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2013:  USCF Returns to New York 
 

In 2013, New York State will be fortunate to host not one, but two, 

National Chess Tournaments.  The US Junior Open and US Senior 

Open will be hosted concurrently this summer in Tarrytown.  The 

Westchester County community is convenient to both Upstate players 

and Downstate ones, and offers a great time to visit the lower Hudson 

Valley during the summer. 

 

Ironically, it’s former USCF president Beatriz Marinello, who 

famously engineered the move to Crossville, Tennessee and threw us 

under the bus in her annual report supporting the move by saying, 

“USCF is a national organization, not a New York one,” who is the 

organizer.  Marinello has returned to New York, and certainly for this 

event, is on our side. 

 

It’s critical that New York players support these tournaments.  It’s been 

almost a decade since the state with the greatest chess players in the 

country has had the opportunity to host a National Tournament, while 

places like Lubbock and Brownsville, Texas have had the privilege.   

 

Regardless of the past, though, a National Tournament in the Empire 

State is a big deal, and we need to treat it as an opportunity to show the 

rest of the country that we can host an event that is better than what 

USCF is used to in some airport hotel in Texas.  Major tournaments in 

New York are special events, with internationally-titled players, highly 

competitive games and the local character and mixing of cultures that 

makes a New York tournament more like an international event than a 

local chess tournament. 

 

Once the final details are set, we’ll let you know exactly when and 

where to show up in force.  One thing I know.  New Yorkers have 

traveled the country like locusts snapping up National Titles.  Nobody 

from out-of-town is going to come to the Empire State and beat us at 

our own game, though we welcome them to try. 

mailto:chesstour@aol.com
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Two State Championships in one day 

Patrick Chi wins NY Action, New Paltz expert Alan Lasser wins Quick    
by Bill Townsend 

 

On November 10 there were two New York State 

Championships in the Capital District, on the same day 

and in the same place.  The venue was the Quality Inn 

in Latham, near the Northway, and the two events were 

the New York State Action Championship and the 

New York State Quick Championship. How can you 

have two events in one day? By making them very fast: 

the action tournament was played at the rate of game in 

30 minutes, while the Quick tournament was only 

game in ten minutes. However, in spite of the 

convenient central location of the event turnout was 

small: only eight players competed in each of these 

tournaments. 

  

The Action Championship was a four round Swiss 

System, and it was won by its highest rated player, 

Niskayuna’s Patrick Chi with a perfect 4-0 record. 

Strangely in clear second place was the event’s lowest 

rated player, Massachusetts scholastic player Alex 

Cheung with 3-1. Not only is Cheung an improving 

player, but he clearly knows how to handle the clock. 

Albany champion Dean Howard, the only player to 

beat Cheung, was third with 2½-1½. Karl Heck and 

Carl Kuhler tied for fourth with 2-2. The rest of the 

field: Peter Henner (1½-2½), Trevor Murphy (1-3) and 

John Germanowski (0-4). 

  

Usually games from tournaments with short time 

controls are hard to come by, therefore I was surprised 

and delighted to be able to get 75% of the games from 

the Action.  For example here is a 400-point upset that 

Cheung scored in round one. 

 

Alex Cheung (1440) –Karl Heck (1859) [B32] 

New York State Action Championship, round 1 

Sicilian Defense 

Latham, NY, November 10, 2012 
 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 e5 5. Nf3 Nf6 

6. Bd3 Be7 7. Nc3 O-O 8.Be3 d6 9. Qe2 a6 10. h3 b5 

11. g4 d5 12. exd5 Nxd5 13. Nxd5 Qxd5 14. Bd2 Bb7 

15. Be4 Qd7 16. O-O-O Qc7 17. Rhg1 Bd6 18.h4 

Rfe8 19. Ng5 h6 20. Nf3 Nd4 21. Nxd4 exd4 22. f3 

Rac8 23. Qd3 Bxe4 24.fxe4 Be5?! (24... Qe7 is better) 

25.g5 h5?! 26. g6 Rf8? 27. Bb4! Rfd8 28.gxf7+ Qxf7 

29. b3 Qf4+ 30. Bd2 Qxh4 31. Rh1 Qe7? 32. Rxh5 

Qa3+? (Black has to start thinking about defense - the 

Queen will be missed from the Kingside.) 33. Kb1 Bb8 

34. Rdh1 (Black gets mated after 34. e5!) 34... g6 35. 

Rg1 Kg7 and White won shortly. 1-0 
 

It wasn’t a big surprise that Patrick Chi won the Action 

championship since he was the event’s highest rated 

player and is known to play fast anyway, but he did 

have a close call in this game against Peter Henner.  In 

fact Henner was better for most of the game and even 

had what looks like a very strong attack around move 

17.  However, as time grew short Henner lost control 

of the position, allowing Patrick a path to victory. 

 

Peter Henner (1925) –Patrick Chi (2209) [A07] 

New York State Action Championship, round 2 

Reti Opening 

Latham, NY, November 10, 2012 
 

1.Nf3 d5 2. g3 c6 3. Bg2 Nf6 4. d3 Bf5 5. Nbd2 e6 6. 

O-O h6 7. Re1 Be7 8. b3 O-O 9. Bb2 Nbd7 10. e4 
White has been playing for this pawn break, and 

there's no reason to not play it now. 

10...dxe4  
Black has done rather well with 10... Bh7 11. e5 Ne8 

12. Qe2 Nc7 

11. dxe4 Bh7 12. e5?! 
A thematic idea here, but this might not be the best time for 

it. 12. Qe2 is most common for the first player. 

12... Nd5 13. a3  
13. c4? seems like a natural idea here, but it only drives 

the Black Knight where it wants to go: 13…Nb4 and 

now White has some serious light-square weaknesses.  

13... Qc7 14. c4 N5b6 15. Ne4 Rad8 16. Qe2 Nc5 17. 

Nxc5  
Here White has an intriguing attacking idea: 17. Nf6+!?  

gxf6 18. exf6 Bd6 (18... Nd3! is a clear improvement, 

but it's not obvious, and white may be better here too.) 

19. Ne5 Bf5 20. Qh5 with a strong attack for white. 

17... Bxc5 18. Rad1 Rd7  
 At long last this game is unique. Instead the game 

Waschk-Kutschke, Mecklenburg VP 2000 continued: 

18... Rxd1 19. Rxd1 Rd8 20. Rd2 Rd7 21. b4 Be7 22. 

Nd4 Qd8 23. c5 Nd5 with a roughly even game that 

White later won. 

 19. Rxd7 Nxd7 20. b4 Be7 21. c5 Rd8 22. Nd2 b6 23. 
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cxb6 axb6 24. Nc4 c5 25. b5!  
 White definitely doesn't want to help Black untangle 

his pieces with 25. bxc5?) 

 25... Nf8 26. Rd1 Rxd1+ 27. Qxd1 Qd7 28. Qxd7?! 
This loses White much of his advantage. He can 

actually abandon the d-file with 28. Qb3! because the 

Black Queen has no way into the White position. 

 28... Nxd7 29. Bf1 Be4 30. a4 Bd8 31. Bc3 Bd5 32. 

Nd6?!  
 The threat of the Knight going to d6 is actually better 

than its execution. White still maintains a slight pull 

after 32. f4. 

 32... Bc7 33. f4 Kf8 34. Kf2?!  
 White can still step back from the precipice with 34. 

Nc4. 

 34... g6 35. Bg2 Bb3 36. Bc6 Nb8 37. Ke3?  
 Alas this loses quickly. The only way for White to 

continue is:  37. a5 bxa5 38. Nb7 Nxc6 39. bxc6 a4 40. 

Nxc5 but this is a complicated line to go into with only 

a minute or two left on your clock. 

 37... Nxc6 38. bxc6 Bxa4 39. Ne4 Bxc6 40. Nf6 h5 0-

1  
 Here the players stopped recording the moves, but 

Black won easily with his two extra passed pawns and 

two Bishops. 

 

In the afternoon the New York State Quick 

championship was held, a six-round Swiss System.  

The winner here was Massachusetts player Alan Lesser 

with 5-1.  Tied for second with 4½-1½ were Patrick 

Chi and Carl Kubler, nearly 800 rating points 

separating them.  Like I said, Patrick is a fast player, 

but quick chess is a whole other level of difficulty and 

the fact that there was no time delay made the clock an 

unforgiving master. Kubler, rated only about 1440 is 

plainly used to playing fast and this stood him in good 

stead – he was the only player to beat Lesser. Peter 

Henner was clear fourth with 4-2. The rest of the field: 

David Finnerman (2-4), Alex Cheung (2-4), Michael 

Laccetti (2-4) and Trevor Murphy (1-5). 

  

While getting games from an Action tournament is 

rare, getting them from a Quick event is just about 

impossible: since the time control is only game in ten 

minutes the players don’t even have to keep score. In 

point of fact, they probably shouldn’t be wasting time 

recording moves. Therefore I was doubly lucky to get 

all the games of tournament winner Lesser. In an 

impressive display of ambidexterity, in every game he 

was writing down his moves with his right hand while 

simultaneously moving his pieces and hitting the clock 

with his left. After the event he related that he refined 

this technique by playing dozens of quick games this 

way at his local club.  It just goes to show: practice 

makes perfect. 

        

Both tournaments were directed by Karl Heck for the 

New York State Chess Association. 

 

After the tournament Action winner Lasser let me copy 

his scoresheets, and afterwards he e-mailed Karl Heck 

more polished versions with some additional moves he 

recalled. Here are some of them: 

 

Alex Cheung (1440) –Alan Lasser (2002) [B02] 

New York State Quick Championship, round 1 

Brooklyn Defense 

Latham, NY, Nov. 10, 2012 
 

1.e4 Nf6 2. e5 Ng8 
This rather retrograde answer actually has a name: the 

Brooklyn Defense. 

3. d4 d6 4. Nf3 Bg4 5. Be2 e6 6. Bf4 d5 7. h3 Bxf3 8. 

Bxf3 c5 9. c3  
Considering Black's backward development, a better 

idea might be blowing open the center with 9. c4! 

9... Ne7 10. Nd2 Nec6 11. O-O cxd4 12.cxd4?  
Again, better is 12. c4. 

12... Nxd4 13. Qa4+ Ndc6 14. Rac1 Be7 15.Be2 O-O 
White's attacking chances are mostly gone - now he's 

simply a pawn down. 

16. Bd3 Nd7 17. Nf3 a6 18. Qc2 h6 19. a3 Rc8 20. 

Qd2 f5 21. exf6 Bxf6 22. Rfe1 e5!? 23. Bxh6?  
White assumes he's going to lose a piece, which isn't 

exactly true. In fact he would be better after 23. Bb1! 

exf4? 24.Qxd5+ Rf7 25. Ba2 

23... e4?! 24. Bxe4?   
Black's advantage would be tiny after 24. Bxa6 bxa6 

25. Qxd5+. 

24... dxe4 25. Qd5+ Rf7 26. Ng5 Bxg5 27. Bxg5 Nf6 

28. Bxf6??  
White drops his Queen, effectively ending the game. 

Black would still be winning anyway after 28. Qf5. 

28... Qxd5 29. Bc3 Ne5 30. Rcd1 Nd3 31. Re3 Qf5 

32. f3 Nf4 33. Rxe4 Nxg2 34. Rf1 Nf4 0-1 
 

Alan Lasser (2002) –NM Patrick Chi (2209) [D00] 

New York State Quick Championship, round 2 

Latham, NY, Nov. 10, 2012 
 

1. d4 d5 2. Qd3 
Weird openings like this can score well in quick games, 

if you know what you're doing. 
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2…Nf6 3. Nf3 c6 4. Bg5 g6 5. Nbd2 Bf5 6. Qb3 Qb6 

7. c3 Bg7 8. Nh4 Bg4 9. e3 h6 10. Bxf6 Bxf6 11. Nhf3 

O-O 12. Bd3 Nd7 13. e4?!  
Too ambitious. 

13…dxe4  
Black is better after 13... e5! 14. Nxe5 Bxe5 15. Qxb6 

axb6 16. dxe5 Nxe5 17. Bc2 

14. Nxe4 Bg7 15. O-O Nf6 16. Qc2 Nxe4 17. Bxe4 

Be6?! 
Black is better after 17... f5! 18. Bd3 Bxf3. 

18. Ne5 Rad8 19. Kh1 c5 20. Rad1?! cxd4 21. cxd4 

Rxd4 22. Nf3 Rxd1 23. Rxd1 Bxa2 24. Rd7 Qxb2? 
Throws it all away. Black is still winning after 24... 

Qe6. 

25. Qxb2 Bxb2 26.Rd2 1-0  
White, who is better now, won shortly on time. Lasser: 

"I stopped keeping score here, certain I was going to 

need all my time to win the endgame." 

 

Well, here’s something you don’t see every day: a 

Queen sacrifice on move eight. To be more precise, 

White gives up his lady for three minor pieces. 

 

Alan Lasser (2002) –David Finnerman (1893) [A45] 

New York State Quick Championship, round 4 

QP Game Latham, NY, Nov. 10, 2012 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Qd3 d6 3. e4 g6 4. f4 Bg7 5. Nc3 O-O 6. 

Nf3 c5 7. e5 Bf5 8. exf6?! 
Perhaps not best, but difficult to resist. White gives up 

his queen and a pawn for three minor pieces, 

essentially an even trade. 

8...Bxd3 9. fxg7 Kxg7 10.Bxd3 cxd4 11. Nxd4 a6  
11... Qb6! would slow up White's development. 

12. f5 Nd7 13. Bd2 Qb6 14. Nb3  
14. Nd5! gives White the initiative because black loses 

after Qxb2? 15. Bc3! 

14... Ne5 15. Be4 Rac8 16. O-O-O Rc7?  
Black would have an edge after 16... e6. 

17. Nd5 Qd4??  
Just drops the queen. The game is over. 

18. Nxd4 1-0 
 

For the sake of completeness, here is Lasser’s sole loss, 

but you don’t really see him lose here. It goes to show 

that even a tough customer like Lasser can make a 

blunder under relentless pressure from the clock.  

 

Carl Kubler (1479) –Alan Lasser (2002) [B02] 

New York State Quick Championship, round 5 

Larsen’s Latham, NY, Nov. 10, 2012 
 

1.b3 d5 2. Bb2 Nc6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. e3 Bg4 5. Be2 e6 6. 

d3 Bd6 7. Nbd2 Qe7 8. a3 O-O 9. O-O e5 10. c4 

Rad8 11. b4 e4 12. Nd4 Bxe2 13. Qxe2 Nxd4 14. 

Bxd4 Be5 15. Nb3 b6 16. Bxe5 Qxe5 17. Nd4 Rd7 

18. Rac1 c5 19. Nc6 Qe6 20. b5 a6 21. a4 axb5 22. 

axb5 dxc4 23. dxc4 Ng4 24. Rfd1 Ne5 25. Rxd7 

Nxd7 26. Rd1 Ne5 27. Nxe5 Qxe5 1-0 
Lasser: “I had to stop recording here, I had less than 

four minutes left, he still had eight. Many moves later I 

hung a Rook to a Queen check.”). 

 

One interesting side note in the tournament was that 

this event did not use delay.  Alan Lasser, for one, 

thought the lack of delay actually helped the older 

players, as they are better able to budget their time and 

not dependent on making moves under the delay 

allotment.  Given that he won the Quick tournament as 

one of its oldest participants, he may well be right! 

 

It is hoped that the Action/Quick format will return in 

2013.  For the players, it is a unique opportunity to 

play 10 rated games in one day.  With the recent 

changes at the Studio of Bridge and Games, slotting 

the event there to continue to build that location may 

be a reality. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Like us on facebook! 
NYSCA now has a facebook 

page, which is regularly 

updated with current 

information. 
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News from the Marshall 
by Frank Romano 

 

The Marshall was not exempt from the damage 

created by Hurricane Sandy, having to close for a 

week due to the storm and the lack of transportation 

and electricity in lower Manhattan.  America's chess 

treasure, though, has returned to full operation and 

was able to host the Marshall Chess Club 

Championship as usual, along with the wide variety 

of tournaments and events that make the Marshall 

the truly unique place that it is. 

