field by 

a full point.    Mark Dreher was clear second with a 

3-1 score, losing only to Chamberlain.  Lance 

Winters, Anthony Benenati and Evertt Pashley tied 

for third with 2-2 scores.  Joe Ball directed. 

 

David Kolb of Utica, in the opposite of September, 

won the August 18 Syracuse-Minoa Open at the 

Minoa Municipal Building with a perfect 4-0 score.  

Jeffrey LaComb and Anthony Benenati tied for 

second with 3-1 scores.  LaComb beat Benenati in 

the first round, and then Kolb beat LaComb in the 

third round.  The highest-rated player in the 

tournament, David Kistler of Watertown, was fourth 

with a 2-2 score.  Joe Ball directed. 

 

Luuk Van Kooten, a FIDE Master from the 

Netherlands currently attending college in Upstate 

New York, won the eight-player Syracuse-Minoa 

Open held on July 21 with a pefect 4-0 score.  

David Kolb was clear second with a 3-1 score, 

losing only to the internationally titled player in the 

second round.  Jeffrey LaComb, John Cardinale and 

Anthony Benenati tied for third with two points.  

Joe Ball directed. 

 

Van Kooten not only won in Syracuse, but went the 

next day in Binghamton for the Binghamton 

Monthly Tournament on July 22 and won that event.  

Unlike the Syracuse tournament, he was nicked for 

a draw in the second round by veteran Pennsylvania 

Expert Antonio Scalzo for a final score of 3 ½ 

points.  Scalzo and Binghamton Expert Ed Kelley 

tied for second with 2 ½ points.  All eight Open 

section players were rated at least 1900. 

 

Steve Cashman and tournament director John 

Cordisco tied for first in the Reserve section with 3-

1 scores.  Robert McGuinness of Pennsylvania was 

clear third with 2-2 in the event at Cordisco's Chess 

Center. 

 

Eight is seemingly the magic number for a lot of 

Central New York summer tournaments.  The 

Watertown Chess Club's 2012 Summer tournament 

had eight players for a seven-round round-robin 

tournament.  David Kistler, an Expert and club 

champion, swept the field with a perfect 7-0 score.   

Adolfo Prieto, a class A player, was clear second 

with five points, losing to Kistler and yielding 

draws to tournament director Don Klug and Joshua 

Kelsey.  Klug was clear third with 4 ½ points, and 

Robert Kratzat was clear fourth with a 4-3 score.  

Klug directed for the Watertown Chess Club. 

 

David Kistler was also the winner of the Watertown 

Chess Club Quick July Surprise tournament, played 

at a game/20 time control.  Kistler went 2 1/2-1/2 in 

the event, drawing Adolfo Prieto in the second 

round of the six-player, three-round event.  Robert 

Kratzat was clear third with two points.  Don Klug 

directed. 

 

Buffalo/Rochester News (continued) 

The August 18 Saturday rating tournament was won 

by FM Igor Nikolayev with a perfect 3-0 score to 

bring his rating to 2390.  Nikolayev has only been 

to 2400 once in recent months, but has been in a 

narrow range between 2350 and 2390.  In Upstate 

New York, it's easy for Masters to lose points, and 

hard to gain them.  Consistency is a virtue. 

 

NM Evan Rosenberg and FM Isay Golyak tied for 

second with 2 ½ points in the 16-player Open 

section.  There was a logjam for fourth with two 

points with Experts Matt Slomski and Abraham 

Glasser, along with Sherman Cunningham, Douglas 

Spencer and Richard Motroni all tying. 

 

Michael Dunaevsky won the Youth section with 

three points.  Ken McBride directed. 

 

In addition to the weekend tournaments, the 

Rochester Chess Center had weekly rating 

tournaments as part of its summer camp series.  The 

Advanced Camps would have weekly Swiss 

tournaments with a rated game each day. while the 

less advanced groups would have single rated 

games. 

 

The Advanced Camp 3 tournament was won by 

Jason Chen with a perfect 5-0 score, sweeping the 

14-player field by a full point and a half.  Matthew 

Wang and Edwin Rosenberg tied for second with 3 

½ points, drawing each other and losing to Chen.  

Ken McBride ran the event, and worked much of 

the camps, for the Chess Center. 



 20 

A Legend Leaves Us:  
Norma Shelley Passes at 77.  

by Bill Townsend 

 
Norma Shelly, the owner and director of the Studio 

of Bridge and Games in Schenectady died on 

September. 8.  She was 77 years old. 

  

Norma and her late husband Bill opened the Studio 

in June of 1974.  They wanted to mainly run a 

bridge studio, but back then it was hard to get 

people to come play, so they branched out into other 

games, most prominent of which was war games.  

The Council of Five Nations, one of the longest 

running war gaming conventions in America, got its 

start at the Studio. 

  

But of course, the main interest here in 

chess.  The Studio opened in the mid-

seventies at the height of the Fischer 

boom, so running chess tournaments 

was a natural idea.  Norma’s husband 

suggested that she should be the chess director, 

since it would attract more women to the game.  

She passed the directors exam and began running 

tournaments.  Alas, the idea of attracting women to 

chess never quite panned out, very few women play 

in this area, but Norma ran a chess tournament 

nearly every month for over 34 years. 

  

“Norma’s First Swiss" was held on September 27 

and 28, 1975.  When I went to look up the exact 

date of the event I was astonished to discover that I 

had actually played in it, way back when I was in 

high school.  Her last event was the Quad held in 

November of 2009.  Between those two events I 

would estimate that Norma ran over 300 

tournaments in this area, a record that will probably 

never be matched, let alone beaten. To give you an 

idea: I’m probably a distant second to Norma, but 

I’ve only run about 125 tournaments in 25 years. 

  

I don’t think I can overstate the importance of these 

regular tournaments.  At a couple times during their 

history they were practically the only non-club 

over-the-board chess being played in this area.  

When the light of chess in this area was in danger of 

going out, the Studio quads kept it going.  Of course 

the Quads weren’t the only chess events held at the 

studio: for example in 2002 when former U.S. 

Champion Joel Benjamin held the first grandmaster 

simul in Schenectady in half a century, it was held 

at the Studio.  Also some years before a scholastic 

match between New York and Montreal was held at 

the Studio. 

  

What’s odd about all this is that Norma wasn’t 

really a chessplayer herself – she knew the rules and 

how the pieces moved, and that’s about it.  

However, in bridge she was a Life Master (the most 

prestigious title conferred by the American Contract 

Bridge League) and had enough points to get the 

title several times over.  Nevertheless Norma was a 

gracious hostess for all these chess events, and 

everybody felt welcome there. 

  

Over the years I’ve had several long conversations 

with Norma and what always struck me about her 

was what a good attitude she had and how 

interested she was in other people.  She was just a 

sweet lady.  She had an easy-going wisdom and a 

good sense of what was truly important.  The point 

of all the games played at the Studio is not really 

winning or losing, or rating points or titles gained.  

It was about community and bringing people 

together to enjoy their hobbies. 

  

Norma also had a tender regard for animals, 

especially dogs.  There were always a couple dogs 

peacefully hanging out in the Studio’s front room, 

and Norma was on the committee for the Central 

Park Dog Park in Schenectady.     

  

Even though Norma herself is irreplaceable, her 

legacy lives on - it appears that the Studio will 

continue.  In fact there is a chess tournament being 

held there today at this writing. 

        

There is a nice interview with Norma from a couple 

of years ago, conducted by Phil Ferguson, on the 

ENYCA website (www.enyca.org).   

 

Norma was laid to rest at New Comer Cannon 

Funeral Home in Colonie.  A long-time animal 

lover, she was a member of the committee for the 

Central Park Dog Park in Schenectady, she 

requested that memorial contributions be made to 

Schenectady County’s Animal Protective 

Foundation, 53 Maple Avenue, Scotia, NY 12302 in 

her memory.  She had two children, a step-daugther, 

and three grandchildren. 

 

 
 

http://www.enyca.org/
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Summer is as busy as any other season at the 

Marshall Chess Club, where the best in chess in 

America and the world cross paths. 

 

One new initiative at the Marshall is their Super 

Grand Prix series on Thursday nights.  The Super 

Grand Prix  

series offers unusual prizes, and combines four 

rated games at a game/30 time control with trivia 

and other opportunties to win.  The 13-player 

September 20 edition was won by GM Mikheil 

Kekelidze with 3 ½ points./  Kekelidze drew GM 

Giorgi Kacheishvili in the third round.  Kacheishvili 

and expert Tyrell Harriott tied for second with 3-1 

scores.  Kacheishvili was undefeated, also drawing 

GM Tamaz Gelashvili in the last round.  Jermaine 

Reid directed for the Marshall. 

 

The Marshall continues their popular monthly 

Marshall Masters series on September 18 with a 24-

player event at the world famous club.   The 

tournament was won by GM's Tamaz Gelashvili and 

Mikheil Kekelidze, both scoring 3 ½ points.  Both 

players drew fellow GM Giorgi Kacheishvili.  

Kacheishvili, GM Michael Rohde, Florida FM 

Carlos Mena and Texas FM Rawle Allicock all tied 

for third with 3-1 scores.  Only Kacheishvili was 

undefeated.  Rochelle Ballantye won the class prize 

with 2 ½ points despite being the lowest-rated 

player in the tournament at the beginning.  Gregory 

Keener, Jr., directed for the Marshall. 

 

The August edition of the Marshall Masters drew 25 

players on August 21, and was won by GM Mikheil 

Kekelidze with 3 ½ points.  Kekelidze yielded a 

third-round draw to fellow GM Tamaz Gelashvili, 

but his three other wins were sufficient to win the 

tournament.  Gelashvili, GM Michael Rohde, IM's 

Justin Sarkar, Jay Bonin and Alan Stein tied for 

second with 3-1 scored.    The GM's and Sarkar 

were undefeated.   Gregory Keener, Jr. directed for 

the Marshall. 

 

The Marshall hosted the 2012 New York State 

Senior Championship, one of NYSCA's annual 

championship events.  This year's Senior Champion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

is IM Ilye Figler, who won the 12-player event with  

3 ½ points.  Having draw odds against New York 

State Hall of Famer IM Jay Bonin in the last round, 

Figler got the half-point he needed to secure first 

place and the title.   

 

IM Bonin and Edward Kopiecki tied for second 

with three points.  Bonin was undefeated, while 

Kopiecki lost to Figler in round two.  GM Michael 

Rohde was clear fourth with 2 ½ points.  Gregory 

Keener directed for the Marshall, and NYSCA Hall 

of Famer Ed Frumkin organized the tournament on 

behalf of NYSCA. 

 

The Marshall's FIDE Mondays provide an 

opportunity for players to obtain FIDE ratings in a 

six-round tournament with one game a night.  The 

Summer FIDE Mondays, contested at the Marshall 

from July 23 to August 27. 

 

IM Jay Bonin won the tournament with 5 ½ points 

in the six rounds, and in typical Bonin style, he 

played all the games.  His only draw was in the fifth 

round to NM Richard Tuhrim.  Tuhrim was clear 

second in the 42-player tournament with an 

undefeated five points, which included one half-

point bye.  FM Rawle Allicock was clear third with 

4 ½ points, and three players tied for fourth with 4-2 

scores:  NM Alexander King, NM Juan Sena and 

Kadhir Pillai.  The tournament was directed by 

Marshall Manager Dr. Marcus Fenner. 

 

The July 17 edition of the Marshall Masters was 

won by GM Tamaz Gelashvili and IM Colomban 

Vitoux, both scoring 3 ½ points in the 23-player 

tournament.  Vitoux had a half-point bye, so the two 

top players didn't face each other.   

 

Belarus GM Sergei Azarov (2706!) led a contingent 

of four players with three points that also included 

GM Mikheil Kekelidze, SM Matthew Herman and 

NM Michael Thaler. Kekedilze was upset by FM 

Kassa Korley, who crossed the 2400 barrier for the 

first time in this tournament.  Korley and GM 

Michael Rohde tied for eighth with 2 ½ points, both 

losing to Vitoux. 

 

James Frawley directed this event for the Marshall.  

News from the Marshall  by Frank Romano 
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Capital Region 

News    

by Bill Townsend 

  

Summer is usually a quiet time for chess in the 

Capital District, but for some reason this summer 

had a wide variety of chess stories, not all of them 

happy ones. 

  

On July 27 area player Rhonda Phillips passed away 

after a short illness.  She was the wife of current 

Schenectady chess champion John Phillips, and was 

a chessplayer in her own right, occasionally playing 

in tournaments with her husband.  She was a 

member of one of the Schenectady teams at the U.S. 

Amateur Team East in New Jersey in 2011. 

  

The Capital District has surprisingly few active 

female chessplayers, and Rhonda was always a 

cheerful presence at the tournaments she played in.  

She will be missed. 

  

Here is one of her games, a tactical firefight, from a 

Studio Quad played in January 2009. 

  

Rhonda Phillips (868)-Max Kuperman (1070) - 

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Bb4 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.Bc4 Nf6 5.0-0 

Bxc3 6.bxc3 0-0 7.Re1 a6 8.d4 d6 9.Bg5 h6 

10.Bh4 Bg4 11.Rb1 b5 12.Be2 g5 13.Nxg5!?  
I'm not sure if this sacrifice is correct, but it 

definitely gives White a lot of play. 

13...hxg5 14.Bxg5 Bxe2 15.Qxe2 exd4 16.Qf3 Kg7 

17.Rbd1  
17.Qg3 Nh5 18.Qg4 Nf6 19.Qg3 with a draw. 

17...Ne5 18.Qh3 Rh8 19.Qg3 Neg4?  
The losing move - Black is starting to untangle 

himself after  

19...Qg8. 20.cxd4 
20.Bxf6+ wins a piece but the text works too. 

20...Rxh2?! 21.e5! Qh8? 22.Bxf6+ Kg6 23.Qxg4+ 

1-0 Black will be mated in a few moves so he gives 

up. 

 

Probably the last time local players saw the 

redoubtable Norma Shelly was at the second 

Schenectady Open was held on June 24 at the 

Studio of Bridge and Games. Norma was there, but 

Steve Immitt of Continental Chess was directing. 

Overall 42 people played in the three sections, 

making this probably the major event of the 

summer, except for the state championship.  This is 

the third tournament that the Continental Chess 

Association has run at the Studio, formerly the site 

of monthly tournaments for over 30 years.  The 

first, held in June of last year had 45 players, while 

the Capital Region Open, held in November, had 35 

players. 

  

The other thing that all three of these tournaments 

have in common is that they were all won by the 

same player.  Former Schenectady champion and 

new National Master Patrick Chi scored 3½-½ to 

take the Open section by a half point.  He gave up 

one draw in the final round to Massachusetts player 

Bob Campbell – in the other two tournaments 

Patrick had perfect 4-0 scores. 

  

Tied for second with 3-1 were Campbell, David 

Finnerman and Koushik Pernati.  Both Finnerman 

and Pernati scored upset wins in the final round 

with Finnerman beating Albany champion Dean 

Howard and Pernati victorious over Troy player 

Phil Thomas. 