 

GM Michael Rohde and IM Justin Sarkar were the 

winners of the 2012 Marshall Chess Club 

Championship, traditionally the strongest club 

championship held in America.  Both players were 

undefeated in the nine-round event, with Rohde 

taking two half-point byes.  Surprisingly for a 42-

player event, the top two players didn't meet until 

the last round, where they drew.  Rohde's wins in 

rounds seven and eight over co third-place finishers 

GM's Tamaz Gelashvili and Mikheil Kekelidze 

were the difference in the tournament, as all the 

other games among top-four players were drawn.   

GM Zvaid Izoria was clear fifth with a 6-3 score. 

 

FM Rawle Allicock, New York State Scholastic 

Chess Champion NM Deepak Aaron and FM Leif 

Pressman split the Top Under 2400 prize with 5 ½ 

points.  Kapil Chadran, Tyrell Harriott and George 

Berg split the Top Under 2300 prize with 5-4 

scores.   

 

The event was held over two weekends at the 

famous club.  Frank Brady directed with assistance 

from Dr. Marcus Fenner. 

 

The December edition of the legendary monthly 

Marshall Masters was held on December 18, and the 

event drew 18 players.  The tournament was won by 

GM Giorgi Kacheishvili, who scored 3 ½ points.  

The GM won his first three games, and then drew 

IM and former US Women's Champion Irina Krush 

in the last round to secure first place.  Georgian GM 

Zviad Izoria, Krush, Cuban FM Carlos Mena, and 

Ohio NM Seth Rokosky all tied for second with 3-1 

scores.  Krush was undefeated, while the other three 

players had three wins and a loss.  IM Justin Sarkar 

and NM Daniel Lowinger tied for sixth with 2 ½ 

points.  Sarkar took a half-point bye in the last 

round after losing to Kacheishvili.   

 

Gregory Keener Jr. directed for the Marshall. 

 

The Marshall's Thursday Grand Prix on December 

20 drew 16 players for a potential “perfect Swiss.”  

While it wasn't with a perfect 4-0 score, GM 

Mikheil Kekelidze won the tournament with 3 ½ 

points.  The Georgian GM won his first three 

games, and then drew GM Zviad Izoria in the last 

round with draw odds to win the tournament.  GM's 

Alexander Stripunsky and Izoria, along with Cuban 

FM Carlos Mena, tied for second with 3-1 scores.  

Mena beat Stripunsky in the second round, but then 

lost to Kekelidze in the third round.  

 

Reigning New York State Champion NM Raven 

Sturt headed a group of three with 2 ½ points that 

also included 

NM Juan Sena and Expert Mahiro Abe.  Sena and 

Abe both took half-point byes to go with two wins 

and a loss, while Sturt drew GM Izoria and lost to 

Stripunsky.  Dr. Marcus Fenner directed for the 

Marshall. 

 

The December 13 edition of the Marshall Thursday 

Grand Prix was won by GM's Zviad Izoria and 

Mikheil Kekelidze, both of whom scored 3 ½ 

points.  The two GM's drew in the third round.  NM 

Yevgeniy Margulis was clear third with an 

undefeated 3-1 score.  IM Justin Sarkar, WIM Lisa 

Schut and Eric Moskow tied for fourth with 2 ½ 

points.  Jermaine Reid directed the 19-player event 

for the Marshall. 

 

The weekend of December 7-9 was the time for the 

Marshall Chess Club Amateur Championship, 

which is the club championship for non-masters.  

The 42-player tournament was won by Expert 

Sarathi Ray with 4 ½ points.  Ray won his first four 

games, and then drew Tyrell Harriott in the last 

round with draw odds to clinch outright first.  

Harriott, fellow Expert Nicolas De T Checa and 

Yefrem Zats, a class A player, tied for second with 

4-1 scores.  Harriott was undefeated, while De T 

Checa and Zats both lost in the second round and 

worked their way back through the field. 

 

A group of six scored 3 ½- 1 ½, which included Joel 

Jesus Hernandez, Kadhir Pillai, Taner Ture, 

Zachary Cohn, Mustafa Atakay and Haik Oliver der 

Manuelian.  Of these players, only Hernandez and 

Atakay played the full schedule, the others took one 

half-point bye during the event.  Jermaine Reid 
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directed for the Marshall. 

 

Thirty-four players came to the December 2 First 

Marshall Blitz Championship drew 34 players to the 

Marshall on December 2.   The nine-round event 

was won by former US Champions Maxim Dlugy 

of New Jersey with an 8-1 score.  Dlugy lost in the 

fourth round to second-place finisher GM Zviad 

Izoria, but won all of the rest of his games to end in 

first.  Izoria was clear second with 7 ½ points.  The 

Georgian GM drew GM Giorgi Kacheishvili in 

round six after winning five straight to start the 

tournament, and then lost to IM Robert Hungaski in 

round six.  Hungaski was clear third with a 7-2 

score, winning seven and losing to Dlugy and 

Carlos Mena in round six.   

 

FM Carlos Mena, New York State Chess Hall of 

Famer and IM Jay Bonin, and Zambian GM Amon 

Simutowe tied for fourth with 6-3 scores in the very 

difficult tournament.  Gregory Keener directed for 

the Marshall. 

 

The November edition of the Marshall Masters was 

held on November 20 and drew 26 players to the 

famous club.    The Jermaine Reid-directed event 

was won by Israeli IM Eli Vovsha with 3 ½ points.  

The Israeli benefitted from a first-round bye, and 

then scored 2 ½ out of three the rest of the way, 

drawing IM Justin Sarkar.  Sarkar, New York State 

Hall of Famer IM Jay Bonin, GM Zvaid Izoria, FM 

Ilye Figler and FM Carlos Mena tied for second 

with 3-1 scores.  Somewhat surprisingly, all of the 

second-place winners went undefeated except for 

Figler, who lost in the second round to the 

tournament winner.   Israeli GM Leonid Yudasin, 

FM brois Privman and Expert Alexander Fabbri tied 

for seventh with 2 ½ points. 

 

The December 6 edition of the Marshall Thursday 

Night Grand Prix drew 20 players and was won by 

Georgian GM Zviad Izoria with 3 ½ points.  The 

Grandmaster won his first three rounds, and then 

drew GM Tamaz Gelashvili in the last round with 

draw odds to win the tournament.   Gelashvili, WIM 

Lisa Schut, and NM Alexander King all tied for 

second with 3-1 scores.  King and Gelashvili were 

undefeated, while Schut, a newcomer to New York 

from the Netherlands, lost in the third round to 

Izoria. 

 

Cuban FM's Carlos Mena and Carlos Pujol, along 

with California expert Ted Belanoff, tied for fifth 

with 2 ½ points.  The tournament was directed by 

Gregory Keener, Jr. 

 

The November 29
th
 edition of the Marshall 

Thursday Grand Prix drew 18 players and was won 

by GM's Giorgi Kacheishvili and Mikehil Kekelidze 

with 3 ½ points each.  The two GM's drew in the 

last round after sweeping the field.   GM Zvaid 

Izoria and WIM Lisa Schut tied for third with 3-1 

scores, and California Expert Ted Belanoff was 

clear fifth with 2 ½ points.  Gregory Keener, Jr. 

directed for the Marshall. 

 

The November 8
th
 edition of the Marshall Thursday 

Grand Prix was the Super Grand Prix, with 

additional prizes.  The Super event was a super 

triumph for GM Tamaz Gelashvili, who won the 18-

player tournament with a perfect 4-0 score.   Four 

players tied for second with 3-1 scores:  GM 

Mikheil Kekelidze, FM's Carlos Mena and Asa 

Hoffmann and Expert Eric Moskow.  Moskow 

worked back through the field after losing in the 

first round to GM Kekelidze, while the veteran 

Hoffmann lost to Gelashvili in the last round. 

 

IM Justin Sarkar was clear sixth with 2 ½ points.  

The tournament was directed by Jermaine Reid for 

the Marshall. 

 

The October 16 edition of the Marshall Masters 

drew 14 players to lower Manhattan, and the 

closely-contested event ended in a four-way tie 

amongst GM's Tamaz Gelashvili and Zviad Izoria, 

IM Irina Krush and FM Carlos Mena, all concluding 

the event with 3-1 scores.  Gelashvili was 

undefeated, yielding draws to New York Hall of 

Famer IM Jay Bonin and GM Giorgi Kacheishvili.  

Gelashvil beat Izoria in the last round to get into the 

first-place tie.  Kacheishvili was clear fifth with 2 ½ 

points.  Gregory Keener, Jr. directed for the 

Marsball. 
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NYSCA's Discount Program – A New Direction for Membership 

 

The NYSCA annual meeting approved a new way for affiliates and organizers of the New York State 

Championship and New York State Open to support NYSCA events.  Organizers that offer a significant entry 

fee discount for the NYSCA events as well as other tournaments that the organizer holds. The State Scholastic 

Championship, which is the largest funder of NYSCA, is unchanged by this change in membership criteria.  It is 

worth noting that the traditional membership-required model remains in effect, and may be used by any 

organizer, as has been the case throughout NYSCA's history. 

 

There are two goals with the change.  One is to make the State Championship a profitable tournament.  The 

long-time organizer of the tournament has reported that the tournament, NYSCA's flagship event, has lost money 

since membership costs were absorbed into the entry fee.  There has been a slow decline in the entries at the 

State Championship even with the current entry fee structure, so an increase may well lead to a further decline in 

entries.  The pool of potential sites to hold the State Championship is not particularly large on Labor Day 

weekend, and by and large, the membership is satisfied with the Albany Marriott and the Capital Region location 

for the tournament.  Therefore this new direction is being tried. 

 

In 2013, membership at the State Championship and State Open will not be required, but members will be 

offered a $7 discount on their entry fee to the event.  Continental Chess Association (CCA) is also offering a $5 

discount at its other tournaments in New York, including the Long Island Open andManhattan Open.  It should 

be noted that CCA revived the New York State Open in May in Lake George, and the event has been a success 

for NYSCA.  NYSCA is willing to work with any other organizer on other NYSCA events.  

 

NYSCA wants to work with organizers to expand the discounts.  Organizers that offer the discounts will have 

their events advertised in Empire Chess, posted on the NYSCA web site and advertised through NYSCA's 

facebook and twitter feeds.  By accessing NYSCA's group of committed tournament chess players, the discounts 

in entry fee will more than pay for itself with increased entries and the ability to obtain entries from further 

away.  NYSCA is also working on internet options for membership verification and purchase. 

 

Help us make NYSCA the best chess organization it can be in the best chess state in the country.  It will make us 

better, and your events better as well. 

 

NEW YORK STATE CHESS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________State:_________Zip:___________________ 

 

E-Mail:____________________________________________________________ 

USCF ID:__________________________________________________________ 

 

$20 for four printed issues  $12 for two printed issues (Winter and Summer) 

 

Mail to: Phyllis Benjamin, Secretary, NYSCA, PO Box 340511, Brooklyn, NY 11234. 
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Piece Sacrifices in the Endgame 
By Zachary Calderon 

 

How many times have we as chess players seen 

brilliant piece sacrifices in the opening or middle 

game? I have seen countless and yet they never 

cease to amaze me. But what about sacrifices in the 

endgame? Piece sacrifices in the endgame happen 

more often than we realize and, more often than not, 

are much more lethal than a sacrifice in the middle 

game.   The main reasons for this kind of sacrifice 

usually being the end of the game are the lack of 

pieces on the board to recover the game with, and 

that such sacrifices are easier to fully calculate, even 

with fast time controls. 

 

 
 

This example is simple but still gets the point 

across. Here White has an elementary win after  

1.Bxg6! hxg6 2. h7  

And the pawn cannot be stopped as Black's pawn 

gets in the way of his Bishop in defending against 

the Queening White pawn. Alternatively, 1...Kc6 2. 

Bxh7 Kd6 3. Bg6 followed by h7 and h8 Queening 

the pawn, is equally hopeless for Black.  

 

But, of course, not all endgames are this simple. I 

played a game in which I accepted my opponent's 

Knight sacrifice having calculated in my head that I 

could defend the pawn from queening just in time. 

However, he made a second passed pawn! 

Thankfully I was not the only one who had 

miscalculated and won the game which I did not 

deserve to win.  

 
 

Here it was Black to move and my opponent played 

48…f4!  

I quickly calculated out 49. Kxg6 fxe3 50. Na3 e2 

51. Nc2 And I prevent the e-pawn from Queening. 

Here is an important lesson for us all; Don’t rush 

your calculations. We had just entered second time 

control so I had over an hour on my clock, and I 

only spent about two minutes checking this line 

over, not bothering to go any further.  

So after 49. Kxg6?? fxe3 50. Na3 e2 51. Nc2 b5!  

I felt like someone had just hit me with a 

sledgehammer. If 52. axb5  a4 53. b6 Kd7 and I my 

passed pawn isn’t going anywhere, and my King 

cannot get back in time, for instance 54. Kh5 a3 55. 

Kg4 a2 56. Kf3 e1Q and white loses. The game 

continued  

52. Kh5 bxa4?? 

And he returned the blunder! Had he played 

52…b4! I probably would have resigned on the spot 

as 53. cxb4 axb4 and b3 forces him to queen one of 

his pawns.  

53. Kg4 a3 54. Kf3 1-0  
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And finally, we see a game in which White was 

down a pawn but managed to swindle a draw using 

a nice Knight sacrifice. 

 

 
 

White played here 1. Nc8!  

And the draw is forced.  

1…Bc7 2. Nxb6 Bxb6 and White is stalemated. 

 

To wrap things up I would like to stress a few 

important things. The first is, piece sacrifices aren’t 

only limited to the opening and middlegame! If you 

see something promising in the endgame, go for it. 

And secondly, make sure to calculate very 

precisely. While the win may come easier if you 

sacrifice works in an endgame, the loss will come 

even quicker if your calculations are flawed.  

Central New York News by Karl Heck 

 

A total of 12 players contested the 43
rd

 Binghamton 

Monthly tournament on November 18 at Cordisco's 

Chess Center in the Parlor City.   The Open section 

was a triumph for local Expert Ed Kelley, who 

swept the six-player Open section with a perfect 4-0 

score, winning by two full points.   Pennsylvania 

Expert Antonio Scalzo, Syracuse nationally-ranked 

senior player Tom Barkley and John Cardinale, a 

Binghamton-area player, all tied for second with 2-2 

scores.  All three players lost to Kelley while 

splitting a “round-robin within the Swiss.” 

 

In the Reserve section, Elmira's Robert McGuinness 

swept the field with a 4-0 score in the six-player 

section.  The host, John Cordisco, was second with 

three points, losing only to McGuinness in the 

second round.  The tournament was hosted by 

Cordisco's Chess Center and directed by John 

Cordisco. 

 

Ed Kelley was also victorious in the October 28
th
 

42
nd

 Binghamton Monthly tournament at Cordisco's, 

sweeping the eight-player field with a 4-0 score.  

Timothy Smolinski was clear second with 3 ½ 

points, drawing third-place finisher Antonio Scalzo 

in the second round.  John Cordisco and Robert 

McGuinness tied for the class prize with 2-2 scores.  

John Cordisco directed for Cordisco's Chess Center. 

 

Tom Barkley won the 10-player Syracuse 

December Open with a 3 ½ -1/2 score.  Barkley 

took a half-point bye in the second round, and the 

nationally-ranked senior won his other three games 

to take top honors.  Jose Angel Fernandez, Syracuse 

A-player Ken Chamberlain and Utica-area player 

Lance Winters all tied for second with three points.  

Chamberlain beat the higher-rated Fernandez in the 

third round, but lost to Barkley in the last round 

with a chance to win the tournament.  Winters lost 

to Barkley in the second round.  The tournament 

was organized and directed by Joe Ball. 