  

Albany club member Jason Denham was the clear 

winner of the Under-1600 section with a perfect 4-0 

score.  Tied for second with 3-1 were: Walter 

Snyder, Jonathan D’Alonzo and Nicholas 

Moscatello.   

 

There were a number of regulars of the Make the 

Right Move free scholastic tournaments playing 

here, and the MTRM player of the year, Sandeep 

Alampalli, won the Under-1000 section with a 

perfect 4-0 score.  Paul Salow was clear second 

with 3-1.   

 

Martha Samadashvili, Alexander Ruzbacki, 

Christina Gay and Jovanna D’Alonzo.  Among 

those Maghal Jani was the top unrated player, 

Martha Samadashvili was top player under 800 and 

Christina Gay was best under 600. 

 

Here is the last round game that decided the 

tournament, between the Open section’s only two 

undefeated players.  The game went right from the 

opening unto the ending with neither player having 

much of an advantage. 

 

Patrick Chi(2191)-Bob Campbell(2015): Queen's 

Gambit Declined 1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.Nf3 

Nf6 5.e3 Nbd7 6.Bd3 dxc4 7.Bxc4 b5 8.Bd3 a6 

9.e4 c5 10.e5 cxd4 11.Nxb5 Nxe5 12.Nxe5 axb5 
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13.Bxb5+ Bd7 14.Bxd7+ Nxd7 15.Nxd7 Bb4+ 

16.Bd2 Qa5 17.Bxb4 Qxb4+ 18.Qd2 Qxd2+ 

19.Kxd2 Kxd7  
Not even at move 20 and we already have an 

endgame.  Most of this was well-known opening 

theory and the players reached this position very 

quickly. 

20.a3 Rhc8 21.Rhc1 e5 22.Rxc8 Rxc8 23.b4 Rc3 

24.b5 Rb3 25.a4 Kc7  
25...Rb2+! 26.Kd3 Rxf2 27.a5 with play similar to 

the game. 

26.Rc1+ Kb7 27.Rc5 f6 28.a5 Rb2+ 29.Kd3!  
Letting black take the f-pawn is clearly better, but 

risky. 

29...Rxf2 30.b6! Ra2 31.Rc7+ Kb8 32.Ra7 Rxg2 

33.a6 Rb2 34.Rb7+ Ka8 35.Ra7+ Kb8 36.Rb7+ 

Ka8  
Black offered a draw - he can't escape the checks: 

36...Kc8? 37.Rc7+ Kd8 38.Rc6 and White wins. 

37.Kc4 Rb1 38.Kc5 Rc1+ 39.Kb5 Rb1+ 40.Kc6 

Rc1+ 41.Kd7  
Here I thought White might be winning after 

42.Rc7, but Black has seen farther. 

41...d3! 42.Rc7 d2! 43.Ra7+  
Here the players agreed to a draw. If White tries to 

win with 43.Rc8+ he loses 43...Rxc8 44.Kxc8 d1Q 

45.b7+ Ka7 46.b8Q+ and Black will win. 

          

The Schenectady Geezers managed to win their 

final match with defending champions Schenectady 

A to win the championship for the first time in the 

22-year history of the league.  Not only that, this is 

the first time that the winner wasn’t the “A” team 

from either Albany, Schenectady or Saratoga. 

 

The Geezers played their penultimate match in 

Schenectady on May 24 when they faced the Uncle 

Sam Chess Club. The Troy team had been putting 

up a strong fight all year, but here they were 

overwhelmed 3-1.  The only bright spot for Troy 

was Phil Thomas defeating Schenectady champion 

John Phillips on board one.  Both Thomas and 

Phillips were previously undefeated, so this put 

Thomas in a good position for the Most Valuable 

Player trophy. Here are the final standings for the 

2012 Capital District Chess League.   

Appropriately enough, Mike Mockler, who played 

board three or four for the Geezers, was this year’s 

Most Valuable player.  He scored 4½-½, ahead of 

everyone else by a full point.  There were a lot of 

players in second place with 3½-1½: Phil Thomas 

(Uncle Sam), John Phillips (Schenectady Geezers), 

Jon Leisner (Schenectady Geezers), Philip Sells 

(Schenectady A), Peter Henner (Albany) and 

Gordon Magat (Albany). 

 

The first number after the team name is number of 

match points, the second is number of individual 

games won. 

1. Schenectady Geezers, 4, 13.5 

2. Schenectady A, 3½, 12 

3. Albany, 3, 12.5 

4. RPI, 2½, 10 

5. Capital Region 1½, 6 

6. Uncle Sam, ½, 6 

 

Here is the game that essentially decided this year’s 

Capital District League, between last year’s 

Schenectady Chess Club champion, Patrick Chi, 

and this year’s champion, John Phillips. 

  

The game went into well-known territory for both 

players, following opening theory until move 17. 

Earlier Chi had made a decision that game him a 

weakness on e6, but when he defended it 

improperly white got close to a winning game and it 

was all downhill from there. 

 

John Phillips (1948) – Patrick Chi (2180) [D19] 

Capital District League  QGD 

Schenectady Geezers vs. Schenectady A, board 1 

Niskayuna, NY, May 31, 2012 
 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 dxc4 5.a4 Bf5 

6.e3 e6 7.Bxc4 Bb4 8.0–0 0–0 9.Qe2 Nbd7 10.e4  
The players are basically following the main line 

here which has been played thousands of times 

before.  Unsurprisingly White's results have been 

good here, considering his command of the center. 

10...Bg6 11.Bd3 Bh5 12.e5 Nd5 13.Ne4  
The first deviation from the most popular moves in 

this variation. White has done better with  13.Nxd5. 

13...Be7  
It looks like the best way to take advantage of 

White's small lapse is to hit the head of his pawn 

chain with 13...f6! 

14.Ng3 Bg6 15.Bxg6 fxg6!?  
It's standard for players to take towards the center 

in a situation like this to avoid breaking up their 

pawns. However, this seems slightly better for Black 

than 15...hxg6 16.Ne4 Qc7 17.a5 with a small 

advantage to White. 

16.Ne4  
Most common, but White has done much better with 

16.a5. 

16...h6 17.Ne1 g5?!  
This makes the game unique, and not for a good 

reason.  The move in itself isn't bad but it ignores 
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the weakness of e6, something that white is going to 

immediately jump on. Instead the game Orsag-

Meduna, Prague 1995 continued: 17...Rf7 18.a5 (If 

white plays 18.Qg4 then 18...Nf8 covers everything) 

18...a6 19.Nd3 Nf8 20.Rd1 g5 21.g3 Nd7 22.Qg4 

and White has a decent advantage, but he later 

erred and lost. 

18.Qg4!  
Now Black is in trouble. 

18...Nf4?!  
This seems like a feeble defense, just giving up the 

e-pawn.  Better is 18...Nc7 but white is still 

significantly better after 19.a5 Qe8 20.Nd3. 

19.Bxf4 Rxf4 20.Qxe6+ Kh8 21.f3! Nb6?!  
Black's position is quickly becoming critical.  It 

seems better to chase out the White Queen with 

21...Nf8. 22.Nc2 g4!?  

Black realizes he is close to losing, so he tries to stir 

things up.  More sensible is 22...Nd5. 

23.a5! gxf3?  
This is going to cost Black material.  He had to play 

23...Nd5. 

24.axb6 Rxe4 25.Rxf3 Re2 26.Qc4 Rxc2  
The rook has no way out, so Black has to give up 

the exchange.  White is winning.  

27.Qxc2 Qxd4+ 28.Kh1 Qxe5 29.Qc3 Qxc3 

30.bxc3 Around this point I got up from my game, 

which wasn't going well, and with some alarm saw 

that Patrick was losing. 