 

 

The last Utica Four Seasons tournament was held 

on November 10 and drew four people.  Due to the 

low turnout, the tournament was conducted as a 

double round-robin.   Lance Winters won the event 

with 4 ½ points, securing the tournament title with a 

sixth-round draw against second-place finished 

Everett Pashley.  Pashley finished with four points, 

and Thomas Townsley was third with 3 ½ points.  

Joe Ball directed. 

 

 

October 20 was the date for the Syracuse University 

Fall Open, held in the middle of the Salt City.  Eight 

players contested the event, and the closely-

contested tournament was won by Syracuse A-

players Ken Chamberlain and Tom Barkley.  Both 

players finished with three points.  Barkley defeated 

Chamberlain in the last round, after drawing with 

Naxine Yves in the first round and taking a second-

round, half-point bye.   Jose Angel Fernandez and 

Ken Frieden tied for third with 2 ½ points.  Joe Ball 

directed. 
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Bonin vs. Mid-Hudson 
By Scott Strattner (chess@vassar-

chadwick.com) 

 

The Mid-Hudson Valley has an extensive chess 

history (New Windsor having been the headquarters 

of the USCF for many years), but in recent times 

there have been few opportunities in the area to 

experience high-level chess. The Vassar-Chadwick 

chess club, located in Poughkeepsie, regularly hosts 

tournaments and features a strong lineup of class 

players, but unfortunately it has been years since a 

Master-level player has been spotted. Unlike 

Sasquatch, we do know these elite competitors 

exist, and can be seen flourishing in their natural 

habitat – West 10
th
 Street, between 5

th
 and 6

th
 

Avenue. 

 

In an attempt to study these specimens more 

closely, the club recently invited New York State 

Chess International Master Jay Bonin, an enduring 

presence in the New York City chess scene, to give 

a lecture and simultaneous exhibition to the public. 

The Vassar campus hosted the event, which took 

place on Saturday, December 1
st
.  In an attempt to 

take advantage of social media, it was advertised on 

Facebook, Twitter, chess.com, as well as in the 

Poughkeepsie Journal newspaper. In the end it 

attracted 23 participants, a couple more observers, 

and some new faces (which we always like to see). 

 

Vassar-Chadwick Vice-President Dr. Craig Fisher, 

who was the driving force behind this event, started 

things off with an introduction and brief biography 

of IM Jay Bonin. The lecture portion consisted of a 

walkthrough of IM Bonin’s game against GM Lev 

Alburt at the 1986 NY Open. While playing through 

the moves Mr. Bonin clearly explained the 

positional features that arose in the game, which led 

to a nice tactical shot by White to force GM 

Alburt’s resignation. The full game can be found 

here:   

 

[Event "New York"] 

[Site "New York"] 

[Date "1986"] 

[Result "1-0"] 

[White "Jay R Bonin"] 

[Black "Lev Alburt"] 

[ECO "A46"] 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 c5 3.d5 b5 4.Bg5 d6 5.Bxf6 exf6 

6.e4 a6 7.a4 b4 8.Bd3 Nd7 9.O-O Ne5 10.Nbd2 g6 

11.Nxe5 fxe5 12.a5 Bh6 13.Nc4 O-O 14.c3 bxc3 

15.bxc3 f5 16.Rb1 fxe4 17.Bxe4 Rf4 18.f3 Bf5 

19.Qd3 Bxe4 20.fxe4 Rxf1+ 21.Rxf1 Ra7 22.Qh3 

Bf8 23.Qe6+ Kg7 24.h3 h5 25.Kh2 Rb7 26.Rf3 

Rc7 27.Ne3 Qe7 28.Nf5+ gxf5 29.Rg3+ 1-0 
 

After the lecture IM Bonin answered some 

questions and once again Dr. Fisher took the stage 

to go over the simultaneous rules and etiquette.  

With a shaking of hands it was under way. Over 

three hours later, it was over – but during that time 

everyone had the pleasure of facing one of the top 

players in New York, perhaps had a glimmer of 

hope of pulling off the upset, and hopefully 

afterwards expanded their chess knowledge through 

a thorough study of their game. 

 

When the dust had settled, one participant, Ernie 

Johnson, did manage to score a point off IM Bonin, 

with his trusty Alekhine Defense. 

 

1. e4 Nf6 2. e5 Nd5 3. d4 d6 4. exd6 cxd6 5. c4 

Nb6 6. h3 g6 7. Nc3 Bg7 8. Nf3 Nc6 9. Be3 O-O 

10. Rc1 Nd7 11. Be2 Nf6 12. d5 Nb8 13. O-O 

Nbd7 14. b4 Re8 15. c5 dxc5 16. bxc5 a6 17. c6 

Nb6 18. c7 Qd6 19. Bxb6 Qxb6 20. Na4 Qd6 21. 

Nd2 b5 22. Rc6 Qf4 

[22... Qxd5 23. Bf3 Qxa2 24. Nb6 Ra7 25. Ne4 

Qa5 (25... Nxe4 26. Nxc8 Rxc8 27. Qd8) 26. Qd8 

Rf8 27. Nc5 Bf5 28. Qb8]  

23. Nb6 Ra7 24. Nf3 Nd7 25. Nxd7 Bxd7 26. g3 

Qb4 27. Rc1 Bxh3 28. Re1 Bc3 29. a3 Qxa3 30. 

Qd3 b4 31. Qe3 Bxe1 32. Qh6 Bc3 33. Rd1 Bf6 

34. Qxh3 Rxc7 35. d6 exd6 36. Rxd6 Rxe2 37. 

Rxf6 Qa1 White resigns 
 

Six other players escaped with a draw, with the final 

tally 16 wins, 6 draws, and 1 loss. But much more 

important than individual game scores was the 

experience shared by all. We thank IM Bonin and 

hope that this will lead to similar events in our 

region in the near future. 
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Kistler’s Summer Cruise Leads to Third Straight Watertown Club Championship 

by Don Klug 

 

On May 15, after two losses in two Watertown Spring tournaments, Dr. David Kistler was tied with Class B rated Robert Kratzat 

for first place in the Watertown club standings. His rating had dropped below Expert level.  

 

Local players were beginning to dream that a Watertown Chess Club Championship might just be within their grasp. 

Unfortunately, after spring comes the heat of summer and with it dreams sometimes wither. Thus, it was for the 2012 Chess 

season. With more than two-thirds of the tournament season ahead Dr. Kistler decided enough was enough! 

 

Dr. Kistler began his summer cruise by sweeping the annual June Class Championship and never looked back. He finished out the 

tournament season with a record of +19-0=1, winning all four tournaments including his third straight Jefferson County 

Championship. The Kistler Summer Cruise returned his rating to Expert level at USCF 2035. He even decided to vacation and not 

play in the annual Quick Fall Tournament, won by Adolfo Prieto 5-0. 

 

Dr. Kistler finished the North Country Tournament season with a record of +30-2=2, in first place a full 3 ½ games ahead of Club 

Championship Playoff qualifier Adolfo Prieto.  

 

Dr. Kistler finished his summer cruise with his third straight club championship with a swift 2-0 match victory over Mr. Prieto, 

winning in 30 and 35 moves. The Watertown Chess Club held its annual Invitational Chess Tournament concurrently during the 

Club Championship Match. Local non-USCF and non-club players are invited each year to play in the four round event. This year 

saw a three way tie for first with Bob Kratzat of Carthage, Don Klug and Josh Kelsey of Watertown tied with scores of 2 ½-1 ½. 

Invitee and non-club member Zach Kozatek finished tied for fourth with two wins.   
 

The Watertown Chess Club web site is at www.watertownchessclub.com.  The Club, the largest in the North Country of New 

York, meets on Tuesday nights beginning at 7 p.m. at the HSBC Bank Building in Watertown. 

 

 

 
 

Dr. David Kistler, Three-Time Watertown Chess Club Champion 

 

http://www.watertownchessclub.com/
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Buffalo/Niagara Chess News  
courtesy of Buffalo-Niagara Chess Corner 

2012 SANDY HOOK MEMORIAL 

 
 

"Hearts are broken but our spirits are strong"! The 

Holiday Classic was unanimously changed due to 

remember the 27 people who died in the tragedy in 

Newtown, CT. Over 55 players, parents and 

spectators with thoughts and prayers, supported the 

USCF 2012 Sandy Hook Memorial Chess event.  

 

Trophies were awarded in two scholastic sections: 

Kindergarten through Fourth Grade and Fifth to 

Eighth Grades. The K-4 undefeated Champion was 

Ashton A. William, with Ethan Warner placing 

second and Erie, PA's Joshua Rasmussen finishing 

third. 

The 5
th
 to 8th grade section Champion was Aaron 

Cooper, James Shippens was second and Donte 

Simmons placed third. 

The Urban Queens Section top girl Champion was 

Jessica Dixon. 

 

In the Open sections, 21 players played in the 

Sandy Hook Angels Under 1500 Section.  The co-

champions were visiting player Ken Crumpler from 

Kansas City, MO and local standout James Paul, 

MD, both of whom scored 3 ½ points.  They drew 

in the last round.  Five players tied for third with 3-

1 scores: with Top Scholastic Player Zachary 

Madden, Sandipan Kundu, Michael Skok, Jerome J. 

Green and Cory Mc Lean splitting the honors.  

Notable upsets were Cory Mc Lean(653) defeating 

1304-rated Chris Darling in the last round and Peter 

Killinger(977) beating 1382-rated Sam Santora in 

the first round. 

  

Two National Masters split top honors in the Open 

section, with long-time Buffalo Master Lionel 

Davis and new Master Sam Copeland both scoring 

3 ½ points.  They drew in the last round.   Four 

players tied for third with three points in the 22-

player section with Tom Warner, NM Barry Davis, 

Daniel Allen and Top High School Scholastic player 

Erik W. Lubas splitting the honors.  Michael 

McDuffie directed. 

 

2012 VETERANS DAY MEMORIAL 
More than 40 players and spectators came out to 

honor our fallen veterans and the serving armed 

forces servicemen and families on November 17 at 

the Buffalo Veterans Memorial tournament at the 

Main Place Malls. This year we honored The 

Montford Marines and Norwich University, the 

oldest private military academy in the USA. 
 

The Norwich University Scholastic K-12 Section 

was won by Ashton William with a perfect 4-0 

score in the seven-player section.  Ruby Soudant 

was second and won the Top Girl award as well. 

 

Sixteen players competed in the Tuskegee Airmen 

Under 1500 Section, and newcomer Tamal T. 

Biswas from the University of Buffalo Chess Club 

won the section outright with 3 ½ points, conceding 

a draw to second-place finisher Glenn Conlin in the 

third round.  Conlin and rising scholastic player 

Sam Santora tied for second with three points, with 

both players being undefeated in the closely-

contested section.   

 

The 19-player Montford Marines Open Section was 

won by National Master Lionel Davis with 3 ½ 

points, drawing fellow NM Barry Davis in the last 

round.  Four players tied for second in the closely-

contested section with three points: NM Barry 

Davis, college student Erik Lubas, Daniel Allen and 

Charles Lubas.  All but Allen were undefeated.  

Michael McDuffie directed for the Archangel 8 

Chess Academy. 

Pioneer wins K-12 at Olympics 

Pioneer won the  K-12 and Global Concepts 

Charter school won the K-6 team titles at the 28th 

USA Jr. Chess Olympics held at the Pioneer Middle 
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School on December 1. An impressive turnout of 73 

players of the best scholastic players in Western 

New York showed up and battled it out and some 

great chess was played.  

 
Pioneer junior Ryan Madden won the individual 

title in the 41-player K-12 section, beating expert 

and top-rated  player Abe Glasser of Rochester in 

round five to go undefeated with a perfect 5-0 

score. Last year's winner Owen Shriver of  Brighton 

High was held to a draw by last year's K-6 winner 

Jacob Chen in round 5 and finished second with 4 

½ points.  Due to the extremely large section, the 

top two players didn't end up playing each other . 

Glasser tied for third with four other players: Kevin 

Roulhac, Garrett Thompson, Patrick Chernjavsky, 

and Benjamin Rummell. 

 

In the team competition, Brighton High of 

Rochester finished second to Pioneer, with Global 

Concepts finishing third.  

 

In the 17-player K-6 section: Edwin Rosenberg, 

Wendell Lambert, Anoop Sunkara, and Michael 

Dunaevsky all tied for first with 4-1 scores, with 

Rosenberg from Brighton winning on tiebreaks. 

Sunkara is also from Brighton while Lambert goes 

to GCCS of Rochester and Dunaevsky attends 

Pittsford.  

 

In the unrated section, Connor Paradis from Depew 

won with 4 ½ points out of five. Tied for second 

was Helena and Cora Blackwell, Chris Ward, and 

Ethen Warner, all of Pioneer and Colby Hess from 

GCCS of Lackawanna. 

 

Thanks to Michael McDuffie and Antonio Cirillo 

for assisting and Barry Davis for his expert 

analysis. Also to Bob Simpson for donating the 

medals.  Hope to see you again next year!  Tom 

Warner directed for the Southtowns Chess Club 

with assistance from Michael McDuffie and 

Antonio Cirillo. 

Madden brothers win in Sardinia 

The Madden brothers had a good day at the 

Veterans Day tournament at Sardinia held on 

Monday, November 12. Ryan won with wins over 

James Lyon, Pat Patterson, and Ryan Palmisano 

while Ryan's brother Zach upset Pat Patterson in 

round three to finish in second place along with 

Todd Thompson in the 10-player Open section. 

Great job boys! 

 

James Lyon won the five-player scholastic section 

with a 3-1 score while David Stefan won the 

unrated section over six other players.  Tom Warner 

directed for the Southtowns Chess Club. 

BOB JOHNSON MEMORIAL 2012  

 
The Buffalo Thundering Herd Chess Team are the 

2012 Bob Johnson Memorial Chess Champions. 

This is the second time a Buffalo Team has won the 

Championship. Two teams represented Buffalo - 

Niagara Falls area in North East, PA on Saturday, 

October 20
th
 in the fourth annual team event. 

 

The Champions Buffalo Thundering Herd team 

members (shown above) were L-R, Vic Bahl, Barry 

Davis, Brian Sayers, Jerome Green and Gary Boye. 

The Buffalo Blizzard members who finished third 

was Captain Bob Simpson, David Biddle, Douglas 

Dubose, former Empire Chess contributor Dr. Mark 

Mieth and Michael Mc Duffie. 

 

The format was three games, USCF-rated, Game 

90, teams of five players where the top 4 scores 

count towards each team score. A total of 35 players 

and 6 teams participated were 2011 defending 

Champions Chautauqua, Erie, Grove City. and 

Bradford, PA. 

 

The Final Team Standings of the 2012 Bob Johnson 

Memorial Tournament were Buffalo Thundering 

Herd winning with nine points,  Grove City 

Wolverines were second with eight points, the 

Buffalo Blizzard were third with 7 ½ points, There 

was a fourth-place tie between Bradford and Erie 

with 7 points, and defending champion Chautauqua 

club was sixth with five points.  Richard Mitchell 

directed for the Erie Chess Club. 

http://buffalochess.blogspot.com/2012/11/madden-brothers-win-in-sardinia.html


 16 

IM Bonin Reclaims Queens Chess Club Champion’s Title 
By Ed Frumkin 

 

The Queens Chess Club’s annual championship for 2012 took place from October 5 until November 23.  If the 

dates sound a bit off, you’re correct: Hurricane Sandy had her effect on the event.  We started on October 5 with 

20 players and three others known to be taking Round 1 byes.  The field included six former Queens Chess Club 

champions: New York State Chess Hall of Famers IM Jay Bonin, Joe Felber, Ed Frumkin, NM Andrew Ryba, 

Ed Kopiecki, and Edgar Cimafranca.   