30...a5 31.Rf7!  
A simple, obvious move, but if White doesn't play it, 

Black may well survive: 31.Rf5 Ra6 32.Rfxa5 Rxb6 

with a rather small advantage to White. 

31...Bf6 32.Rxb7 Bxc3 33.Rb1 Bb4 34.Rc7 Rb8 

35.b7 Kh7  
There's nothing that can be done.  Black is hoping 

for a miracle here. 

36.Rd1 a4 37.Rdd7 a3 38.Rxc6 Re8 39.g3 a2 

40.Ra6 1-0  
Black is going to lose his a-pawn so there is no 

point in playing on. 

  

The 2011-12 season of the Make the Right Move 

tournaments wrapped up with a picnic at the 

Christian Brothers Academy on June 20. 

  

Top player of the year was Sandeep Alampalli from 

Albany Academy with 34 points.  This is the second 

year that Sandeep has been top player, and he is first 

player to do so in the seven-year history of the 

organization.  Ben Nolan was second with 31 points 

while brothers Joseph and Jonathan D’Alonzo were 

third and fourth with 30½.  Abhinev Gudpati was 

fifth with 30 points. 

  

Speaking of the D’Alonzos, top coaches of 2011-12 

were John and Vanessa D’Alonzo from Saratoga.  

The strong showing of their children, Jonathan, 

Joseph and Jovanna, are one big reason that 

Saratoga made such a strong showing this year. 

  

Top team this year was last year’s defending 

champion, the East Greenbush Chess Club with 150 

points.  This was hardly a surprise since they have 

won the majority of the tournaments this year.  The 

Saratoga Travel Team was second with 120½ points 

– they made a run at the top spot late in the school 

year, but East Greenbush had built up too much of a 

lead.  Rensselaer Boys & Girls Club was third with 

97½ points while Albany Academy was fourth with 

76 points. 

 

Here is an exciting game from the last round of the 

last MTRM tournament. Zach Calderon plays a 

speculative gambit against Phil Thomas, the first 

board of the Uncle Sam Club.  This is definitely a 

nervy choice against a player rated more than 250 

rating points above him, but both players seemed to 

know it well, playing opening theory until move 14.  

The advantage swings wildly from side to side here, 

with a draw finally being agreed when time grew 

short.  With more time Zach might have been able 

to win his pawn-up ending, but sometimes half a 

loaf is better than none. 

 

Zachary Calderon (1680) – Phil Thomas (1947) 

[C13] Alekhine-Albin-Chatard Attack. 

Make the Right Move #65, round 4 

Menands, NY, June 9, 2012 
 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e5 Nfd7 

6.h4!?  
This offer of a pawn is called the Alekhine-Albin-

Chatard Attack.  White gets significant pressure for 

his pawn, so much so that Black frequently declines 

the gambit.  When I saw Zach play this I knew this 

was going to be a lively game. 

6...Bxg5 7.hxg5 Qxg5 8.Nh3 Qe7 9.Qg4 g6 10.Nf4 

Nc6 11.0–0–0 Nb6!? 12.Bb5 Bd7 13.Bxc6  
Generally, it's a bad idea for White to give up this 

Bishop without a good reason, but White's results 

with this move have been good. Still, I would prefer 

the main line move 13.Rh6. 

13...Bxc6 14.Rh6 Nc4  
The first original move.  Previously seen here was 

14...0–0–0 and now the game Lanc-Kokkila, 

Bratislava 1996 continued: 15.Rdh1 Nc4 16.Nd3 f6 

17.exf6 Qxf6 18.Rxh7 Rxh7 19.Rxh7 Bd7 20.b3 Nd6 
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21.Ne5 with advantage to White, who later went on 

to win.  

15.Rd3?!  
A somewhat nonsensical move since the Rook 

probably belongs on h1.  Far better is 15.Nd3 

redeploying the Knight and preventing Black's next 

move. 

15...Qb4! 16.Nd1  
White's attack has stalled, and he has to start 

defending.  I would say Black has equalized here. 

16...0–0–0 17.c3 Qe7 18.Rf3 Bd7 19.Nh3 c5!?  
Black wants to move the focus from the Kingside, 

but opening lines on the Queenside exposes his own 

King. 20.Rf6 Rdf8 21.Ne3 Kb8?! 22.Nxc4 dxc4 

23.dxc5 Losing focus.  After 23.Ng5 White has a big 

advantage. 

23...Qxc5 24.Qf4 Bc6 25.g3?  
This should have been a fatal mistake.  White is still 

on top after 25.Ng5. 

25...Qd5  
White suddenly has King problems.  25...Qd5 is a 

good move, but Black had better:  25...Rd8! and he 

is winning 26.Rxf7?? (26.Ng5 is better, but White is 

still lost after 26...Ba4) 26...Qd5 and White will 

have to give up material to avoid being mated. 

26.Qd4 Qh1+ 27.Qd1 Qe4 28.Qd4 Qe1+ 29.Qd1 

Qxe5 30.Qd4 Qb5?!  
Black is just winning after 30...Qc7 31.Ng5 Rd8. 

31.Qd6+ Ka8?  
Throws away the win.  White doesn't have a follow-

up after 31...Kc8. 

32.Rxh7 a6 33.Rfxf7 Rd8 34.Rxh8 Rxh8 35.Rf8+ 

Rxf8 36.Qxf8+ Ka7  
After this general exchange the game is close to 

even again. 

37.Qd6 Qf5 38.Nf4 g5 39.Qxe6 Qf8?  
Lets White back in again.  Black gets his pawn back 

after 39...Qc5 40.Nh3 Bg2. 

40.Qe3+ Ka8 41.Nh3?  
White picks up another pawn with a won game after 

41.Ne6! Qh6 42.Nxg5 Qh1+ 43.Kc2. 

41...g4 42.Nf4 Qh6 43.Qe1 Qg5 44.Qf1 Qc5 

45.Qe1 White is somewhat better here, but 

considering the rating difference and the fact that 

neither player had much time left, a draw is a fair 

result. ½–½ 

 

Usually once the last tournament of the school year 

is played Make the Right Move takes the summer 

off, but this year Brother John tried a little 

experiment, running three Summer Rating 

Improvement tournaments at RPI in Troy. 

  

The first was held June 30 in Alumni Hall on the 

RPI Campus.  For a first-time summer event the 

turnout was fairly strong – twenty players in one 

section. 

  

The clear winner with a perfect 3-0 score was RPI 

student Jeff LaComb, who picked up almost 50 

rating points from the event, defeating Philip Sells 

in round two and Ashok Aaron in round three.  

There was a huge pileup of players tied for second 

place with 2-1: Ashok Aaron, Philip Sells, Brother 

John McManus, Wayne Powers, Phil Thomas, 

Stanley LaComb, Jonathan D’Alonzo, Ken Evans 

and George Ladouceur. 

  

Brother John McManus is a busy guy.  Besides his 

duties as a Catholic Brother he organizes and directs 

the Make the Right Move free scholastic chess 

tournaments, not only here, but down in New York 

City as well.  With a schedule like that he doesn’t 

get much of a chance to actually play chess.  

However, at this tournament there was an odd 

number of players, so Brother John played three 

rounds as a houseman.  He rose to the occasion by 

coming within one move of winning clear second 

place. 

  

In this game, against one of this area’s strongest 

players, Brother John gets a dubious position out of 

the opening, and while he is nearly lost at several 

stages, he keeps the game complicated enough to 

keep his chances alive. Finally he finds an elegant 

sacrifice that forces a draw, only to try too hard to 

win and fall into a mate in one. 