 

The only Round 1 upset was Andrew Kan (1801) holding Kopiecki (2073) to a draw on Board 3.  The cut line 

was rather high, with Tony Lorenzo (1846) meeting Bonin.  Round 2 left us only three perfect scores: Bonin, 

2011 champ Ryba and Bill Arluck.  Jay beat Adrian Relingado (1940), Andrew beat Ed Frumkin (2022) and Bill 

beat Edgar.  Joe Felber was held to a draw by Ira Cohen (1910), while Kopiecki, Kan and Zoltan Sugar (1755) 

all won to reach 1½-½ as Sugar beat 3
rd

 ranked Lev Zilbermintz (2077).  New members Craig Sholl (1826) and 

Fred Magovern (1449) went head to head and Fred won in what ended up being the tournament’s biggest upset.  

In Round 3 Bonin and Ryba drew while Bill Arluck took the lead by beating Kopiecki, the top ranked 1½.  Joe 

beat Sugar and Ira beat Andrew Kan to also reach 2½-½.  Frumkin was fortunate to draw with Lorenzo after 

failing to jump on an opening inaccuracy.  In Round 4 Jay beat Bill, Andrew Ryba beat Joe and Ira beat Edgar to 

create a three way tie for the lead at 3½-½.  Adrian beat Kopiecki to reach 3-1. 

 

Round 5 was originally scheduled for November 2, but Hurricane Sandy landed a crippling punch four days 

earlier, leaving TDs Frumkin and Felber unable to reach the site or contact anyone.  Frumkin’s phone service 

returned one hour before the round was due to start and when players at the site got through, he was able to tell 

them the round would obviously need to be cancelled.  On the 9
th
 the players voted to extend the event to 

November 16 and offer one additional bye on that date for anyone who wanted it. 

 

We resumed on November 9 with Jay beating Ira and Andrew Ryba beating Adrian.  Some additional byes were 

caused by the odd-even gas rationing.  Round 6 saw the deadlock at the top broken by Jay’s win over Matthew 

Horwitz (2051) while Andrew Ryba was held to a draw by Bill Arluck.  Ira beat Frumkin to continue his hot 

streak.  Adrian beat Joe and Edgar beat Kopiecki to join Bill at 4-2. 

 

With so many of the leaders having already played, the last round pairings were a bit odd-looking to some: 

Cimafranca (4)- Bonin (5½), Ryba (5)- Cohen (4½), Relingado (4)- Arluck (4), Zilbermintz (3½)- Frumkin 

(3½), Cruz (1762)(2½)- Bucknor (1667)(3½), Kan (2½)- Magovern (3), Kopiecki (2½)- Schachter (1668) (1½), 

Ruth Arluck (1158)(1½ )- Frank Drazil (1631) (1).  The players at both ends of the spectrum had mostly played 

the others at their own end.  You would be surprised to find that the three 3½s and one 3 could not be paired 

among themselves, as it turned out that the 3 (Magovern) had played all of the 3½s !!   Bonin, Ryba, Relingado, 

Zilbermintz, Cruz, Magovern, and Kopiecki all won, while Ruth Arluck got a no-show victory.   

 

The prize fund of $500 (guaranteed)-$300-$200, $180 top Under 2100, $150 top Under 1800, $120 top Under 

1500 and $50 top upset saw all prizes but 1
st
 reduced by 40% with 24 players instead of the projected 40.  Bonin 

was first with 6½-½, Andrew Ryba second at 6-1 and Adrian Relingado was clear third at 5-2.  Top U2100 was 

split by Lev Zilbermintz and Ira Cohen at 4½-2½ ($54 each).  A funny thing happened to the Under 1800 prize 

($90) – it was swiped by Fred Magovern’s 4-3 score, as nobody between him and 1800 had better than 3½.  That 

left the Under 1500 prize to be split among Philip Mathew (1398) and Ruth Arluck with 2½ ($36 each).  

Magovern also took the $30 prize for top upset, as well as a bushel of rating points.  Relingado came out exactly 

2000 post-event.    Ed Frumkin and Joe Felber directed for the Queens Chess Club.     
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Capital Region News   by Bill Townsend
  

In the fall as the leaves change in the Capital District, 

the local clubs begin their annual championships and 

of course the Make the Right Move free scholastic 

tournaments start up again. 

  

The Schenectady Chess Club held its annual meeting 

on September 27th, and elected a slate of officers for 

the coming year.  All three of the major officers were 

re-elected: Richard Chu as President, Philip Sells as 

Vice-President and Brij Saran as Secretary-Treasurer. 

To say that the club leadership is stable would be 

something of an understatement: all these officers have 

held these positions since October, 2005 and Mr. Chu 

has been club president since 1990.  The club’s 

finances are in good order, and this is almost entirely 

due to the children’s chess classes Richard gives at the 

Niskayuna Community Center. 

  

The club kicked off the new season with its annual 

Blitz Championship on September 20. There were 

fifteen players competing in an all-play-all round robin 

at the rate of game in five minutes, with no time delay. 

  

The winner wasn’t exactly a surprise, but his score 

was: top rated Patrick Chi swept the event with a 

perfect 14-0 score.  Patrick dominated in most of the 

games he played, but there were a couple close calls. 

Strangely his toughest game was against Zach 

Calderon who was rated over 500 points below him.  

Zach had an equal position well into the middle game, 

but after an error on move 26 he was worse.  

Nevertheless Patrick couldn’t seem to put him away, 

and the game devolved into a furious time scramble 

with pieces flying every which way.  Patrick finally 

won on time with only one second left. 

  

In clear second was Ashok Aaron, one of the area’s 

premiere blitz players, with 13-1. Ashok’s only loss 

was to Patrick, in a somewhat anticlimactic game 

where Chi was better from the early middle game on,  

but missed a clear win on move 20. 

  

The rest of the field was a good deal behind the 

leaders. Jon Leisner was third with 10½, David 

Finnerman and Dilip Aaron were tied for fourth with 

8½, with Dilip winning the prize for best player under 

1900. Peter Henner, Cory Northrup and Philip Sells 

tied for sixth with 8-6. Cory won the prize for best  

 

player under 1600.   

  

Like last year I tried to record some of the games, and 

had remarkable success in spite of the fast tempo of 

play. Here’s an amusing miniature where poor Cory 

Northrup fell into an opening trap against Patrick Chi 

in round four. 

 

Patrick Chi (2200) – Cory Northrup (1509) [E27] 

Schenectady CC Blitz Championship, round 4 

Niskayuna, NY, September 20, 2012 
 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. f3 O-O 5. a3 Bxc3+ 

6. bxc3 d5 7. cxd5 Nxd5?! 8. e4 Nxc3 9. Qb3 Qxd4? 

10. Bb2 Qe3+ 11. Be2 Nxe2?? 
Black drops his queen, but he is losing anyway. 

Incidentally, everything prior to this has been played 

before and Patrick admitted to playing most of it from 

memory.)  

12. Qxe3 1-0. 
 

In another miniature, Albany Champion Dean Howard 

as White flimflammed one of this area’s better players 

in a Danish Gambit: 1. e4  e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 exd4 4. 

c3 dxc3 5. Bc4 Be7?  
In for a penny, in for a pound: may as well play 

5...cxb2. 

6. Qd5! d6?? 
The only survivable sequence was 6...Nh6 7.Bxh6 O-O 

– now Black gets mated)  

7.Qxf7+ Kd7 8.Be6, mate 1-0. 

 

The main reason that I was able to record so many of 

the blitz games was that I was basically following 

Patrick Chi around and he was nice enough to 

reconstruct some of the openings for me after the game 

was over. In general because of the fast time control 

the quality of blitz games isn’t that high – in fact in a 

handful of the games at this event players lost because 

their opponent captured their King – something  

allowed in blitz but not in ordinary chess. 

  

Of all the games I was able to record I thought this one 

was well played on both sides, with some interesting 

tactics to spice things up. Of course both players make 

several mistakes, especially as time was growing short.  

This is par for the course in blitz – you often have to 

move on instinct because there is no time for thinking. 
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David Finnerman (1901) – NM Patrick Chi (2200) 

[D13]  Slav Defense 

Schenectady CC Blitz Championship, round 1 

Niskayuna, NY, September 20, 2012 
 

1.c4 c6 2. g3 Nf6 3. Bg2 d5 4. cxd5 cxd5 5. d4 
Now the game has transposed from an English 

Opening into a Slav Defense, which usually begins 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6, etc.)  

5...Nc6 6. Nc3 e6 7. Nf3 Bd6 8. O-O O-O 9.a3 a6  
9... Bd7 is more common and has done better for the 

second player.  

10.Bg5 h6 11. Bd2 Re8 12. e3 b5 13. Rc1 Bb7 14. 

Re1 Na5 15. Re2 Nc4  
This opening has not turned out well for White - 

Black's pieces are better placed and he has a space 

advantage. 

16. Be1 Qd7 17. Qb3 Rec8 18.Nd2 Nxd2  
Any exchange helps to ease White's cramp, so this 

improves his position slightly. 

19. Rxd2 Rc4 20. Bf1 Rc7 21. Rdc2 Rac8 22. Bd2 

Ne4?!  
In blitz games you don't get much deep thinking, 

obviously.  Here White had the option of a profound 

exchange sacrifice that Black can't really accept: 

22…Rc4! 23. Bxc4? dxc4 24. Qa2 e5! and suddenly 

Black, with his two Bishops, has a vicious attack and 

White may well be lost.  All that being said simply 

22...e5 is better than the text. 

23. Nxe4 dxe4 24. Bg2  
24. Rxc7 Rxc7 25. Rxc7 Qxc7 26. Bb4 and the position 

is just about equal. 

24... Bd5 25.Rxc7 Rxc7 26. Qd1 Qc8 27. Rxc7 Qxc7 
Black still enjoys a tiny advantage here, but the game 

is pretty close to even. 

28. Bc3? a5?  
Black misses the chance to win a pawn with 28... Bxa3! 

29. Qd2 a4 30. Qc2 Qc6 31. Qd2 f5 32.Kf1 Bc4+ 33. 

Ke1 Bd3? 34. Bf1?  
White could have won a Bishop here with 34. Qxd3. 

34... Bxf1 35. Kxf1 Qc4+ 36. Ke1 g5 37. Qe2 Qxe2+ 

38. Kxe2  
Because Black's Queen was a better piece, White's 

happy to trade Queens.  However because he has so 

many pawns on the color of his Bishop, it's a terrible 

piece and Black still has an advantage. 

38...Kf7 39. f3 Ke7 40. fxe4 fxe4 41. Kd2 Kd7 

42.Ba5 g4 43. Kc3 h5 44. Bb4?  
This move should lose on the spot.  White would still be 

okay after 44. Kd2. 

44...Bc7? 

Black misses a forced win with 44... Bxg3! 45. hxg3 h4 

and White has no way to prevent black getting a new 

Queen. 

45. b3?  
Misses the same tactical point again, but this time 

Black doesn't let him off the hook. 

45…h4  
This wins, but even better is 45... Bxg3! 

46. bxa4 bxa4 47.d5  
White essentially throws himself on his sword, 

realizing that any move on the Kingside loses quickly. 

47…exd5 48. Kd4 Ke6 49. Be1 hxg3 50. hxg3 Kd6 
Simply 50... Bb6+ forces the win of the Bishop, which 

happens anyway after the next move. 

51. Kc3 Ba5+ 0-1  
About to lose his last piece, White gives up instead. 

 

On October 4, the club held another one of its annual 

autumn events: the Handicap Blitz championship. The 

idea here is that the players have a total of 10 minutes 

to finish the game, with the time divided unevenly 

according to rating. One minute changes hands for 

every 200 rating points difference with a maximum of 

eight minutes to two.  There is no time delay allowed 

on the clocks so frequently a higher-rated player would 

have a winning game, but no time to win it. 

  

Eight players competed in this very close contest with 

former New York State Quick Champions Troy’s Phil 

Thomas and Latham’s Jon Leisner tying for first with 

5½-½.  Nobody escaped unscathed with Thomas losing 

to Leisner and Leisner losing to Ashok Aaron.  Tied 

for third with 5-2 were David Finnerman and Zachary 

Calderon.  Finnerman was leading until his last round 

loss to Thomas.  

 

With some success I was able to record a few of the 

games – here is Empire Chess columnist and rising 

junior Zach Calderon’s upset draw over eventual 

winner Phil Thomas.   

 

Calderon-Thomas: 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 

4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Bg5 e6 7.Nxc6 bxc6 8.e5 

dxe5 9.Qf3 Bb7 10.Rd1 Qb6 11.Bxf6 gxf6 12.Qxf6 

Rg8 13.Qxe5 Bg7? 14.Qe3?  
A draw is likely after 14.Qd6! 

14...Qxb2 15.Na4 Qb4+ 16.Qd2 Qxa4?  
Allows White to force a draw.  Black has every chance 

of winning after 16...c5! 

17.Qd7+ Kf8 18.Qd6+, drawn.  
The annual Schenectady Chess Club Championship 

began on October 11.  As usual the club was divided 
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into two sections of roughly equal playing strength 

with the top three finishers in each section graduating 

to the six-player championship finals, which will begin 

sometime after the first of the year.  This year there 

were sixteen players, which divided neatly into two 

sections of eight.  Joining the usual Schenectady 

players were two members of Troy’s Uncle Sam club, 

Junior Canty and Elihue Hill.  Also playing in the 

championship for the first time is Peter Henner, who 

usually plays for Albany. 

  

As of this writing the progress of the event has been 

somewhat slowed by occurrences both foreseen 

(Thanksgiving, as always, was on a Thursday) and 

unforeseen  - the power went out at the club on Nov. 8 

leaving a number of round five games unfinished. So 

far there are some clear leaders but nobody has 

finished their playing schedule yet. 

  

In the “A" section David Finnerman is leading with 4-

0, but as Finnerman himself pointed out to me his 

position on the top is insecure – he has yet to face his 

most challenging opponents. In addition the position in 

his interrupted game against Dilip Aaron may not favor 

him. Immediately behind him with 3½-½ are Philip 

Sells and Michael Mockler. It’s not too hard seeing 

these three as the qualifiers to the finals, but Dilip 

Aaron (2-0) may have something to say about that. The 

rest of the field: Sylvester Canty (1-4), Richard Moody 

(1-3), Brij Saran (0-3) and Matthew Clough (0-3). 

  

In the “B" section more games have been played, but 

due to some surprising upsets the standings are murky. 

For example, on November. 15 defending champion 

John Phillips had a winning position against Carlos 

Varela, but fell into a mating net in time trouble. 

Currently leading the section with 3½-½ is nine-time 

former champion Carl Adamec. Immediately  

behind him is Peter Henner with 3½-1½. John Phillips 

and Carlos Varela are right behind them with 3-2. Zach 

Calderon has 2½-1½ while Cory Northrup, the 

section’s lowest rated player, has 2½-2½, having 

scored a couple notable upsets along the way. All I can 

say is that three of these six players will definitely 

qualify for the finals. The rest of the field: Elihue Hill 

(1-4) and Richard Chu (0-5). 

  

Here, as they say, is one from column A and one from 

column B.  One of these games is a near-upset and the 

other is an actual upset. 

It gives one pause to see how prone chess games are to 

upsets. This is mainly because it’s so easy to ruin a 

winning game with one hasty move. For example, in 

the fourth quarter of a football game, overcoming a 20 

point deficit is just about impossible, but in chess won 

games turn into losses all the time. 

  

This first game features David Finnerman who is 

among the leaders in the championships of both 

Albany and Schenectady.  However, in this game he 

comes within an ace of losing to the lowest rated 

player in his section, Matt Clough, who at the time had 

a 0-3 record. The fact is that Clough plays a fine game 

and was winning at a couple points, but he wasn’t able  

to quite close the deal, and then matters were decided 

by the clock. I can only conclude that Finnerman was 

lucky here, but it makes me remember a sporting quote 

about how good players tend to be annoyingly lucky. 