 

John McManus (1599) – Philip Sells (2035) [B56] 

Make the Right Move Rating Improvement #1, 

round 3  Siclian Defense 

Troy, NY, June 30, 2012 
 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 

6.Nb3  
This unusual response immediately puts this game 

in a no-man's-land variation.  Of the 24(!) recorded 

responses to 5...Nc6, the most common by far is 

6.Bg5.  6.Nb3 ranks twelfth , only being seen about 

.3% of the time. 

6...e6 7.Bg5 Be7 8.Bc4  
This makes the game all but unique.  Most often 

seen here is 8.Qd2. 

8...a6 9.0–0 b5 10.Bd3 Bb7 11.Kh1 0–0  
11...b4! looks strong here. 

12.Qd2 b4! 13.Ne2?!  
13.Bxf6 first would have saved the e-pawn, but 

Black is still better. 
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13...Nxe4 14.Bxe4 Bxg5 15.f4 Bf6 16.Bxc6?!  
Leaving Black with the two Bishops on an open 

board can't be a good idea. 

16...Bxc6 17.Qxb4 a5 18.Qc4 Rc8 19.Qd3 Bxb2 

20.Rad1 Qb6!?  
20...Bd5? first would secure the center. 

21.Qxd6?  
This should be a fatal mistake. 

21...Qb7?  
Black has a winning game after 21...Rfd8! 22.Qc5 

(Even worse is 22.Qe7 Rxd1 23.Rxd1 Bf6) 

22...Bxg2+! 23.Kxg2 Rxc5. 

22.Rf2 Qa7  
Right idea, wrong square -  22...Qb6 is better. 

23.Kg1 Bf6 24.Qa3 Bd8?!  
This repositioning gives White a chance to activate 

his Knights.  Stronger was 24...Rfd8. 

25.Nbd4 Be8 26.c3 Bb6 27.Kh1 Bc5 28.Qb3 Rb8 

29.Qc2 Bd7 30.Rf3  
Black is still better, but White's position is not that 

bad, and now he has an attacking idea involving a 

rook lift to the Kingside. 

30...Rfc8 31.Rh3 g6 32.Rg3 a4 33.h4 a3 34.Qd3  
The balance is starting to shift in Black's favor 

again.  It might be better to block the open file with 

34.Nb3. 34...Ba4 35.Rd2 Rb2 36.h5 Rxd2 

37.Qxd2 Qb7 38.hxg6 Qb1+ 39.Kh2 hxg6 

40.Qe3?  
Giving up the a-pawn for nothing looks like a bad 

idea.  More sound seems 40.Rh3. 

40...Qxa2 41.Qe5 Qd5 42.Qf6 Qd8?  
After this, the game should rightfully be a draw.  I 

saw what White was planning, and I didn't see how 

to stop it, but Black has one problem-like move to 

keep his win: 42...Bf8! and now the sacrifice in the 

game won't work: 43.Rxg6+ fxg6 44.Qxg6+ Kh8 

45.Nxe6 Bc2! 46.Qf6+ (46.Qxc2 Qxe6 wins.) 

46...Kg8 and White has no more checks.)  

43.Rxg6+ fxg6 44.Qxg6+ Kh8 45.Nxe6??  
Alas, right on the edge of forcing a draw White falls 

into a mate in one.  A draw, and clear second place, 

would have been his after 45.Qh6+ Kg8 46.Qg6+, 

etc. 45...Qh4, mate 0–1 
 
The second Make the Right Move Rating 

Improvement tournament of the summer was held 

July 21.  Overall  25 players competed in the two 

sections, again a fine turnout for a summer 

tournament.  Winning the open section with a 

perfect 3-0 score was Deepak Aaron, the area’s 

highest rated player.  This is probably going to be 

one of Deepak’s last local tournament appearances 

for a while: in a couple weeks he is going away to 

college at Georgia Tech. Tied for second with 2-1 

were: Philip Sells, Phil Thomas and Koushik 

Pernati.   

  

In the Reserve section Nigel Galia was clear first 

with a perfect 3-0 record.  The estimate is that this 

great result could cause his rating to vault from 

1140 to 1280.  Tied for second place with 2½-½ 

were Joseph D’Alonzo and Sumanth Gajjala.  The 

two players drew each other in the final round.  Tied 

for fourth with 2-1 were Jonathan D’Alonzo and 

Matthew Sherlock.  Tied for sixth place with 1½-1½ 

were Michael Cheng and Jovanna D’Alonzo.  Yes, 

the talented D’Alonzo children were half of the top 

six in this section.   

 

I’d like to thank Peter Henner and especially 

Brother John McManus for giving me games from 

the event. 

 

Peter Henner (1878) – Deepak Aaron (2370) 

[A07] 

Make the Right Move Rating Improvement #2, 

round 2  King's Indian Attack 

Troy, NY, July 21, 2012 
 

1.Nf3 d5 2.g3 Nf6 3.d3 c6 4.Bg2 Nbd7 5.Nbd2 g6 

6.e4 dxe4 7.Nxe4 Bg7 8.0–0 0–0 9.Re1 Qb6 10.c3 

Rd8 11.Qc2 c5 12.Be3  
To be considered is 12.Nxf6+ because Black has to 

recapture with the awkward 12...Bxf6. 

12...Nd5 13.Bd2 a5 14.Rad1 h6 15.Bc1  
Neither player is being terribly aggressive - I would 

say that Back has equalized here. 

15...Qc7 16.d4 c4  
I wouldn't exactly call this a mistake, but Whte gets 

a lot of play against this pawn. 

17.Qa4 e6 18.Bf1 N7b6 19.Qc2 Nd7 20.Qa4 

N5b6?! Obviously Back doesn't want a draw by 

repetition, but this gives Whie an opportunity.  

21.Qc2?!  
Instead of this passive move White had 21.Qb5! and 

suddenly it's tough to find good moves for Black.  

His best seems to be 21...Qc6 22.Qxc6 bxc6 23.Nd6 

with clear advantage to White. 

21...Qc6 22.Qe2 Re8 23.Nfd2?!  
White misses another sharp move: 23.Ne5! Nxe5 

24.dxe5 Bxe5 25.Bg2 Nd5 26.Bxh6 and white looks 

close to winning. 

23...f5 24.Nc5 Nxc5 25.dxc5 Qxc5 26.Nxc4 Nxc4 

27.Qxc4 Qxc4 28.Bxc4  
This mass exchange of pieces has eased Black's 

game somewhat, but White is still on top. 

28...Kf7 29.Bf4 g5 30.Bc7 Bf6 31.Bb5 Rg8 32.Bd7 

32.a4 preventing Black's next move looks stronger. 
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32...a4 33.Bxc8?! Raxc8?!  
Strangely, this is the wrong Rook.  Black is still 

surviving after 33...Rgxc8 34.Rd7+ Ke8 35.Rh7 Ra6 

36.a3 h5. 

34.Rd7+ Kg6 35.Rxe6  
White is now a solid pawn up and seems to have 

every chance of winning. 

35...Rge8 36.Rxe8?!  
Better was 36.Rb6.  

36...Rxe8 37.Rd6 Rf8 38.Bd8??  
Probably in terrible time trouble, White blunders a 

piece.  White still has the whip hand after a move 

like 38.Rb6. 

38...Rxd8 0–1 
 

The third and final Make the Right Move Rating 

Improvement event of the summer was held on 

August 11.  Sixteen players competed in the two 

sections, making it the smallest turnout of the three 

events, but it’s still a pretty good showing for a 

summer tournament. 

  

Empire Chess columnist Zachary Calderon was the 

surprise winner of the Open section with 2½ points.  