 

David Finnerman (1883) – Matthew Clough (1472) 

[A14]  Reti System 

Schenectady CC Championship 2012-13 

Preliminary section A, round 4 

Niskayuna, NY, Nov. 1, 2012 
 

1. Nf3 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. g3 Be7 4. Bg2 O-O 5. O-O d5 

6. b3 d4 7. Bb2 c5 8. d3 Nc6 9. Na3 Rb8 
This makes the game unique.  It seems better for Black 

to cement his space advantage with 9... e5. 

10. Nc2 e5 11. a3 a5  
To stop White from playing b3-b4, but it makes Black's 

9th move seem like a waste of time. 

12. h3 Qc7 13. e4 dxe3?!  
This seems to give up the majority of Black's 

advantage. Instead after 13... b5! Black keeps a lock on 

the position. 

14. Nxe3 Rd8 15. Qc2 b6 16. Rfe1 Nd4 17. Nxd4 

cxd4 18.Nf1 Bb7  
Again, the best way for Black to use his superior piece 

placement is to try to open the position with 18... b5! 

19. Bxb7 Rxb7 20. Qe2 Bd6  
My chess computer still says that Black has a small 

advantage here, but I believe that things are starting to 

swing in White's favor, mainly because he has a target 

(the pawn on e5) and Black doesn't. 

21. Nd2 h6 22. Nf3 Re8 23. Rac1 Qc5 24. Qd2 Rd7 

25. b4 axb4 26. axb4 Qc6 27. Nh4 Qc8 28. Nf5 Bf8 

29. Re2?!  
White is logically building up on e5, but this seems to 

be too slow. He maintains equality by striking while 

the iron is hot with 29. f4, with a complex game where 

the chances seem equal. 

29... Ra7!  
This begins some strong counterplay that gives Black a 
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powerful initiative. 

30. Nh4?  
This drops a pawn.  White had to play 30. g4. 

30... Qxh3 31. Nf3 Bd6  
Strong is 31...Rae7 threatening ...e5-e4. 

32. Qe1 Rae7 33. c5 bxc5 34. bxc5 Bc7 35. Qf1? 
White misses that he can get his pawn back with 35. 

Nxd4! 

35... Qf5 36.Ne1 Nd5 37. Qg2 e4?! 38. dxe4 Rxe4 39. 

Rxe4 Rxe4 40. Nf3 d3! 41. Nh4 Qe6 42.Nf3 d2?  
Alas, a space too far.  Black is winning after  42... Rb4, 

and now my computer found a cute combination: 43. 

Ba1 Bxg3! and if Black takes the Bishop he loses 

material: 44. fxg3 Qe3+, etc. However after the text 

the position is even again. 

43. Nxd2 Re1+ 44. Rxe1 Qxe1+ 45. Nf1 Qe6 46. Qf3 

Bd8 47. Qb3 Qc6 48. Ne3 Nxe3 49. Qxe3 Kf8 50. 

Bd4 Be7?  
With time growing short, Black misses a tactical shot. 

White is better but a draw seems likely after 50... f6. 

51. Bxg7+ Kxg7 52. Qxe7 Kg8 1-0  
The rest of the game wasn't recorded, white won in a 

blitz finish.  With his extra passed pawn White has a 

big advantage, but the game is not easy to win.  In fact, 

I wasn't able to force a win against my chess computer 

Fritz.  However, this is an easy position for Black to 

lose with no time left on his clock. 

 

Here is a major upset draw from the B section – the  

lowest-rated player in the section managing to draw a 

game with the highest-rated player. Northrup had a 

nice advantage in the middle game, but once the game 

got down to a Queen ending, former NYSCA Treasurer 

Carl Adamec made his superior experience count and 

took control. Shortly Northrup’s position looked all but 

resignable, and his body language showed that he 

thought so too.  However at a critical juncture 

Northrup had an amazing resource, and he didn’t miss 

the opportunity. Not just an interesting game from a 

sporting point of view, but very educational about 

queen and pawn endings as well. 

 

Cory Northrup (1546) – Carl Adamec (2012) [B38] 

Schenectady CC Championship 2012-13 

Preliminary section B, round 3  Sicilian Defense 

Niskayuna, NY, October 25, 2012 
 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 g6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Bg7 5. c4 Nc6 

6. Be3 Nh6 
Adamec likes to take his opponents out of their opening 

book as quickly as he can, but this move is not 

completely unknown - for example GM Levon Aronian 

has played it.  However the main line move, 6…Nf6, is 

40 times more popular. 

7. f3 Nxd4?!  
The first new move of the game. In the Maroczy Bind 

Black frequently captures on d4, but a better way to 

exploit the bishop on e3 is 7... Qb6. 

8. Bxd4 f6?!  
Black wants to preserve his dark squared bishop, but 

this is an awkward way to go about it.  Better is simply 

8... O-O. 

9. Nc3 Nf7 10. Be2 d6 11. f4  
This makes White's seventh move seem like a waste of 

time.  Better is 11. c5! dxc5 12. Bxc5 b6 13. Ba3 with 

advantage to White. 

11... Bd7 12. Qb3 Qc8 13. h3!?   
This seems to be a pointless move since Bd7-g4 is a 

losing idea for Black, but Black's next move makes this 

move useful.  At any rate, better is 13. Nd5. 

13... Bc6? 14. Bg4! Qc7 15. Nd5 Bxd5 16. cxd5 O-O 

17. Be6?!  
White has close to a winning game after 17. Be3 Qa5+ 

18. Kf2. 

17... Kh8 18.O-O b6 19. Rac1 Qb7 20. Rc2 Nd8 21. 

f5?  
This costs White most of his advantage.  Black is still 

hamstrung after 21. Bg4! 

21... Nxe6 22. fxe6 Rac8 23. Rfc1 Bh6 24. Be3 Rxc2 

25. Rxc2 Bxe3+ 26. Qxe3 Rc8 27. Qc1 Rxc2 28.Qxc2 
We now have a Queen and Pawn ending, where White 

controls the game's only open file. 

28...Kg7 29. g4 b5 30. Kg2?  
While the game was going on, Bill Little thought that 

White should play 30. Qc6! which seems to almost 

force Black into zugzwang, but as subsequent analysis 

shows, the second player has some resources: 30…Qb8 

31. h4 (31. b4 Qb6+!) 31... Kf8 32. Kg2 Kg7 and I'm 

not sure how White should proceed, but he clearly has 

the initiative. 

30...Qb6!  
The Black Queen now has a way out of the position, 

making the game equal. 

31. Qd2 Qc5 32. h4? Qc4! 
With every move Black has been improving the 

position of his Queen, and now this move wins a pawn. 

33. Kf3 Qxa2 34. g5 Qb3+ 35. Kg2 Qc4?  
This move costs Black a lot of long-term trouble, since 

it gives White a protected passed pawn on e6.  Best 

was 35... f5! with a great game for Black.  For 

example he's all but winning after 36. exf5? gxf5 37. 

Qd4+ Kg6. 

36. gxf6+ exf6  
Forced, since Black loses immediately after 36... 
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Kxf6? 37. Qg5+. 

37. Kf3?  
Queen endings are so very tricky, especially one like 

this.  Best for White was 37. Qe3! because the game is 

probably drawn after 37…Qc2+ 38. Kf3 Qxb2 39. 

Qxa7+. 

37... Qf1+ 38. Kg3 Qg1+ 39. Kf3 Qh1+ 40. Ke3 

Qxh4  
It looks like White is just plain lost here - he's down 

two pawns and his King has no protection. However, 

Black has to tread carefully due to the pawn on e6. 

41. Kd4 f5! 42. Qe2 Qxe4+??  
Black assumes that trading queens wins for him since 

he is two pawns up, but he is wrong: in fact it assures 

the draw.  To be fair my chess computer makes the 

same mistake.  The correct way to continue is: 42... b4! 

The point is that with the b-pawn one step closer to the 

goal line, if White locks up the Queenside with b2-b3, 

Black wins the pawn race after ...a5-a4 and bxa4. 

43.Qe3 a5 44. Kd3 Qxe4+ 45. Qxe4 fxe4+ 46. Kxe4 a4 

47. Kd4 h5 and Black wins easily. 

43. Qxe4 fxe4 44. b4!  
The move all of us kibitzers missed.  This ties up the 

Queenside, and the fact that the Black King must 

babysit the e6-pawn means that Black Kingside 

majority is useless too.  Of course Black would still 

win after the careless 44. Kxe4? a5. 

44... h5 45. Kxe4 Kf6 46. Kf4 g5+ 47. Kg3 h4+ 48. 

Kg4  
All White has to do is cycle his King back and forth 

between g4 and h3 and Black can make no progress. 

The logic behind 44.b4! is shown by: 48... a5? 49. 

bxa5 b4 50. a6 b3 51. a7 b2 52. a8=Q b1=Q 53. Qf8+ 

and White wins. 

49. Kh3 Kd8 50. Kg4 Ke8 51. Kh3 Ke7 52. Kg4 Kf6 

53. Kh3 Ke7 54.Kg4 a6 55. Kh3 ½-½ 
 

The Albany Area Chess Club Championship began on 

October 24 and after four rounds there are no players 

left with a perfect score – everyone has been nicked for 

at least a draw. Like last year’s event this seems, at the 

top, to be a contest among equals. A player will be 

leading, and then get knocked off his perch by a 

challenger, only to have that challenger lose himself 

shortly thereafter. Defending champion Dean Howard, 

the event’s top rated player, seemed likely to repeat, 

but in round three he was beaten soundly by Gordon 

Magat, who the following week was beaten by  

Mike Mockler, who had drawn his first two games. I 

was reminded that this was the trajectory of last year’s 

championship as well – after being an early leader 

Howard barely made it to the final playoff match 

against Peter Henner, but then won it 2-0. I should 

point out that unlike last year’s championship there is 

no playoff among the top two finishers: whoever has 

the highest score at the end of this 12-player round 

robin is the new champion. 

  

The standings: David Finnerman (3½-½), Gordon 

Magat (3-1) and a big bunch at (2-1): Mike Mockler, 

Tim Wright, Dean Howard and Peter Henner.  

The rest of the field: Cory Northrup (1½-2½), Jonathan 

Lack (1-1), Chris Caravaty (1-2), Arthur Alowitz (1-2), 

Jason Denham (1-3) and Chuck Eson (0-4). 

  

The Saratoga Staunton Club began its yearly 

championship on Sunday, November 4. Like last year, 

it is a six-player double round robin, with many of the 

same players from last year’s event.  The players, in 

rating order: Jonathan Feinberg, Gary Farrell, Glen 

Gausewitz, Alan LeCours, Josh Kuperman and David 

Connors. In first round action Farrell defeated 

Connors, Kuperman lost to defending champion 

Feinberg and LeCours overcame Gausewitz, a mild 

upset. A week or so before the club had its annual 

elections and Gary Farrell was returned as President, 

Jonathan Feinberg was re-elect Vice-president, as was 

Alan LeCours as Secretary-Treasurer. 

  

On November 25 I made the trip up to the Saratoga 

Staunton Club to see how their championship was 

progressing. When reporting on a round-robin 

tournament in progress, especially one where the 

participants have played different numbers of games, 

the number of games lost is actually more significant 

than games won. By that yardstick the current leader is 

Alan LeCours with 2-0, and immediately behind him is 

defending champion Jonathan Feinberg with 1½-½. In 

his most recent game Feinberg was held to a draw by 

the event’s lowest rated player, David Connors (½-

2½). However, the highest numerical score is held by 

Joshua Kuperman with 3-1, which includes upset wins 

over Glen Gausewitz (0-3) and club president Gary 

Farrell (2-2). 

 

The second Capital Region Open was held September 

30 at the Studio of Bridge and Games in Schenectady.  

Overall 32 players competed in the three sections. 

  

In the Open section, FIDE master Robert Sulman was 

the clear winner with 3½ points out of four. Sulman’s 

only draw was against local scholastic champion 

Patrick Chi in the final round, which is featured below.  

Tied for second place with 2½-1½ were Chi, Phil 
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Thomas, David Finnerman and Peter Henner.  Tied for 

sixth place with 2-2 were Massachusetts expert Louis 

Petithory, RPI student Jeffrey LaComb and Dilip 

Aaron, who won the prize for top player under 1,800.  

Koushik Pernati was second under 1800 with 1½-2½. 

  

The big news here was not so much who won but who 

didn’t win: in the three previous CCA tournaments at 

the Studio Niskayuna’s NM Patrick Chi has been the 

clear winner, usually with a 4-0 score, but from the 

beginning it was clear that things were going to be 

different this time because Chi was upset by Peter 

Henner in the first round. 

 

NM Patrick Chi (2219) – Peter Henner (1875) [A59] 

2
nd

 Capital Region Open, round 1  Benko Gambit 

Schenectady, NY, September 30, 2012 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 c5 3. d5 b5 4. cxb5 a6 5. bxa6 Bxa6 6. 

Nc3 d6 7. e4 Bxf1 8. Kxf1 Nbd7 9. Nf3 g6 10. g3 Bg7 

11. Kg2 O-O 12. h3 Nb6 13. Re1 Nfd7 14. Qc2 Ne5 

15. Nxe5 Bxe5 16. b3 Qc8 17. Bb2 c4 18. b4 

f5?!Black could clearly see that he wasn't getting the 

usual Benko pressure on the queenside, so he lashes 

out. 

19. f4! Bg7 20. a4 fxe4 21.a5 Nd7 22.Rxe4 Rf7 23. 

Na4?!  
The first misstep.  Black looks busted after 23. Qe2! 

23... Bxb2 24. Qxb2  
24. Nxb2, hammering on the c-pawn, is actually better. 

24... Qb7 25. Rd4? Rb8?!  
Missing 25... e5! and after 26. fxe5 Nxe5 27. Nb6 Raf8 

Black may even be a tiny bit better. 

26. Rc1 Qxb4 27. Qxb4 Rxb4 28. Rcxc4 Rb7 29. 

Rc6?!  
29. Rb4 looks to be better. 

29... Ra7 30. a6?  
A bridge too far.  It looks like the only way to hang on 

to the pawn is 30.Nb6 Nc5 31. Rc8+ Rf8 32. Rxf8+ 

Kxf8 33. Nc4 

30... Nb8 31. Nb6 Rxa6 32. Rc8+ Rf8 33. Rb4 Kf7 

34. Rc7?  
White misses an important tactical point, which costs 

him the exchange, and the game. The position would be 

even after 34.Rxf8+. 

34... Ra2+! 35. Kf3 Na6 36.Rbc4 Nxc7 37. Rxc7 and 

Black won in a time scramble - White eventually 

dropped his Knight. 

I should point out that the time control for the event 

was a speedy Game in 40, which is the only way to 

pack four rounds into a one-day tournament.  Many 

games were decided by time scrambles like this. 

  

In the Under-,600 section Schenectady player Cory 

Northrup was the winner with 3½-½.  In the last round 

Northrup, the only 2½, beat his friend Matt Clough, the 

only player with a perfect 3-0, to clinch first place. 

Tied for second with 3-1 were: Matt Clough, Trevor 

Murphy and Aaron Jordan.  The last named player was 

rated only 990 at the start of the tournament and won 

the Under-1400 prize.  Tied for fifth with 2-2 were: 

Brian Clark, Walter Snyder, Joseph D’Alonzo and 

Peter Craig.  The last three named players split the 

money for second under 1400. 

  

The Under-1200 section also had a clear winner as 

Make the Right Move scholastic player of the year 

Sandeep Alampalli was first with 3½-½. Tied for 

second with 2½-1½ were John Femia, Sreenivas 

Alampalli and Pranav Venkataraman.  Martha 

Samadashvili was fifth with 2-2, winning the Under-

800 prize. 

  

The tournament was directed by Bill and Brenda 

Goichberg for the Continental Chess Association. 