Pre-tournament favorite Phil Thomas was upset by 

RPI student Brian Furtado in round two, and 

Calderon beat Furtado in the final round.  Furtado 

and Thomas tied for second place with 2-1.   

 

In the Reserve section Jonathan and Jovanna 

D’Alonzo tied for first place, with Jonathan 

nominally first on tiebreaks.  The siblings were the 

only players with perfect scores at the end of round 

two, then agreed to a one-move draw in round three 

to finish with 2½-½.  Martha Samadashvili and 

Joseph D’Alonzo tied for third with 1½-1½. 

        

All the tournaments were organized and directed by 

Brother John McManus for the Make the Right 

Move Chess Foundation. 

  

It’s an annual tradition in Schenectady - all summer 

long there are “Chess In The City" meetings on 

Monday around noon under the marquee at 

Proctor’s Theater. It’s also been a tradition for the 

last several years to close out the summer with a big 

blitz tournament. This year it was held a little earlier 

– on August 13 – as a sort of send-off party for 

scholastic champion Deepak Aaron, who was 

leaving for college at Georgia Tech that very day. 

Last year’s tournament was cancelled because it had 

the bad luck to be scheduled the day after Hurricane 

Irene hit. 

 

First there was a simultaneous where all comers 

played Deepak, but due to the early start time of 

9:30 a.m. there were only nine players and in 

typical fashion Deepak won all the games without 

much trouble.   

 

A sample game - Joe Hardy-Deepak Aaron: 1. e4 

e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Ba4 Nf6 5. O-O b5 6. 

Bb3 Bc5 7. c3 d6 8. d4 Bb6 9. Bg5 h6 10. Bxf6 

Qxf6 11. Bd5 Bd7 12. Qd3 Rb8 13. a4 exd4 14. 

axb5 axb5 15. Bxc6 Bxc6 16. cxd4 O-O 17. b4 

Qg6 18. Nc3  
So far White has been holding his own, but now he 

starts to slip.  The position is close to even after 18. 

d5. 18... f5! 19. Nh4 Qg5 20. Nxf5 Rxf5 21. exf5??  

White misses a mate in one, but Black is much 

better after 21. d5 Rxf2.  

21... Qxg2, mate. 
  

After this the traditional blitz tourney was held. 

Blitz sort of combines chess and aerobics: each 

player has just five minutes to complete all their 

moves with no time delay. The fact that a 

tournament held on a Monday morning had 28 

people playing was nothing short of miraculous. 

        

To absolutely nobody’s surprise, Deepak won the 

tournament with a perfect 5-0 score.  Bobby Rotter 

and Phil Thomas tied for second with 4-1.  George 

Ladouceur and this columnist tied for fourth place 

with 3½-1½.  There were seven players tied for 

sixth place with 3-2: Caleb Lambert, Zubin 

Mukerjee, Carl Adamec, Adrian Galia, Ben Rouse, 

Jason Cusano and James LeDuc.   

        

Brother John McManus and his helpers ran the 

event, with Ashok Aaron being the main organizer.  

The tournament was run under the auspices of the 

City Mission and Proctors Theater who generously 

funded it. Local video chronicler Gregg Millett 

produced a half hour video about the event for the 

public access show “Near & Far."  You can find the 

video on YouTube – a search for “Chess In The 

City" should bring it pretty close to the top.  

 

Deepak had a very busy chess summer. Just before 

he played in the Proctors events he had returned 

from Vancouver, WA where he had played in the 

U.S. Open and the Denker Tournament of High 

School Champions.  In both these events, Deepak 

did a little better than his rating would indicate, at 

the Denker he scored an undefeated 4½-1½ to tie 

for third and in the U.S. Open tied for ninth with 7-

2, splitting Top Under 2400 prize money. 
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New York State Chess Association Annual Meeting 

September 2, 2012 –  9:00 a.m., Albany Marriott 
 

Present:   President Bill Goichberg, Brenda Goichberg, Karl Heck, Edward Frumkin, Ron   

  Lohrman, Robert Currie, Harold Stenzel, Carl Adamec, Bill Townsend, Steve Immitt,   

  Lenny Chipkin, David Worl, Dan Stuhlehier, Matt Slomski, Joe Felber, Ken Evans 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Karl Heck gave the Treasurer's Report, which for the second straight year showed a slight surplus for NYSCA.  The 

Treasurer's Report is attached to the minutes, and it was noted that both revenues and expenditures are lower than 

they were a decade ago. 

 

Bill Goichberg made a motion to the meeting to expand the options available for organizers running NYSCA 

events.  His motion was to allow organizers to host state events by offering significant discounts for entry at the 

state events and other events that they run in New York State.  Mr. Goichberg noted that the State Championship has 

been operating at a loss since memberships were included in the entry fee, and that the Continental Chess 

Association has been providing most of the funding for NYSCA.  The State Scholastics will not be affected by this 

change, and the $6 per player fee will remain for 2013 and beyond unless changed by the meeting. 

 

Along with the tournament finances, one goal of the change is to incentivize players to become members.  Getting a 

$7 discount at two or more CCA players (with the goal of eventually expanding the discounts to other organizers) 

would more than pay for the membership cost, though it was noted that the change may result in an initial decline in 

revenue as memberships sell more gradually at first.  The increased promotion and marketing may eventually result 

in revenue increases as the membership base grows.  The Chess Center of New York also said they would offer a 

discount at their events, and Karl Heck said it would be promoted in Empire Chess and on the website. 

 

The change will require a more effective way to disseminate the membership list, either by having it on the website 

or having the ability to e-mail it in real time to organizers on a spreadsheet.  CCA has a shopping cart function on its 

website to which it can add the NYSCA memberships, and the possibility of having one on the NYSCA website will 

be explored as well.  Karl Heck noted that NYSCA does receive requests to pay by credit card, and having a vendor 

that would accept small-batch credit card vendors will be explored as well. 

 

The motion to expand the organizer option passed 12-1, with Carl Adamec dissenting. 

 

Carl Adamec said he would explore the possibility of having a New York State Correspondence Championship that 

is Internet-based as a new activity. 

 

The budget was amended to reflect the possibility of supporting a person to the new All Girls' National, so the High 

School Championship expenses were boosted to $600 to allow for that possibility.  There was a significant 

discussion around getting our representatives to commit and actually attend the Denker Tournament of High School 

Champions, as NYSCA literally found a replacement (Lilla Poteat) for our representative on 24 hours notice.  A 

process was developed where the list of alternates would be created, and the winner would be given the terms along 

with 30 days to sign a statement of intent for the tournament.  If they were not available, it would move to the next 

alternate and so on.  The goal is not to create a legally-binding document, but to make the tournament attendance an 

honor that participants will want to make an effort to attend.   Karl suggested having the stipend awardees have an 

article in Empire Chess as part of the agreement, and the meeting decided a draft agreement would be drawn up and 

reviewed by the Executive Committee. 

 

Bill reported that USCF has once again changed its methods for nominating Delegates and their duties.  Delegates 

are no longer required to pre-register with the National Office, and continue to approve the budget and other major 

actions of the Federation.  The Executive Board, though, is now the official operating entity of USCF, and not the 

delegates.  The 2013 US Open, and therefore the Annual Meeting, will be in Madison, Wisconsin, and the meeting 
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asked people if they would be likely to attend.  The meeting decided to appoint Steve Immitt, Polly Wright, Ed 

Frumkin, Joe Felber, Phyllis Benjamin, Sunil Weeramantry, and Carol Jarecki as the downstate Delegates, and Karl 

Heck, Shelby Lohrman and Brenda Goichberg as the upstate Delegates. 

 

Lenny Chipkin and Karl Heck will be inducted into the New York State Chess Hall of Fame tonight before the 

fourth round.  Karl said he would receive any nominations. 

 

The US Senior and US Junior Open will be held in Tarrytown in 2013, and be the first USCF National Tournaments 

held in New York in a decade.  Beatriz Marinello is the organizer, and NYSCA is very supportive of seeing US 

National Chess return to the Empire State. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
 

New York State Chess Association, Inc. 
2011-2012 Treasurer’s Report and Adopted Budget 

 

Expense Category   2011-12 Actual  2012-13 

Editor Salary    $1,800  $1,800  $1,800 

Magazine Contributors  $  750  $   480  $   750 

Printing/Mailing Magazine  $2,000  $1,366.85 $1,400 

Plaques    $     75  $   164.45 $    165 

Annual Meeting Expenses  $    75  $     67.10 $     75 

Secretary’s Expenses  $   150  $     96  $    100 

USCF Membership   $     40  $     40  $     40 

HS Championship Expenses $   200  $     400 $    200 

Webmaster    $   800  $    625 $    400 

Total Expenditures   $5,890  $5,119.40 $4,930 

 

Expense Category   2011-12 Actual  2011-12 

Advertising    $    200 $      0  $    200 

Membership/Tournaments  $5,865  $5,275  $5,865 

Interest Income   $       0  $      0  $       0 

Total Revenues   $6,065  $5,275  $6,065 

 

Assets of the New York State Chess Association, Inc. (8/31/12) 

 

Operations Balance   $4,220.04 

Alan Benjamin Builders Fund $2,642.12 

Total Assets 8/31/11   $6,716.56 

Total Assets 8/31/12   $6,872.16 

 

Net Asset Change    $   155.60 
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Upcoming NYSCA-Sponsored and Major Tournaments 

 
Nov. 10   2012 New York State Action Chess Championship 

4-SS in two sections, G-30. Quality Inn Latham, 611 Troy-Schenectady Rd., Latham, NY 12110. (518) 785-

5891.Sections: Open and Scholastic. Open EF: $25 in advance, $35 at site, one $5 discount per player for carpools 

of 3/more, juniors, Quick Chess Championship players or veterans. Scholastic EF: $12 in advance, $20 at site. 

NYSCA membership required and available at site. Registration: by mail or Saturday 9-9:45 a.m. Rounds: 10-

11:15-12:30-1:45. Open Prizes: based on entries. Scholastic prizes: Trophies to top third, minimum of three. 

Minimum 60% of EF.Entries: 518-966-8523, Karl Heck, 5426 Route 67, East Durham, NY 12423, 

sldkth@nyair.net. 

Nov. 10   2012 New York State Quick Chess Championship (QC) 

6-SS in two sections, G-10. Quality Inn Latham, 611 Troy-Schenectady Rd., Latham, NY 12110. (518) 785-

5891.Sections: Open and Scholastic. Open EF: $25 in advance, $35 at site. Scholastic EF: $12 in advance, $20 at 

site. NYSCA membership required and available at site. Registration: by mail or Saturday 3-3:45 p.m. Rounds: 4-

4:20-4:45-5:15-5:45-6:15. Open Prizes: based on entries, minimum of 60% of EF. Scholastic prizes: Trophies to top 

third, minimum of three. Minimum 60% of EF. Entries: 518-966-8523, Karl Heck, 5426 Route 67, East Durham, 

NY 12423, sldkth@nyair.net. 

Mar. 1-3 or 2-3   7th annual Long Island Open   GPP: 60 Enhanced 

5SS, 40/2, SD/1, d5 (2-day option, rds 1-2 G/75, d5). Holiday Inn Long Island - Islip Airport, 3845 Veterans 

Memorial Highway, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779. Free parking, free shuttle from LIRR or Islip Airport. Prizes 

$12,000 based on 160 paid entries, $8000 minimum (2/3 each prize) guaranteed; re-entries & U1200 Section count 

as half entries. In 5 sections. Open: $1500-700-400-300, clear or tiebreak winner $100 bonus, top U2300/Unr $500-

250. FIDE. Under 2100: $1000-500-300-200, top U1900 $400-200. Under 1800: $1000-500-300-200, top U1600 

$400-200. Under 1500:$800-400-250-150, top U1300 $300-150. Under 1200: $500-250-150-100, trophies to first 3, 

top U1000, U800, U600, Unrated. Unrated may not win over $200 in U1200, $400 U1500, or $600 U1800. Top 4 

sections EF: $105 online by 2/26, $120 after 2/26 at chessaction.com, $110 phoned by 2/26 to 406-896-2038. 3-day 

$108, 2-day $107 mailed by 2/20. $120 (no checks, credit cards OK) at site. GMs free; $100 deducted from 

prize. U1200 Section EF: all $50 less than above. Special 1 year USCF dues with Chess Life if paid with entry. 

Online at chesstour.com, Adult $30, Young Adult $20, Scholastic $15. Mailed, phoned or paid at site, Adult $40, 

Young Adult $30, Scholastic $20. Re-entry $60; not available in Open Section. 3-day schedule: Rds. Fri 6 pm, rds. 

Fri 7 pm, Sat 11 & 6, Sun 10 & 4:15. 2-day schedule:Rds. Sat 10 am, rds. Sat 11, 2:30 & 6, Sun 10 & 4:15. Late 

entry closes 1 hour before first game at site, 2 hours before first game online. All: Half point byes OK all, limit 2, 

Open must commit before rd 2, others before rd 3. HR: $75-75, 631-471-0401, reserve by 2/15 or rate may 

increase. Car rental: Avis, 800-331-1600, AWD D657633, or reserve car online 

through chesstour.com. Ent: Continental Chess, Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. $15 service charge for 

refunds. Questions: www.chesstour.com, DirectorAtChess.US, 845-496-9658. Advance entries posted 

atchesstour.com. Chess Magnet School JGP. 

 

October 28 and every month   Binghamton Monthly Tourney!  
4-SS, G/65 d/5. Prizes: $300 b/26. Open-$100-$60-$30; Reserve-$50-$40-$20 (U1700). Trophies: 1-3 Reserve 

section. Advance Entry - EF’s Reduced!:Open-$20, Reserve-$15 (U1700) $5 more on site-cash only on 

site. Schedule: Registration on site 8:45–9:15 am. Rounds: 9:30-12Noon-2:30-4:45. Free USCF 90-day 

membership (call for details). Free chess set & board to all new players under 18 years of age. Mail Entry: checks 

payable to: “Cordisco's Corner Store”, 308 Chenango Street, Binghamton, NY 13901 (607) 772-8782, 

cordiscos@stny.rr.com. Chess Magnet School JGP.  
 

The second Saturday of every month. Jennifer Woods Grand Prix: 4-SS, rounds 1 & 2 G/60, rounds 3 & 4 G/90 

@Rochester Chess Center, 221 Norris Drive, Rochester. Guaranteed Prizes: $150-90-60 class $80. Reg: 8:30-9:15. 

Rounds. 9:30-12-2:15-5:30 EF: $30 Advanced Entries/Info: Rochester Chess Center, 221 Norris Drive, Rochester, 

NY 14610. (585)442-2430. 
 

http://chessaction.com/
http://chesstour.com/
http://chesstour.com/
http://www.chesstour.com/
http://chesstour.com/


 31 

 

Most third Saturdays of month there will be the Monthly Buffalo Grand Prix Events at the Main Place Mall 

in Buffalo.4-SS, TL: Rounds 1 & 2,G/45, Rounds 3 & 4 G/60 Prizes: 1st-2nd Guaranteed $250-150-100, Class $75. 