  

The bad news here is that it seems that the CCA is not 

going to continue this tournament: turnouts of 30-40 

people don’t justify the expenditure of running the 

event.  However, it seems that the new management of 

the Studio seems eager to host chess tournaments, so it 

seems likely that chess will continue there in one form 

or another.  The turnout at the previous CCA events: 

The Schenectady Open, held in late June, had 42 

players, the first Capital Region Open in November 

2011 had 35 players. 

 

Here is the game played on first board in the last 

round, with the event’s top two rated players duking it 

out.  Downstate player FM Robert Sulman was leading 

with 3-0, so local prodigy Patrick Chi at 2-1 was in a 

must-win situation.  However, from the start the game 

didn’t go well for Patrick – FM Sulman blitzed out his 

first dozen moves, giving the impression that Chi had 

fallen into a prepared variation.  Talking to FM Sulman 

after the game it turns out that a lot of his confidence 

was based on some half-remembered analysis from 

years past, but Patrick was clearly under pressure. 

Nevertheless the game followed known opening theory 

for a very long way, and in the end it seemed Patrick 

was lucky to draw. 

 

FM Robert Sulman (2209) – NM Patrick Chi (2219) 

[B18]  Caro-Kann Defense 
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nd

 Capital Region Open, round 4 

Schenectady, NY, Sept. 30, 2012 
 

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 dxe4 4. Nxe4 Bf5 5. Ng3 Bg6 

6. Bc4 
So far the game has been following the Caro-Kann 

main line, but now White tries something a little 

unusual.  Far more common is: 6. h4 h6, etc. 

6... e6 7. N1e2 Bd68. O-O  
8. h4 is actually the main line here, and White has done 

well with it. FM Sulman was blitzing out his moves, 

giving the impression that Patrick had stumbled into a 

prepared variation. 

8... Nf6 9. f4! Qc7  
This is most common, but an idea here is for Black to 

cut across White's plans with 9...Bf5?! and while White 

looks better after 10. Nxf5 exf5 11. Ng3 black has done 

rather well here. 

10. f5 exf5 11. Nxf5 Bxf5 12. Rxf5 Bxh2+?!  
This somewhat greedy move seems to play right into 

White's plans.  More prudent is 12... Nbd7 with 

chances for both sides. 

13. Kh1 Bd6 14. Bg5  
While watching the game it seemed that 14. Bh6! 

looked very strong, and it turns out I was right because 

it's the main line move and White has done very well 

with it, winning 75% of the time. 

14... Nbd7 15. Nf4 O-O?  
At this point FM Sulman has used up just three minutes 

while Patrick had used 18, and was down to just 22 

minutes left. 15... O-O-O looks to be clearly better 

than the text, even though White wins a pawn with 16. 

Bxf7 but after 16…h6 17. Bxf6 Nxf6 18. Be6+ Kb8 19. 

Qf3 Qb6 White's loose position is going to be hard to 

defend. 

16. Bxf6 Nxf6 17. Rxf6!  
This exchange sacrifice is perfectly logical, and it's 

even been played before. 

17…gxf6?!  
17... b5 is apparently the best way for Black to 

continue. 

18. Qg4+ Kh8 19. Qf5 Rg8  
The Knight is immune: 19... Bxf4? 20. Bd3! and White 

mates. 

20. Qxf6+ Rg7 21. Nh5 Rag8 22. Nxg7 Rxg7 23. Re1 

Kg8  
This perfectly reasonable move at last makes the game 

unique.  Instead the English postal game, Primett-

Knee, 1993 continued: 23... Qd7?! 24. Bxf7 Qxf7 25. 

Qxd6 a6 26. Qb8+ Rg8 27. Qe5+ Rg7 28. Qe8+ Qg8 

29. Qxg8+ Kxg8 30. Kg1 and white eventually won 

with his extra pawn. 

24. Re8+  
Over the last several moves, FM Sulman has started 

eating up clock time, so now both players had about 15 

minutes left to finish the game. 

24…Bf8 25. Qd8 Qxd8 26. Rxd8  
The exchange of Queens leaves White with a small but 

persistent edge - it's going to be a challenge for Black 

to unpin his Bishop. 

26…b5 27. Bb3 a5 28. a4 Rg5 29. Ra8 b4 30. Ra6 

Bg7 31. Ra8+ Bf8 32.Ra6 Bg7 33. c3  
White wasn't quite ready to go for a draw by repetition 

with 33. Ra8+ but time was starting to get tight: 

Sulman had about four minutes left while Patrick had 

six. 

33... bxc3 34. bxc3 Rg3 35. Ra8+ Bf8 36. Ra7 Rxc3 

37. Bxf7+ Kh8 38. Rxa5 Rd3 39. Rg5 Bg7  
Of course 39... Rxd4?? 40. Rg8+ is mate. 

40. d5 cxd5 41. Bxd5 h6 42. Rf5 Ra3 43. Bc6 Bc3 44. 

Kg1 Ra2 45. Kf1 Kg7 46. Rf3 Ba5 47. Rf5 Bc3 48. 

Rf3 Ba5 49. Rf5 Bc3 ½-½   
Here the players finally agreed to a draw.  In spite of 

having an extra pawn, White can make no progress 

due to the opposite-colored bishops.  Both players 

were down to their last minute anyway. 

  

The first Make the Right Move free scholastic 

tournament of the 2012-13 season, the 66th overall, 

took place October 6 at the Albany Academy. Fifty 

players competed in the six sections, somewhat of a 

lower turnout than usual for these events, but this could 

be chalked up to the fact that Albany Academy is a 

new venue. 

  

The All Welcome section had a surprise winner in 

Herman Calderon of Glenville.  Ranked sixth at the 

start of the event, he was the only perfect 4-0 score.  

Second through fourth with 3-1 were Jason Denham, 

Carlos Varela and Philip Sells.  Zachary Calderon and 

Brian Furtado were fifth and sixth with 2½-1½.  

Seventh through eleventh with 2-2 were: Adrian Galia, 

Kun Park, Sreeniv Alampalli, Bill Matters and Andrew 

Feist. 

  

I managed to catch the last round games on the top 

boards, but all of them were somewhat anti-climactic – 

the big drama games had taken place in the earlier 

rounds.  Adrian Galia upset former Schenectady  

champion Philip Sells and RPI student Brian Furtado 

in the first two rounds before losing in rounds three 

and four.  Jason Denham upset Carlos Varela before 

succumbing to Herman Calderon in round four and 

Zach Calderon unexpectedly lost to newcomer Kun 
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Park in round one. 

  

Here is one last round game of interest, giant killer 

Adrian Galia plays well against Carlos Varela, except 

for a couple tactical oversights.   

Varela-Galia: 1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Bf4 c6 4. e3 e6 

5. Bd3 Bd6 6. Ne5 Nbd7 7. Nd2 c5?  
Misses a key tactic - Black would be just fine after 7... 

Qc7. 

8. Nxf7! Kxf7 9. Bxd6 Qb6 10. dxc5 Nxc5 11. Be5 

Bd7 12. O-O Nxd3 13. cxd3 Bb5 14. Nf3 Qa6 15.Ne1 

Rac8 16. a4 Bd7 17. Qf3 Rhf8 18. Bxf6?! gxf6 19. 

d4? Kg7? 
19... Bb5! would equalize the position. 

20. Ra3 Kh8 21. e4 dxe4 22. Qxe4 Bc6 23.Qxe6 Rce8 

24. Qf5 Be4 25. Qd7 Bc6 26. Qf5 Be4 27. Qh5 Bg6 

28. Qh4 Qa5 29. Nf3 Re4 30. Qh6 Bh5??  
After playing some fine defensive chess, under pressure 

from the clock, Black misses a mate in one. 31. Qxf8, 

mate 1-0. 

  

The top scholastic rated section was won by Nitin Obla 

with an undefeated 3½-½. Jonathan D’Alonzo was 

second with 3-1, Martha Samadashvili was third with 

2½-1½. 

  

The Under-1000 section was won by Saratoga’s 

Matthew Sherlock with a perfect 4-0 record.  Second 

and third with 3-1 were Julian Galia and Pranav 

Venkatamaran.   

  

The Under-600 rated section turned out to be a family 

affair with brothers Abhinev and Abhijeet Gudapati 

winning their first three games then drawing each other 

in the final round.  Abhinev narrowly won on tiebreaks 

to take the first place trophy. Third and fourth with 3-1 

were Samantha Giknis and Enkhbileg Besuud.   

  

The non-rated section for players in grades six and 

above was won by Salim Johnson from Albany High 

with 3½-½.  Herman Vasquez was second with 3-1.  

Christine Whyte was third with 2½-1½. 

Usually the unrated sections are much bigger than the 

rated sections, but that wasn’t the case here.  In fact the 

bottom two sections only had six players between them 

so they were combined.  Melodie Loya was top player 

overall with 4-0, and also first place among those in 

second grade or below.  Harold Wong was second with 

2½-1½, and was also top player in grades three through 

five.  Rowan Matthei was third with 2-2, also taking 

second place among grades three through five. 

  

Top team overall was last season’s winner, the East 

Greenbush Chess Club with 13 points.  However last 

season’s runner-up, Saratoga, was right behind them 

with 12 points. Host school Albany Academy was third 

with 10 points. 

  

The tournament was held in what appeared to be a 

cafeteria, but it was called the “Buttery,” a British term 

for a place where students can buy food. 

  

Tournament director and organizer was Brother John 

McManus. Recently Brother John has been trying to 

get the Make the Right Move on a firmer financial 

footing by encouraging people to sponsor tournaments. 

This was the first tourney to have a sponsor, and it was 

Dr. Mohammed Ettouney, a civil engineer from New 

York City.  Dr. Ettouney was on site to hand out 

trophies to the winners. 

 

The second Make the Right Move free scholastic 

tournament of the 2012-13 school year was played at 

the Woodstock Day School in Saugerties, NY on 

October 20.  This is the first MTRM tournament held 

outside the Capital District proper – Saugerties is a 

little over an hour from Schenectady in Ulster County 

– but the turnout was strong: 90 players competed in 

the seven sections. 

  

This was MTRM tournament number 75, which 

requires a bit of explanation.  Technically this was the 

67th tournament, since the last was 66, but because this 

tournament was added after the season schedule was 

set, it went to the end of the line at number 75. 

  

The All Welcome section was checkered with upsets, 

with every player getting stung at least once.  First 

through third with 3-1 were: Jerry Reubens, Ernest 

Johnson and unrated David Wang. Fourth through 

sixth with 2-2 were: Bill Matters, Carlos Varela and 

Sreeniv Alampalli. Ernie Johnson was rated 

significantly higher than the rest of the field, but an 

upset loss to Reubens in round three put him back in 

the pack. 

  

The top rated section was won by Nigel Galia with 3½-

½. Jonathan D’Alonzo and Martha Samadashvili were 

second and third with 3-1.  

  

The rated section for players rated under 1000 had a 

clear winner in Matt Schottenfeld, who had a perfect 4-

0 score. Jovanna D’Alonzo and Killian Whyte were 

second and third with 3-1. Fourth and fifth with 2½-1½ 
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were Julian Galia and Ronald Lipscomb.   

  

The rated section for players rated under 600 was won 

by Michael Armonious with a perfect 4-0 record. 

Brothers Abhijeet and Abhinev Gudapati were second 

and third with 2½-1½.  

  

As usual the two top unrated sections had the biggest 

turnouts. At the top of the grade 12 and under section 

was Woodstock’s Lucas Siegel with a perfect 4-0 

record.  Also with 4-0 but second on tiebreaks was 

John Gougoutris of Kingston. Third through sixth with 

3-1 were: Alex Lomasney, Matt Salerno, Giona 

Kleinberg and Kaleb Friedman.  

  

The unrated section for players in grades three through 

five was the biggest with 28 players. The point of the 

Swiss System pairing is to get a single winner, but with 

only four rounds and this many players it’s often not 

possible.  Therefore first and second with perfect 4-0 

scores were two players from the Rheinbeck Rockin’ 

Rooks: Andrew Gauspohl and McCready Kearney.  

Third through seventh with 3-1 were: Alexander Ober, 

Mikey Moughan, Jason Swart, Gavin Perri and Jack 

Buch.  

  

Balise Loya and Peter Dong with 3½-½ were first and 

second in the unrated section for players in grades two 

and below. Melodie Loya was third with 3-1. 

  

The team trophies were tightly contested with only one 

point separating the top four schools. Top team overall 

was Reinbeck Rockin’ Rooks with 14 points out of a 

possible 16. St. Joseph’s of Kingston was second with 

13½, just squeaking past the East Greenbush Chess 

Club (also 13½) on tiebreaks. The hosts, the 

Woodstock Day School, was fourth with 13 points. 

  

The next Make the Right Move free scholastic 

tournament, the 67th overall, was held on November 3 

at the Montessori Magnet School in Albany. All told, 

69 players competed in the six sections. 

  

The All Welcome section was won by Albany 

champion Dean Howard with a 3½-½ score.  His only 

draw was to Christina Whyte (rated a mere 1131) in 

round one. Howard later explained that the game was 

even as it ended the last couple minutes and a draw 

seemed preferable to falling into some time trouble 

mishap. Carl Lumpkin of Albany was second with 3-1 

and Bill Matters of East Greenbush was third, also with 

3-1.  

 

The leader going into the final round was previously 

unrated Carl Lumpkin with a perfect 3-0 score, having 

upset Galia and Alampalli in previous rounds. 

However in the final round he faced Howard, who was 

in a mood to take no prisoners and so he played the 

crazy Scotch Gambit, resulting in a game that was 

nearly all tactics. 

  

Howard-Lumpkin: 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.c3 

dxc3 5.Bc4 cxb2 6.Bxb2 Bb4+ 7.Nc3 Nf6 8.e5!? 

Qe7?!  
My computer doesn't like this, but its recommendation 

is to jump into a tactical furnace with 8...Ne4!? 9.Qd5 

Ng5. 

9.0–0 Ng4? 10.Nd5 Qd8 11.Nxb4 Nxb4 12.Qb3  
Even stronger is 12.Qd4. 

12...Qe7 13.Nd4? a6?  

13...Nc6 was Black's last chance to hang on, now he’s 

pretty much lost. 

14.Nf5 Qf8 15.e6 dxe6 16.Nxg7+ Kd8 17.Rad1+ Bd7 

18.Bxe6! fxe6 19.Nxe6+ and White won. 
  

There were three players at the head of the top rated 

section with their places determined by tiebreaks. First 

through third with 3-1 were: Martha Samadashvili, 

Sandeep Alampalli and Jonathan D’Alonzo. Joseph 

D’Alonzo was fourth with 2½-1½. 

  

The Under-1000 section was won by Matt Schottenfeld 

with a perfect 4-0 score. Pranav Venkataraman and 

Killian Whyte were second and third with 2½-1½.  

  

The unrated section for players in grades six and above 

resulted in a three-way tie at 3½-½. The players in 

tiebreak order:  Tommy Burgess, Harold Wang and 

Enkhbileg Besuud. Abhinev and Abhijeet Gudapati 

were fourth and fifth with 3-1. Adam Leksic was all by 

himself in sixth place with 2½-1½.  

  

Eric Hartnagle of Menands dominated the unrated 

section for players in grades three through five with a 

perfect 4-0 score. Second through fifth with 2-2 were: 

Jermal Greenwood, Adam Ostrander, Liv Nevo and 

Ligori Karapanxho. 

  

There was another tie atop unrated section for players 

in grades two and below with 3-1 as Melodie Loya, 

Connor Raven and Blaise Loya took the top three 

trophies. Fourth with 2½-1½ was Lia Nevo.  

  

Last year’s top team, the East Greenbush Chess Club, 
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finished first yet again with 14 points out of a possible 

16. Albany Academy was second with 10, Saratoga 

was third with 9½, host school Montessori Magnet was 

fourth with 8½ while Albany Community Charter 

School was fifth with 7½. 

  

As usual the tournament was organized and directed by 

Brother John McManus and his team of helpers. 

Sponsor of the event was Nevo IT Consulting. 

    

The last Make the Right Move free scholastic 

tournament of 2012, the 68th overall, was held on Dec. 

8 at Martin Luther King Magnet School on Stanley 

Street in Schenectady. Overall 75 players competed in 

the five sections. 

  

Former Schenectady champion Philip Sells dominated 

the All Welcome section with a perfect 4-0 score. 

Second through fourth with 3-1 were Sandeep 

Alampalli, John Lutovsky and Bill Matters. What these 

three players all had in common was that their sole loss 

was to Sells. Dilip Aaron, who was clear fifth with 2½-

1½ suffered a stunning upset loss to Alampalli in round 

two. 

  

Due to a somewhat sluggish turnout all of the rated 

scholastic players were combined into one section. The 

fact that the players were grouped by different ratings 

within the section makes the results a little complex, so 

I’ll give the overall results first. The winner was 

something of a surprise: in clear first was Tristan 

Bennett with a perfect 4-0 score. Originally rated ninth 

in the section, Tristan is obviously an improving 

player, but there was more than a little luck involved in 

this result. See the game below to see what I mean. 

  

Second through fifth overall with 3-1 were Michael 

Cheng, Nitin Obla, Pranav Venkataraman and 

Kennedy Etwaru. Sixth through eighth with 2½-1½ 

were Joseph D’Alonzo, Martha Samadashvili and 

Jovanna D’Alonzo.  

  

Grouped by rating the winners were as follows. First 

through third above 1000 with 3-1 were Michael 

Cheng, Nitin Obla and Pranav Venkataraman. Fourth 

and fifth with 2½-1½ were Joseph D’Alonzo and 

Martha Samadashvili. In the section for those rated 

below 1,000, Tristan Bennett was the winner with 4-0. 

Second was Jovanna D’Alonzo was 2½-1½.  For 

players rated below 600, Kennedy Etwaru was the 

winner with 3-1. Abhijeet Gudapati was second with 2-

2 . 

In the unrated section for players in grades six and 

above, the clear winner was Herman Vasquez from 

Albany High with a perfect 4-0 score. Second through 

fourth with 3-1 were Deyker Edwards, Brock Leno and  

Zack Benson.  

  

Stelin Poola was the clear winner in the unrated section 

for players in grades three through five with a perfect 

4-0 score. Second through fourth with 3-1 were Harold 

Wang, Melodie Loya and Allka Bergin. Fifth through 

seventh with 2½-1½ were: Vegendra Boodran, Dylan 

Lonergan, and Papa Ndiaye.  

  

In the unrated section for players in grades two and 

below Collin Johnson of Menands was the clear winner 

with 3½-½. All alone in second place was Connor 

Raven with 3-1.  

  

Top team was Albany High School with 14 points out 

of a possible 16. Albany doesn’t usually travel to away 

tournaments, and it was good to see them here. Second 

with 13 points was host school Martin Luther King. 

Third with 10½ points was East Greenbush, the current 

team leader. 

  

Sponsor for this event was Electric City Comics, a 

magazine and book store in Schenectady. The 

tournament was organized and directed by Brother 

John McManus and his team of volunteers. 

 

For the last few years I have offered a cash prize for 

the “most interesting game” at one of the fall scholastic 

tournaments, and here is this year’s winner. Of course I 

have an ulterior motive for offering a prize: I’m trying 

to get the players to turn in their games. This time it 

didn’t work out so well - most of the games I got from 

this event I wrote down myself while the rounds were 

happening, and that’s how I got this contest from rated 

section winner Tristan Bennett. While games between 

lower-rated players tend to have quite a few mistakes, 

there were several games of interest in the mix with 

some rather complex tactics. One is this game with 

Joseph D’Alonzo, one of this area’s better scholastic 

players. 

        

Technically speaking black should have won this 

game, but white refused to give up, and kept throwing 

roadblocks in his way until pressure from the clock 

caused black to make a fatal error. 

 

Tristan Bannett (905) – Joseph D’Alonzo (1191) 

[D10]  QGD - Slav 
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Make the Right Move, No. 68 

Queen section, round 2 

Schenectady, NY, Dec. 8, 2012 
 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Qa4!? 
The Slav Defense is very popular, and after Black's 

third move I have over 40,000 games in my databases 

with the same position. However, after this move we go 

off into the wild blue yonder - as near as I can detect 

this move has only been seen twice before in the entire 

history of chess. It the sort of idea that beginning 

players might come up with - it's not exactly bad, but 

not really good either.  

4…Bd7  
4... dxc4, threatening ...b5, would be a little awkward 

for White to meet, which is why 4.Qa4 is seldom 

played. 

5. Nf3 e6  
5... c5!, punishing White for moving his Queen early, 

would give Black immediate equality. 

6. Ne5 Bd6 7. Nxd7?  
A bad move on principle - White moves the knight a 

third time to capture a piece that has only moved once, 

and it's Black's bad Bishop to boot. The first player 

would have a decent advantage after 7. Bf4. 

7... Nbxd7 8. c5 Be7 9. Bg5 O-O 10. Bxf6?!  
It's plain that White's plan is to exchange pieces, but 

this only helps Black. A move like 10. e3 is more in 

order. 

10... Bxf6 11. e4? Re8?  
With White's King still stuck in the center, Black gets a 

strong attack with 11... e5! And after 12. dxe5 Bxe5 13. 

Qa3 d4 14. Ne2 Qh4 Black is close to winning. 

12.Qc2? g6?  
Black was making a retreat square for his bishop, but 

far better is simply 12... Bxd4!, winning a pawn. After 

the game Joseph mentioned that he had seen this move 

immediately after he played 12...g6. 

13.e5 Bg7 14. b4 f6 15. f4 fxe5 16. fxe5 Qh4+?!  
A natural move, but far more dangerous is 16... Rf8.  

17. Qf2 Qxf2+ 18. Kxf2 Rf8+ 19. Kg3?  

White misses a tactical shot.  He had to play something 

like 19. Ke2. 

19... Nxe5! 20.dxe5 Bxe5+ 21. Kh3 Bxc3 22. Rb1 
With his two extra passed pawns, Black should have an 

easy win... but the game isn't over yet. 

22...e5 23. b5 e4 24. Rb3 Bd4 25.bxc6 bxc6 26. Ba6! 
White is still lost, but he's fighting back as hard as he 

can, trying to turn the game around. 

26…Rab8 27. Bb7 Rf6 28. Rd1 Be5 29. g3 Re6?! 
Black has also been playing very well, but here he 

makes his first slip.  There was no need to give up the 

f-file like this.  Better was a move like 29... Kg7. 

30. Bxc6 Rxb3??  
Alas, with this move Black gives up his entire 

advantage. To me it looked like he forgot that the 

Bishop on e5 was still covering the Rook on b8. He 

would still be winning after 30... Rxc6 31.Rxd5 Rxb3 

32. axb3 Bc3. 

31. Bxd5 Rc3 32. Bxe6+ Kf8 33. Rd5 Bb8 34. Rg5 e3 

35.Bg4?!  
White is not out of the woods yet - a better way to keep 

an eye on Black's d-pawn was with 35. Rg4.  

35... Bc7?  
The players were moving rather fast at this point, but 

even while I was struggling to keep writing the moves 

down I could see that much better for Black was 35... 

Rc2! And shortly White is going to have to give up his 

Bishop for Black's e-pawn. 

36.Bf3 Kf7 37. Kg2 Bb8?  
Again 37... Rc2+ was better, but Black was almost out 

of time. 

38. c6 Bc7?! 39. Kf1 Rc1+? 40. Ke2 Rc3 41. h4 Ke6 

42. h5 gxh5 43. Rxh5 Kf7??  
The inevitable time trouble blunder.  The game would 

still be even after 43... Bxg3. 

44. Rxh7+ Ke6 45. Rxc7 Kd6 46. Rxa7 1-0  
The game is now totally lost for Black, and a few 

moves later he forfeited on time. 
 

 

Think we’re missing something in the 

issue? 

Become a contributor! 
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Upcoming NYSCA-Sponsored and Major Tournaments 

 

A Heritage Event! Chess Magnet School Junior Grand Prix! 

FEBRUARY 23-24   46th annual New York State Scholastic Championships, Saratoga Springs, NY:  See 

back cover for complete details. 
 

MARCH 1-3 or 2-3   7th annual Long Island Open   GPP: 60 Enhanced 
5SS, 40/2, SD/1, d5 (2-day option, rds 1-2 G/75, d5). Holiday Inn Long Island - Islip Airport, 3845 Veterans 

Memorial Highway, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779. Free parking, free shuttle from LIRR or Islip Airport. Prizes 

$12,000 based on 160 paid entries, $8000 minimum (2/3 each prize) guaranteed; re-entries & U1200 Section 

count as half entries. In 5 sections. Open: $1500-700-400-300, clear or tiebreak winner $100 bonus, top 

U2300/Unr $500-250. FIDE. Under 2100: $1000-500-300-200, top U1900 $400-200. Under 1800: $1000-500-

300-200, top U1600 $400-200. Under 1500:$800-400-250-150, top U1300 $300-150. Under 1200: $500-250-

150-100, trophies to first 3, top U1000, U800, U600, Unrated. Unrated may not win over $200 in U1200, $400 

U1500, or $600 U1800. Top 4 sections EF: $105 online by 2/26, $120 after 2/26 at chessaction.com, $110 

phoned by 2/26 to 406-896-2038. 3-day $108, 2-day $107 mailed by 2/20. $120 (no checks, credit cards OK) at 

site. GMs free; $100 deducted from prize. U1200 Section EF: all $50 less than above. Special 1 year USCF dues 

with Chess Life if paid with entry. Online at chesstour.com, Adult $30, Young Adult $20, Scholastic $15. Mailed, 

phoned or paid at site, Adult $40, Young Adult $30, Scholastic $20. Re-entry $60; not available in Open 

Section. 3-day schedule: Rds. Fri 6 pm, rds. Fri 7 pm, Sat 11 & 6, Sun 10 & 4:15. 2-day schedule:Rds. Sat 10 

am, rds. Sat 11, 2:30 & 6, Sun 10 & 4:15. Late entry closes 1 hour before first game at site, 2 hours before first 

game online. All: Half point byes OK all, limit 2, Open must commit before rd 2, others before rd 3. HR: $75-

75, 631-471-0401, reserve by 2/15 or rate may increase. Car rental: Avis, 800-331-1600, AWD D657633, or 

reserve car online through chesstour.com. Ent: Continental Chess, Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. $15 

service charge for refunds. Questions: www.chesstour.com, DirectorAtChess.US, 845-496-9658. Advance 

entries posted atchesstour.com. Chess Magnet School JGP. 

A Heritage Event! Chess Magnet School Junior Grand Prix! 

MARCH 23-24  2013 Marchand Open (35th Annual) TROPHIES PLUS GRAND PRIX POINTS: 120  

Dr. Erich Marchand "requested that his friends play chess in his memory." 5SS, G/120, d5. Location: Strong 

National Museum of Play, One Manhattan Square, Rochester, NY 14607. $$10,750 Gtd. Open Section: $2000-

1300-850-550-300, Under 2200 & U2000 each $500-300. FIDE Rated EF: $70. U1800 Section: $600-400-250. 

Under 1600 $400-250. EF: $65. U1400 Section: $400-275-175. Under 1200 $275-175. EF $60.U1000 

Section: $260-190-130-70. Under 800 $150-90-60. EF: $55. Unrated players in the U1800 section can only win 

$125, in U1400 & U1000 $55. IM's and GM's free if registered by 3/10. All EF add $25 after 3/15. NYSCA 

members deduct $3. Great food available at site. Reg.: 8:30-9:15am. Rds.: Sat. 10-2:15-6:30, Sun. 10-2:15. One 

½ point bye available in rd 1, 2, 3, or 4 if requested at entry. Info: 585-442-2430. Mail entry to: Rochester Chess 

Center, 221 Norris Dr., Rochester, NY 14610. www.nychess.org. 

 

Chess Magnet School Junior Grand Prix! MAY 17-19 OR 18-19   21st annual New York State Open 

TROPHIES PLUS GRAND PRIX POINTS: 20 (ENHANCED) 

5SS, 30/90, SD/1, d5 (2-day option, rds 1-2 G/60, d5). Tiki Resort, 2 Canada St., Lake George, NY 12845. $$G 

3000. In 4 sections. Open: $$ 400-200-150, top Under 2110 $230-120, top Under 1910/Unr $220-

110. Senior, open to under 2010 or unrated born before 5/20/63. $$ 300-150-80, top Under 1810 $120-

60. Under 1710: $$ 300-150-80, Under 1510 $120-60, unrated limit $150. Under 1310: $100-50, trophies to 

first 3, top U1000, U800, Unr. EF: $79 online at chessaction.com by 5/15, $85 phoned to 406-896-2038 by 

5/16 (entry only, no questions), 3-day $83, 2-day $82 mailed by 5/9, $90 online until 2 hours before game or at 

site. ADVANCE ENTRY OR LATE ONLINE ENTRY $7 LESS TO NYSCA MEMBERS (NYSCA dues 

$12/year, may be paid with entry fee). No checks at site, credit cards OK. Entry fee $50 less to all in U1310 

Section. Special 1 year USCF dues with magazine if paid with entry- online at chesstour.com, Adult $30, 

Young Adult $20, Scholastic $15. Mailed, phoned or paid at site, Adult $40, Young Adult $30, Scholastic $20. 

Re-entry $40, not available in Open Section. GMs free, $60 deducted from prize. 3-day schedule: Reg ends Fri 

http://chessaction.com/
http://chesstour.com/
http://chesstour.com/
http://www.chesstour.com/
http://chesstour.com/
http://www.nychess.org/
http://chessaction.com/
http://chesstour.com/
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6:30 pm, rds. Fri 7, Sat 12 & 6, Sun 10 & 3:15. 2-day schedule: Reg ends Sat 11:30 am, rds Sat 12, 3 &, 6, Sun 

10 & 3:15. Half point byes OK all, must commit before rd 2; limit 2 byes (limit 1 bye if under 1910/unr in 

Open). HR: 74-74, call 518-668-5744 Mon-Fri 9 am-5pm, reserve by 5/3 or rate may increase. Car rental: Avis, 

800-331-1600, use AWD #D657633, or reserve car online through chesstour.com. Unofficial uschess.org ratings 

usually used if otherwise unrated. Ent: chessaction.com or Continental Chess, Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 

12577. Questions: www.chesstour.com, DirectorAtChess.us, 845-496-9658. $15 service charge for refunds. 

Advance entries posted at chessaction.com. 
 

February 24, March 24 and every month   Binghamton Monthly Tourney!  
4-SS, G/65 d/5. Prizes: $300 b/26. Open-$100-$60-$30; Reserve-$50-$40-$20 (U1700). Trophies: 1-3 Reserve 

section. Advance Entry - EF’s Reduced!:Open-$20, Reserve-$15 (U1700) $5 more on site-cash only on 

site. Schedule: Registration on site 8:45–9:15 am. Rounds: 9:30-12Noon-2:30-4:45. Free USCF 90-day 

membership (call for details). Free chess set & board to all new players under 18 years of age. Mail 

Entry: checks payable to: “Cordisco's Corner Store”, 308 Chenango Street, Binghamton, NY 13901 (607) 772-

8782, cordiscos@stny.rr.com. Chess Magnet School JGP.  
 

The second Saturday of every month. Jennifer Woods Grand Prix: 4-SS, rounds 1 & 2 G/60, rounds 3 & 4 

G/90 @Rochester Chess Center, 221 Norris Drive, Rochester. Guaranteed Prizes: $150-90-60 class $80. Reg: 

8:30-9:15. Rounds. 9:30-12-2:15-5:30 EF: $30 Advanced Entries/Info: Rochester Chess Center, 221 Norris 

Drive, Rochester, NY 14610. (585)442-2430. 
 