Reg.: 8:30-9:15 a.m., Rounds.: 9:30-11:20-1:10-3:30 EF: $50. U1600 EF: $35, $150-90-60, ALL PRIZES EXCEPT 

1st & 2nd in OPEN, BASED ON 20 ENTRIES. Scholastic EF: $15, Trophies for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place. Adv. 

Entries/Info: Archangel 8 Chess Academy, arcangel8chess@yahoo.com, 60F Guilford Lane, Buffalo, NY 14221. 

See www.buffalochess.blogspot.com for future dates and details. 

 

October 20 , Syracuse-Minoa Opens 

4-SS. Rds.:1&2 G/60, Rds.3&4: G/90. Minoa Muncipal Bldg., 240 N. Main St., Minoa, NY (Exit Kirkville Rd. E. 

from I 481, R. at second light). EF: $30. Prizes:b/20) $200, 125, Class 100. Registration.: 8:30-9:15. Rds.: 9:30, 

12:00, 2:15, 5:30. Contact: Joe Ball 315-436-9008. Chess Magnet School JGP. 

 

Third Tuesday of each month. Marshall Masters at the Marshall Chess Club. 4-SS, G/30. 23 W. 10th St., NYC. 

212-477-3716. Open to players rated over 2100 (plus all players scoring 2 ½ or more from CCNY at the Marshall's 

Thursday Night Action) EF: $40, members $30, GMs $10 (returned on completion of tournament). Top three prizes 

guaranteed. $$Guaranteed 250-150-100. Top Under 2400 and Top Under 2300 prizes. Special prize for biggest 

upset. Reg.: 6:15-6:45. Rounds.: 7-8:15-9:30-10:45 p.m. One bye available, rounds 1 or 4 only. 
 

Each Thursday  The Original “4 Rated Games Tonight!” Now At The New Yorker Hotel - USCF's Longest-

Running Action Tournament! 
4-SS, G/25 + d/5 or G/30 + d/0. Chess Center at the historic New Yorker Hotel!, 481 8th Ave at 34th St., across 

from Penn Station, NYC: 845-569-9969 (www.chesscenter.cc). EF: $30, GMs $25 from prize, free to specified 

Greater NY Scholastic Prizewinners! Good Customer Loyalty Discounts: $5 less to those who played in at least 

4 “4 Rated Games Tonight!” Thursday Night Actions since Jan. 2011, $10 less to those who played in at least 10 

4RGTs since 1987—Thank You So Much For Your Support Of This Tournament These Past 25 Years! $$ (480 b/32 

paid): 150-100-50, Top U2200/unr $95, U2000 $85. NEW!! $150 GUARANTEED In Mixed Doubles Bonus 

Prizes! Best male/female 2-player team combined score: $100-50 (teammates’ average rating must be Under 2200; 

teammate pairings avoided but possible, teams must declare by 8:15). Choice of 2 schedules! 7:00 Schedule, rds. 7-

8:15-9:30-10:45 pm. 7:30 schedule, rd. 1 only is Quick-rated (G/15 + td/3) at 7:30 pm, score carries over into round 

2 of 7:00 schedule at 8:15 pm. Limit 2 byes (1 bye if U2000), commit by 8:15. Re-entry $15, counts half. Reg. ends 

10 min. before game. Help with NYC street parking: www.primospot.com.  

Labor Day Weekend:  the 135
th

 New York State Chess Championship.  Albany Marriott, Wolf Road, Colonie, 

NY.  America's Labor Day Tradition. 

 

www.nysca.net -- your source for New York State 

Chess Information.  Now on Twitter at 

#nystatechess and on facebook.  Like us on 

facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.primospot.com/
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A Heritage Event! 

February 23-24, 2013 

46th annual New York State Scholastic Championships 

A State Championship Event! 

 

Open to grades Kindergarten through 12
th
 grade in any state or province (the Top NYS player & team in each 

section are New York champions and eligible for the Denker, Barber and All-Girls Championshps).  

Saratoga Hilton, 534 Broadway (I-87 Exit 13-N, 4 miles north on US 9), Saratoga Springs, NY 12866.  

Team prizes based on top 4 scores from same school; no combined school teams allowed even if one school “feeds” 

another. Teams of two or three players allowed, but are at a disadvantage.  

In 8 sections: All sections are 6-SS, G/61, d/5 except K-1 is 5-SS, G/25, d/5 playing February 24 only. Online entry 

fee at chessaction.com, All sections entry fee: $40 by 2/2, $50 by 2/19, $60 2/20 to two hours before first 

game. Entry fee at site, all sections: $60.  

High School: open to all in grades K-12. EF: $43.20 mailed by 2/2. Top New York State resident player in grade 9-

12 qualifies for Denker Tournament of HS Champions. High School Reserve: open to K-12 rated under 1200 or 

unrated. EF: $43 mailed by 2/2. 

Junior High, open to all in grades K-9. EF: $42.90 mailed by 2/2. The higher rated (post-tournament) of the top 

NYS K-8 in the Junior High School or High School section qualifies for Barber Tournament of K-8 Champions.  

Middle School Reserve: open to K-8 under 1000 or unrated. EF: $42.80 mailed by 2/2.  

Elementary: open to all in grades K-6. EF: $42.60 mailed by 2/2. Elementary Reserve, open to grades K-5 under 

800 or unrated. EF: $42.50 mailed by 2/2.  

Primary, grades K-3. EF: $42.30 mailed by 2/2. K-1,  

Grades K-1. EF: $42.10 mailed by 2/2. Postmarked 2/3-13: All EF $10 more.  

Do not mail entry after 2/13. Entry at site: all $60. Special one-year USCF dues with magazine if paid with entry. 

Online at chesstour.com, Young Adult $20, Scholastic $15. Mailed, phoned or paid at site, Young Adult $30, 

Scholastic $20.  

Trophies to top 15 players and top 7 teams each section, top 3 unrated in Primary, K-1, and each reserve 

section, and top U1500, U1300 (HS), U900, U700 (HS Reserve), U1200, U1000 (JHS), U700, U500 (MS 

Reserve), U1000, U800 (Elem), U500, U300 (Elem Reserve). Speed playoff if perfect score tie. Free entry to NY 

State Championship, Labor Day weekend 2013 (Albany), to top player each section.  

Main Tournament Schedule: Late registration ends Saturday 10 am, rounds Saturday 11 a.m., 2 & 5 p.m., 

Sunday: 9 a.m., 12 & 2:30 p.m., awards 5 p.m.  K-1 schedule: Late registration ends Sunday 9 am, rounds on 

Sunday: 10 a.m., 12, 1:30, 3 & 4:30 p.m., awards 5:45 p.m. 

Half-point byes OK all, limit 2, must commit before round 2. HR: $119-119, 888-999-4711, 518-584-4000, reserve 

by 2/2 or rate may increase. Free parking for overnight guests. 48 hours notice required for room cancellation. 

Backup hotel: Courtyard by Marriott, 2 blocks away, 518-226-0538. Special car rentals: Avis, 800-331-1600, use 

AWD #657633.  

Mail entry: Continental Chess, PO Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. Include name, rating, USCF 

ID, USCF expiration (non-members enclose dues), section, school, grade, birth date, address of each 

player. Checks payable to Continental Chess. $15 per player service charge for refunds. $10 extra to 

switch sections, all substitutions from advance list charged $60. Questions: DirectorAtChess.US (At = @)), 

845-496-9658. Bring set, board, clock if possible- none supplied. Chess Magnet School JGP (except K-1). 

http://chessaction.com/
http://chesstour.com/