Most third Saturdays of month there will be the Monthly Buffalo Grand Prix Events at the Main Place 

Mall in Buffalo.4-SS, TL: Rounds 1 & 2,G/45, Rounds 3 & 4 G/60 Prizes: 1st-2nd Guaranteed $250-150-100, 

Class $75. Reg.: 8:30-9:15 a.m., Rounds.: 9:30-11:20-1:10-3:30 EF: $50. U1600 EF: $35, $150-90-60, ALL 

PRIZES EXCEPT 1st & 2nd in OPEN, BASED ON 20 ENTRIES. Scholastic EF: $15, Trophies for 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Place. Adv. Entries/Info: Archangel 8 Chess Academy, arcangel8chess@yahoo.com, 60F Guilford Lane, 

Buffalo, NY 14221. See www.buffalochess.blogspot.com for future dates and details. 
 

January 19, Syracuse-Minoa Opens (February 23 and March 23 at Syracuse University) 

4-SS. Rds.:1&2 G/60, Rds.3&4: G/90. Minoa Muncipal Bldg., 240 N. Main St., Minoa, NY (Exit Kirkville Rd. 

E. from I 481, R. at second light). EF: $30. Prizes:b/20) $200, 125, Class 100. Registration.: 8:30-

9:15. Rds.: 9:30, 12:00, 2:15, 5:30. Contact: Joe Ball 315-436-9008. Chess Magnet School JGP. 

Third Tuesday of each month. Marshall Masters at the Marshall Chess Club. 4-SS, G/30. 23 W. 10th St., 

NYC. 212-477-3716. Open to players rated over 2100 (plus all players scoring 2 ½ or more from CCNY at the 

Marshall's Thursday Night Action) EF: $40, members $30, GMs $10 (returned on completion of tournament). 

Top three prizes guaranteed. $$Guaranteed 250-150-100. Top Under 2400 and Top Under 2300 prizes. Special 

prize for biggest upset. Reg.: 6:15-6:45. Rounds.: 7-8:15-9:30-10:45 p.m. One bye available, rounds 1 or 4 only. 
 

Each Thursday  The Original “4 Rated Games Tonight!” Now At The New Yorker Hotel - USCF's Longest-

Running Action Tournament! 
4-SS, G/25 + d/5 or G/30 + d/0. Chess Center at the historic New Yorker Hotel!, 481 8th Ave at 34th St., across 

from Penn Station, NYC: 845-569-9969 (www.chesscenter.cc). EF: $30, GMs $25 from prize, free to specified 

Greater NY Scholastic Prizewinners! Good Customer Loyalty Discounts: $5 less to those who played in at least 

4 “4 Rated Games Tonight!” Thursday Night Actions since Jan. 2011, $10 less to those who played in at least 10 

4RGTs since 1987—Thank You So Much For Your Support Of This Tournament These Past 25 Years! $$ (480 

b/32 paid): 150-100-50, Top U2200/unr $95, U2000 $85. NEW!! $150 GUARANTEED In Mixed Doubles 

Bonus Prizes! Best male/female 2-player team combined score: $100-50 (teammates’ average rating must be 

Under 2200; teammate pairings avoided but possible, teams must declare by 8:15). Choice of 2 schedules! 7:00 

Schedule, rds. 7-8:15-9:30-10:45 pm. 7:30 schedule, rd. 1 only is Quick-rated (G/15 + td/3) at 7:30 pm, score 

carries over into round 2 of 7:00 schedule at 8:15 pm. Limit 2 byes (1 bye if U2000), commit by 8:15. Re-entry 

$15, counts half. Reg. ends 10 min. before game. Help with NYC street parking: www.primospot.com.  

Labor Day Weekend:  the 135
th

 New York State Chess Championship.  Albany Marriott, Wolf 

Road, Colonie, NY.  America's Labor Day Tradition.

http://chesstour.com/
http://uschess.org/
http://chessaction.com/
http://www.chesstour.com/
http://chessaction.com/
http://www.primospot.com/
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Western New York 
Rochester Chess Center 
221 Norris Drive 
Rochester, NY 14610 
Ron Lohrman, 585-442-2430 
Monday and Wednesday: 7:30-
10 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m-10 p.m. 
www.nychess.org 
 
Niagara Falls Chess Club 
Wegmans, Military Road, NF 
Wednesday, 6:30-10:30 p.m. 
Harish Srinivasan 

harish.srinivasan@gmail.com  
 
University of Buffalo CC 
UB North Campus, 108 
Clemens Hall 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.. 
Scott Zdunczyk 

ubchess@gmail.com 
 
Lakeshore Chess Club 
Lake Shore Library 
Route 5, Hamburg 
Thursdays, 6-11 p.m. 
Don Hoak, 716-627-2643 
 
Stars of India CC 
Audubon Library, Amherst 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 
arcangel8chess@yahoo.com 
  
Jamestown Chess Club 
Chautauqua Chess Assoc. 
111 W. 2nd St., Suite 210,  
Mark Clark, 716-763-6825 
Thu., 6-9 pm,. Sat. 10:30-3. 
mclark85@stny.rr.com 
 
buffalo chess.blogspot.com 
for additional information. 
  
 Southern Tier 
Hornell Chess Club 

Hornell Intermediate School 
Park Street, Hornell 
(Summer:  Arkport Community  
Room)Fred Harris, 607-295- 
9858 
Fharris3@stny.rr.com 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Elmira/Corning Chess Club 
Manos Diner, Monday 
118 College Ave. Elmira 
Raynesford Taylor Bacorn 
607-734-8602 
Monday, 6:30 p.m. 
Thu. Barnes & Noble, 821 CR 
64, Big Flats 
 
Cornell Univ. Chess Club 
Goldwin Smith Hall, Room 164 
Monday & Wednesday, 5 p.m. 
rso.cornell.edu/chess 
 
 Central New York 
Seymour Library Chess Club 
Seymour Public Library 
176 West Genesee Street, 
Auburn 
Second Saturday of the Month, 
1-4 p.m. 
Tom McKellop 
315-252-3789 

tom_mckellop@hotmail.com 
 
Watertown Chess Club 
HSBC Building 
120 Washington Street 
Watertown 
Tuesdays, 7-11 p.m. 
Don Klug 
315-408-1850 
www.watertownchessclub.com 
 
Sullivan Chess Club 
707 Legion Drive, Chittenango 
Mondays, 6:00 p.m. 
John Wolf, 315-687-3356 

Capital Region 
For Capital Region and Hudson 
Valley clubs, go to:  
www.enyca.org 
 
Albany Area Chess Club 
Hamilton Union Presbyterian 
Church 
2291 Western Ave., 
Guilderland 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
Tim Wright, 
twright@nycap.rr.com 
 
East Greenbush Chess Club 
Sunshine Day Care, across from 
Greenbush Reformed Church, 
East Greenbush 
14 Hayes Road 
Wednesdays 6:30-10 p.m. 
Bill Matters, 518-477-2820 

www.eastgreenbushchessclub.org 
 
Greenwich Chess Club 
Greenwich Free Library, 
Greenwich 
Thursday, 7 p.m. 
John Hartnett, 
jhartnet@twcap.rr.com 
 

Saratoga Staunton Chess Club 
Saratoga Springs United 
Methodist Church  
(5th Avenue and Hennings 
Road) 
Sunday, 7:00 p.m. 
Lee Battles 
lee battles@aol.com 
Alan LeCours, 518-583-0400 
 
Schenectady Chess Club 
Niskayuna Community Center 
2682 Aqueduct Rd., Niskayuna 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Bill Townsend, 518-346-6595 
wtownsen@nycap.rr.com  

New York State Updated Chess Club Directory 

 

http://www.nychess.org/
mailto:harish.srinivasan@gmail.com
mailto:Kessler5@buffalo.edu
mailto:tom_mckellop@hotmail.com
http://www.eastgreenbushchessclub.org/
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 Hudson Valley 
King’s Knight CC 
Rosendale Café 
435 Main St., Rosendale 
Ken Evans, 845-331-8186 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
Evanschess@aol.com 
 
Middletown Chess Club 
Walkill Comm. Center 
Route 211, E. Middletown 
Lonnie Kwartler, 845-469-4451 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Vassar-Chadwick CC 
Vassar College, Poughkeepsie 
Monday 7 pm 
Craig Fisher, 845-462-5630 

Craig.fisher@marist.edu 
www.vassar-chadwick.com 
 
Walden Chess Club 
Josephine-Louise Public Library 
5 Schofield St, Walden, 10am-
2pm, 845-778-7621 
  
New York City/Westchester 
The Bob Peretz Chess Club 
(Formerly The Bronx-Yonkers 
Chess Club) 
White Plains YMCA 
250 Mamaroneck Ave. 
White Plains, NY 10601 
914-831-3707 Alan Abrams – 
Treasurer 
TheBobPeretzChessClub.blogspot.
com 
Mondays 7:45PM – Midnight 

 
Westchester Chess Club 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
25 Crane Road, Scarsdale 
Thursday, 7:30-10:50 p.m. 
John Marino 
914-723-7363 

jdmarino@alumni.princeton.edu 

www.weschesterchessclub.com 
 
Brooklyn College CC 
2900 Bedford Ave. 
Tue. & Thurs. 1:30-3:30 

Contact: Fedor Khrapatin, 
frkn81@aol.com       
cell: 646-239-0783 
http://bcchess.tripod.com    
  
Marshall Chess Club 
23 W 10 St, NYC 
Jim Frawley, Manager 
212-477-3716 
Weekdays, 1:00-12:00 pm 
Weekends, noon – midnight 
Marshallchessclub.org 
 
Polgar Chess Club 
103-10 Queens Boulevard, 
Forest Hills, Queens 
Susan Polgar, 718-897-4600 
M-F 4:30-9:30 p.m.,Sat 12-8 
p.m.,Sun. 12-7 p.m. 
www.susanpolgar.com 
 
Queens Chess Club 
All Saints Lutheran Church 
164-02 Goethals Avenue, 
Jamaica 
(w) Friday, 7:30 pm to Sat 
12:30 am; events start at 8:15 
pm 
Ed Frumkin, 212-677-3224 
Efrumkin@nyc.rr.com 
www.queens-chess.com 
 
Staten Island Chess Club 
Holy Child Forum  
Lew Fraser,718-948-2284 
LewFraser@si.rr.com 
Tuesday, 7 pm 
 
Max Pavey Chess Club 
Recreation Center 
48 Macy Rd., Briarcliff 
Sal Catalfamo 
Friday, 7 p.m. 
       
Long Island 
Neal Bellon 
Long Island Chess Club 
United Methodist Church 
470 East Meadow Ave. 
East Meadow, NY11554 

Thursdays, 6:45 – 10:30 PM 

www.lichessclub.com  
 
Huntington Chess Club 
Huntington Library 
338 Main Street 
718-829-7770 
Saturday, 10-5, (informal) 
 
Long Island Chess Nuts 
Old County Rd., Garden City 
Margarita Lanides 
mlanides@chessnuts.org 
516-739-3907 
Thu. & Fri., 4-6 pm 
Many Scholastic locations 
 
Nassau Chess Club 
1st Presbyterian Church of 
Mineola 
Main & First Sts. Mineola 
Harold Stenzel, 
631-218-4440 
captnhal@optonline.net 
Monday, 7 - 11:30 p.m. 
  
Syosset Chess Mates 
Walt Whitman Elem. School 
Woodbury, NY 11797 
Randi Gertler / Marc Berger 
(516) 381-1755 
Gertler@aol.com 

 

Chess Clubs are the lifeblood 
of chess activity in New York. 
Support your local club.   
 

Supporting your local chess 
club allows chess activities in 
your community to flourish in 
ways that Internet chess will 
never be able to replace. 
  
Be part of your chess 
community, and make your 
chess club part of your 
community!  Check 
www.nysca.net for updated 
chess club information. 
  

mailto:Craig.fisher@marist.edu
mailto:Jdmarino@alumni.princeton.edu
http://www.weschesterchessclub.com/
http://www.lichessclub.com/
http://www.nysca.net/
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A Heritage Event! 

February 23-24, 2013 

46th annual New York State Scholastic Championships 

A State Championship Event! 

 

Open to grades Kindergarten through 12
th
 grade in any state or province (the Top NYS player & team in each 

section are New York champions and eligible for the Denker, Barber and All-Girls Championshps).  

Saratoga Hilton, 534 Broadway (I-87 Exit 13-N, 4 miles north on US 9), Saratoga Springs, NY 12866.  

Team prizes based on top 4 scores from same school; no combined school teams allowed even if one school 

“feeds” another. Teams of two or three players allowed, but are at a disadvantage.  

In 8 sections: All sections are 6-SS, G/61, d/5 except K-1 is 5-SS, G/25, d/5 playing February 24 only. Online 

entry fee at chessaction.com, All sections entry fee: $40 by 2/2, $50 by 2/19, $60 2/20 to two hours before first 

game. Entry fee at site, all sections: $60.  

High School: open to all in grades K-12. EF: $43.20 mailed by 2/2. Top New York State resident player in grade 

9-12 qualifies for Denker Tournament of HS Champions. High School Reserve: open to K-12 rated under 1200 

or unrated. EF: $43 mailed by 2/2. 

Junior High, open to all in grades K-9. EF: $42.90 mailed by 2/2. The higher rated (post-tournament) of the top 

NYS K-8 in the Junior High School or High School section qualifies for Barber Tournament of K-8 Champions.  

Middle School Reserve: open to K-8 under 1000 or unrated. EF: $42.80 mailed by 2/2.  

Elementary: open to all in grades K-6. EF: $42.60 mailed by 2/2. Elementary Reserve, open to grades K-5 under 

800 or unrated. EF: $42.50 mailed by 2/2.  

Primary, grades K-3. EF: $42.30 mailed by 2/2. K-1,  

Grades K-1. EF: $42.10 mailed by 2/2. Postmarked 2/3-13: All EF $10 more.  

Do not mail entry after 2/13. Entry at site: all $60. Special one-year USCF dues with magazine if paid with 

entry. Online at chesstour.com, Young Adult $20, Scholastic $15. Mailed, phoned or paid at site, Young Adult 

$30, Scholastic $20.  

Trophies to top 15 players and top 7 teams each section, top 3 unrated in Primary, K-1, and each reserve 

section, and top U1500, U1300 (HS), U900, U700 (HS Reserve), U1200, U1000 (JHS), U700, U500 (MS 

Reserve), U1000, U800 (Elem), U500, U300 (Elem Reserve). Speed playoff if perfect score tie. Free entry to 

NY State Championship, Labor Day weekend 2013 (Albany), to top player each section.  

Main Tournament Schedule: Late registration ends Saturday 10 am, rounds Saturday 11 a.m., 2 & 5 p.m., 

Sunday: 9 a.m., 12 & 2:30 p.m., awards 5 p.m.  K-1 schedule: Late registration ends Sunday 9 am, rounds 

on Sunday: 10 a.m., 12, 1:30, 3 & 4:30 p.m., awards 5:45 p.m. 

Half-point byes OK all, limit 2, must commit before round 2. HR: $119-119, 888-999-4711, 518-584-4000, 

reserve by 2/2 or rate may increase. Free parking for overnight guests. 48 hours notice required for room 

cancellation. Backup hotel: Courtyard by Marriott, 2 blocks away, 518-226-0538. Special car rentals: Avis, 

800-331-1600, use AWD #657633.  

Mail entry: Continental Chess, PO Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. Include name, rating, USCF ID, 

USCF expiration (non-members enclose dues), section, school, grade, birth date, address of each player. Checks 

payable to Continental Chess. $15 per player service charge for refunds. $10 extra to switch sections, all 

substitutions from advance list charged $60. Questions: DirectorAtChess.US (At = @)), 845-496-9658. Bring 

set, board, clock if possible- none supplied. Chess Magnet School JGP (except K-1). 

 

http://chessaction.com/
http://chesstour.com/

